
FEDERAL ELECTION CO SSHQIN 

In the Matter of 

4763 

1. Produce a21 documents, including changed or superseded versions, related to 
the creation, organization, and operation ofthe Texas Denaocmlic Par# 
including but not limited to the constitution, charter, bylaws, ndm, 
regulations, resolutions, agreements, contracts, procedural rnrmnlaals, 
memoranda of understanding or any comparable governing docrrmenls. 

Documents responsive to this Request are attached as Bales numbers TDEPO(301 

through TDPOOS7. 

2. State the relationship between the Texas Demacraiie Party and each of 6he 
following (Texas) committees, including whether the committees have ever 
been$nanceQ, maintainedor controlled in a 9  manner by the Texm 
Democratic Par& or vice versa. Describe fully such$mnckd slappor~, 
maintenance or control. 

A. Bexar Democratic Party 

B. Dallas County Democratic Party 

C. Galvaston Coirnfy Democratic Party 

I). Harris Coitnfy Democratic l'arly 

E. Scfcrson Cotinry Ihiocra!ic l'arly 



F. Travis County Deniocrutic Par& 

G. 21st Century Politicui Action Committee (name of record for the 
Tarrant County Democratic PargFedercal Accoun fj 

H. Nueces County Democratic Party 

I. El Paso County Democratic Party 

J.  Hays Cowry Democratic Party Executive Committee 

K. Potter-Randal County Democratic Club 

The Texas Democratic Party ("TDP") objects to %his Interrogatory on the 

grounds that the term "relationship" is vague and ambiguous. TB)P denies that it has 

ever " k r n c e d  maintained or controlled" any ofthe County Democratic Paties listed. 

It is a matter of public record that TDP participated in a limited number of transfers 

with various County Parties. The relationship between TDP and the County Barties is 

their common c o d h e n t  to the Democratic Party, its ideas, principles, and 

candidates. 

3. Provide the date, amount and purpose of each and every lramfer (including all 
direct and unkind contributions) between the Texm Dernocmaic Party and each 
uf the committea listed .in Question 2. 

The infomation sought by this Interrogatory is contained in reports filed with 

the Federal Election Commission as well as in documents produced in response to 

Question No. 4. Because the information sought is as equally available to the 

Cornmission as it is to TDP, no further response is necessary. 



referring to or relating to each and every transfer (including all direct and in- 
kind contributions) between the Texas Democratic Party and each of the 
committees listed in Question 2. 

Documents responsive to this Request are attached as Bates numbers TDP 

0088 though TDP0529. 

5. If not produced in response lo Question 4, idenfrfi and produce d l  documents 
that formed the basis for determining the timing and amounts of each and 
every transfir (including direct and iri-kind coniribuiiom) between the Texas 
Democratic Party and each of ihe committees listed in Quesbion 2. 

TDP objects to this Request OR the ground that the phrase "formed the basis for 

determining the timing of each and every transfer" is vague aid mbiguous. 

Documents responsive to this Kequest are atkched as Bates numbers TDPQO88 

through TDP0529. 

6. State whether there b e  ever been my written or unwriitm policies or 
guidelines formulated between Jarnumy I ,  I987 and the present concerning the 
transfers off ind (2nduding direct aid in-kind contribution.$ betweeti the 
Texas Democratic Party and each of the committees listed in Question 2. gso, 
produce copies ofall such writien policies. Describe in full the t e r n  5f a!/ 
such unwritten policies. 

TDP is Unaware of any such anitten or unwritten policies cx guidelhes. 

7. State whether there have ever been any wriuen or unwritten cop16ribt6fion- 
sharing agreements or contracts, party quotas or dues slmcbures, central 
accounfing arravgernenfs UP any o!herjnaircial arrangemen& entered into 
from January 1, 1987 to h e  yresenl belween !he Texas Qeniocralic Bary and 
each of the cornmillees IisleJ in Qiaes!srion 2. rfsop prcld~cc copie.~ of all such 
wrillen agrcemenls, contracts or arrangenienrs. Dcscribc in$(// thc i<r/lls of 
all such unwrillen agreentents, contracis or orran.ynten1s. 

. 
-.l- 



TDP is unaware of any such agreements. 

8. State whether any contributions by the Texas Democralic Party in connection 
with federal elections have ever been made in cooperation, consultation or 
concert with, or ot ihe request or suggestion ofany of the p a q  committees 
listed in Question 2. Ifyes, state the yea+) and cadidale(s) supported 

TDP is unaware of my contributions as described in this Interrogatolyr. 

9. State whether the Texas Democratic Party has ever requested or suggested to 
Texas Democratic Party that it make specific contributions to anyfederal 
candidates or has ever consulted or worked in concert with Texas Democratic 
Party in fheir making of any such contributions. Ifyes, stale the year(s) and 
candidate(s) supported 

TDP is unaware of any contributions as described in this Interrogatory. 

18. State whether the Texas Democratic Party has ever requesfed or suggested fo 
any ofthe committees listed in Question 2 thut they make specific contributions 
to any federal candidates or has ever been consulted or worked in concert wiih 
any of listed committees in their making ofany such contribuliom. Ifyes, state 
the year@) and candidate(s) supported 

TDP is unaware of any contributions as described in this Interrogatory. 

11. IdentifL all individuals who hold or have heldpositions, whether paid or 
unpaid, wirh the Texas Democratic Par& and who hold or hme idso held 
positions, whether paid or unpaid, with any of the commitlees Iisted in 
Question 2. 

State Democratic Executive Conunittee members who may have held or may 
hold positions with one of the other committees: 

-4- 



John Bell 
Home: 
Phone: 
Office: 
Phone: 
SOC Sec: 
TDP position: 

Other: 

[not obtahed for Executive Committee members] 
State Democratic Executive Committeemaa, Dktrict 20, 1998- 
1999 
Former Nueces County Democratic Chair 

Kenneth X. Molb 
Home: 
Phone: 
Office: 
Phone: 
Soc See: 
TDP position: 

[not obtained for Executive Committee members] 
State Democratic Executive Committeeman, Distxict 2,1998- 
1999 
State Democratic Executive Committeema& District 2, 1996- 
1997 
State Democratic Executive Committeeman, Disthict 2,1994- 
I995 
State Democratic Executive Committeeman, District 2,1992- 
1993 
Former Dallas County Democratic Chair Other: 

Lisa U. Payne 
Home: 
Phone: 
Office: 
Phone: I 
SOC Sec: [not obtainec 
TDP position: State Democratic Executive Committeeman, District 9, 1998- 

1999 
State Democratic Executive Committeeman, District 9, 1996- 
1997 
State Democratic Executive Committeeman, District 9, 1994-, 
1995 

-5- 
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Texas Democratic Party employees (or other positions) who may have held 
positions with one of the other committees 

E. W. (Bill) Baker 
Home: 
Phone: 
Office: 
Phone: 
SOC. Sec: 
TDP employment election admhistration assistmi, and r ; o ~ t y  

elected officials calling project, December 1995 - Yanuapy I996 

December 1995 - April 1996 
Other committees: Travis County Democratic Party, primary election a8ministrah04 

Current employment: Not employed 

Angelina Barrient 
Home: 
Phone: 
Office: 
Phone: 
SOC. Sec: 
TDP employment coordination md primary election 

~ 

administration, 1995 - December 1996 
Other committees: Travis County Democratic Party, executive director, Janumj 1997 

Current employment: Not known 
- Mach 1998 

Jane Hedgepeth 
Home: 
Phone: 
Office: 
Phone: 
SOC. Sec: 
TDP employment management and campaign finance reporting, .~ 

May 1987 -August 1985, August 1990 1 su-mer 1995; &mp&n 
finance reporting services contract, fall 1995 - present 

services, fall 1995 - present 
Other committees: Travis County Democratic Party, campaign finance reporting 

-6- 
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Eric lngcntliron 
Home: 
Phone: 
Office: 
Phone: 
SOC. Sec: 
TDP employment information: Phone bank supervisor, May 1993 d y  
Other committees: Former Harris County Democratic Party execuhve director, period 

Current employment: Not known 
not known 

Susan E. Martine 
Home: 
Phone: 
Office: 

it 
Phone: 
SOC. Sec: 
TDP employment election administration assistant and voter 

file manager, 1986-1989; office management and campaign 
finawe reporting, 1989 - summer 1995 (not continuous); 
. campaign finance data entry servkes, fall 1995 (not continuous); 
campaign finance data entry services, fall 1995 - December 1996 

Other committees: Travis County Democratic Party, primary election administration 
and bookkeeper, December 1995 - May 1996 

Current employment: Not employed 

Donna Beth McGormick 
Home: 
Phone: 
Office: 
Phone: 
Soc. Sec: 
TDP employment information: Primary election administration assistant, December 

Other committees: Travis County Democratic Party, county convention volunteer 
1997 - April 1998; receptionist, May 1998 - present. 

1996 

-7- 



_. . .  . . .. I.. 
. .. i :  . . .  -. 
.. 

Stephen W. McD 
Home: 
Phone: 
Ofice: 
Phone: 
Soe. Sec: 
TDP employment striCtirng project programmer, 1990-1992; voter 

file development and management and legislative liaison, 1992; 
in-house computer services and legislative liaison, 1992-1995; 
comptroller, 1995-present. 

Other committees: Travis County Democratic Party7 prhary election administration 
bookkeeping, December 1997 -July 1998 

Cindy McGill 
Home: 
Phone: 
Ofice: 
Phone: 
SOC. Sec: 
TDP employment ne bank supervisor, May 1993 only 
Other committees: Former Tarrant County Democratic Party executive director, 

Current employment: Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee 
period not known 

Mary R. Morey 
Home: 
Phone: 
QSce: 
Phone: 
SOC. Sec: 
TDP employment i administration and convention manager, - .  

October 1980 - December 1993; part-time convention &stilting, 
February - April 1996; convention manager, May 1996 - present. 

August 1995 to April 1996 
Other committees: Travis County Democratic Party execurive director, July or 

-8- 



Eduardo R. Rodrieuez 
Home: 
Dhn-n. 

~. 
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I L I V I L C I .  

Office: 
Phone: 
SOC. Sec: 
TDP employment d coordinator, August - November 1996 
Other committees: Tmvk County Democratic Party, primary election administration, 

December 1997 - April 1998; acting executive director, May 
1998 .. present. 

stration assistant calling project, December 
1995 - J ~ U W  1996 

Other committees: Travis County Democratic Party, office assistant, 1996 (part-time) 

12. State whether the Texm Democratic Party has the authority or obility lo hire, 
appoint, demote, remove or olhenvise control the oflcersn or other decision- 
making employees, or members of Texas Wemocratic Party. 

TDP has no such authority or ability. 

I declare mder penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and comect. Dated 

t h i a d a y  of March, 1999. 

-9- 



15 NQV 1997 

5. TYPE OF COMMITEE (Check one) 

17 (a) This committee is a principal campaign committee. (Complete ~ i e  candidale information below.) 

0 (b) This committee is an authOriZad wmmittee. and 19 NOT a principal campaign committee. (Complete the candidate information below.) 

Name a/ Candidate Candidate ParIy Altiliation Office Sought SlatefDislrict 1 
0 (e) This committee supports/opposes only one candidate 

0 (d) This committee is a wmminse of the Party. 

c] (e )  This committee is a separate segregated fund. 

0 (0 This committee suppartdoppases more than one Federal candidafe and is NOT a separate segre#ed fund or a party cammilfee. 

and is NOTan authorized committee. 
(name of candidate) 

(National. State or subordinate) (Democratic, Republican, etc.) 

Mailing Address and Relationship 6. Name of Any CbWl@Gtad 
Organization or Afflllatad Committee EIP Coda 

I I 

Type of Connecled Organization 
Corporation Carporalian wlo Capital Stock Labor Organization nMembcrship Organization OTrade Association UCooperative 

7. Custodian of Records: Identity by name, address (phone number - optional) md position of Ihe person in possession of committee books and 
rfxords. 

Pull NafflQ Wlaillng Address ncls or Positlorn 

A R i 1 m i r c . 7  919 Conqress, #600, A u s t i n ,  TX 78701 Exec. Director 
List the name and addrest (phone number -optional) Of the treasurer of the committee; and the name and address of any designated 

agent (e.g.. assistant treasurer). 
Full Name Mailing Address mi0 or Position 

Jorge A .  Ramirez 919 Congress, Suite 600 Exec. Director 
AUSt in. TX 78701 

9. Banks or Other Deposltorles: List all banks or other depositories in which Ihe committee depcsi!sfunds. holds accounts. rents safely deposit boxes 
or maintains funds. 

Name of Bank, Depository. efc. Maillng Addross and ZIP Code 

18 Nov 1997 

1 For further infomation contact: 
Fedoral Election Commission 
Toll-tree 800-424-9530 (revised 4/87) LM;al202-2193420 

FEC4763-TDP-0001 



(See reverse side tor irrstnscdoos) 
1. (e) NAME OF CCMMIT;E= IN FULL ,J (Cnecx tt name 1s enurgwa) 

.- - : :  . .  

. . ~  .. 
I i: 

815 Brazos, Suite 200 I COO099267 
(CI cw. SLBD am ZIP w e  

Austin, TX 78701 
5. TYPE OF COMMITEE (cneck one) 

4.19 mi$ S T A ~ E N N T  AN AMMENOMENT~ a YE5 c'rco 

0 (a) This committee is a pn'ndpal CmpaiQn commillBB. (Camplele &e candidats i~rmallon below.] 

@ (b) mi committee io an authorized committee. and IS NOT a principal campaign committee. (Camploeo &Q rdndldalo infomadan be!Cw.) 

ClndldatE? Party Affiliation OMce Sought I Mame ot Candidate 

(c) This committee SU~~OIVOP~OSQS anly one candidate and is NOT an authorized committee. 
(EuTie o! candidate) 

0 (d) Tho committee is a s t a e committeeoftha Democratic Party 

u (e) lh is comminm is a separate segregated fund. 

(0 This comm;I?ee soppom/OpposeS fnOre ahan one Federal Candidate and is NOT a separate seggregated fund or a party committee. 

(National. State or subordinare) (Oemocnric. Republican, etc.) 

I 
Type of Connected Organizattan 

Co.poration E Corpcmdon w/o Capital stack [7 Labor OrgannLatlon 6jMembership Organiwfion f i f m d e  AssociaUan ZCoopemdve 

7. Crrstodlan af Rscorck ldcntity by namo. address (phone number - cplonal) and pcsitlon of the person in pollsession a! committee books and 
WCordS. 

Full Nime i?&lllng Address Rue or PoslUon 

Executive 
0 

Michael J. Moore 815 B r a z o s ,  Suite 200 
Austin. TX 7870L Director (Actin 

8. Tmasumr: bst me name and address (phone number - opdond) of me masumr of me comminso: and the name and addmss a f  my designaled 
agent (e.g.. assistant trsasuror). 

Michael J. Moore 815 Brazos ,  Suite 200 Executive 
Full Nma P&l!lng Addreu, Tins or Positlon 

Austin, TX 78701 Director (Acting) 

9. Bank% 01 Other D e ~ o s l t o d ~ :  list all banks or other depositorieo in which fie commibs deposit3 funds. holds accounts. rents salary deposit 
boxes or maintains iunds. 

Norwest Bank, Texas 
Federal City Ntl Bank 

Name at Bank, Dsposltary. *!e. WUng Addresa md ZIP Code 

P.O. Box 2 0 1 9 ,  Auscin, TX 78768 
55 New Jersey Ave.,N.W., Wash. DC 20003 

Michael J. Moore 

F~dora l  Bertlon Commission 
lall-!ree 800-424-9S530 FEC4763-TDP-0002 
lad M2-376-3120 



October 12, 1992 

Federal Election Commission 
999 E Street, N . V .  
Washington, DC 20463 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

The Texas Democratic Party (C00099267) is by this letter making 
the following amendments to its Statement of Organization: 

9. Banks or Other Depositories 

Delete: 
Texas 78767 

Bank One Texas, P.O. Box 1525, Austin, 

Add: NationsBank of D.C., 1801 K Street, H.W., 
Washington, D.C. 20006 

Add: First Union National Bank, P.Q. Box 2080, 
Jacksonville, FL 32231 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Treasurer J 

81.5 Brazos. Suite tW/Austin, Texas 78701/(512) 478-8746 ..isJ=u 



Texas Democratic Party 
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July 15, 1992 

Federal Election Commission 
999 E Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20463 

Sir or Madam: 

The Texas Democratic Party (C00099267) is by this letter 
making the foll.owing amendments to its Statement of 
organization: 

9. Banks or Other Depositories 

Bank Name Change: 
NationsBarrk of Texas, M.A., 501 Congress, Austin, 
Texas 58701. 

Add: Liberty National Bank, p.0 .  BOX 2019, 
Austin, Texas 78768 a 

NCNB Texas National Bank is now 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Treasurar - 1  

FEC4763-TDP-0004 
815 Bnros. Suite 20WAustin. Texas 78701:(51?.) 478-8746 
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M M l l l E E  IN FULL r$;g ( C h e  11 name 15 CnSnped) 1. (ai NAMEOF CO 
Texas Democrat ic  P a r t y  

(a) NU- and s m i  ~ d d r u ~ a  a ( c w  - cww 
815 Brazos ,  S u i t e  200 

A u s t i n ,  Texas 78701 . 
(e) wly. SmS and ZJP ccde 

- . 

2. DATE 

13 December 1990 

cooo9936;7 
3. FEC IOEMIFICA7lON NUMBER 

4. IS MIS STATWWT AN AfIIENOMENT? 
YES a P ~ O  

~. . .  - 
. .  . .  
~. .. . 
-. 

Name of Candidate 

.- 
... 
: ... 

cana~me party AMllatlan omte SOU~M SLstWDi§triuin 

... 

. .  .~ . .. . 
. .  . .  . .~ 

(d) This committee is a S t a t  e cammittee of the n6J-72 t i r Party. 
(Natlonal. State or subordinate) (Democratic. Republican. etc.) 

a (e) This committee is a separate segregated fund. 

0 (0 This committee supporWop~ses more than ana Federd candidate and Is NOT a separate sogmgatd fund or a party committee. 

I 1 

Type at caflflected Organidon 
0 Corporation a Camration w/o capital stock 0 Labcr Organixalion OMembershlp Organization IJTrade kcciat ion OCoopemtive 

7. Custodian of Records: ldentibj by name, address (phone number - optional) and position of the person in possession of committee books and 
WCOrdS.  

Full Name miling Address nus? or Position 
Bob S l a g l e  815 Prazos ,  S u i t e  200 Cha i r ,  S t a t e  nemocra t i  

Aus t in ,  Tlr 78701 Execut ive  C o r n i t t e e  
8. Traasumr: List the name and address (phone number - optional) of the treasurer of the committee: and name and addrass of any designated 

agent (0.9.. assistant Crsasursr). 
Full Hame Malllng Address9 ntle or Posltlon 

Bob S l a g l e  815 Brazos ,  S u i t e  200 Cha i r ,  S t a t e  Democrat i 
Aust in ,  T 7  78701 Execut ive  Committee 

9. Banks or Other Oepa?lltorles: List all banb or other depsi:anes in which the committee deposits funds. holds acccunts. rents safey deposit 
boxes or maintains funds. 

Nama of Bank. Depotrltoy, etc. MElllng Address and ZIP Cod% 

NCNE3 Texas N a t i o n a l  Bank 501 Congress ,  Aus t in ,  TST: 78701 
Bank O n e  Texas P .O .  BOX 1525,  Aus t in ,  TF 78767 
F e d e r a l  C i t y  N a t i o n a l  Bank Washington. DC 20001 

Bob S l a g l e  13  I7ec 1990 
NOTE: Submission of false. err0 - 

ANY CHANGE IN I N F Q ~ l l O N  SHOULD 8 

FEC4763-TDP-0005 



October 117, 1998 

... 

.~ 3 %  . 
.r. . * i i  . :,. 
. 

Federal Election Commission 

Washington, D.C. 20463 

Sir or Madam: 

The Texas Democratic Party - Federal (c00099267) is by this 
letter m a k i n g  the following amendments tc its Statement of 
Organization: 

999 E Street, N.W. 

9. Banks or Qthez Depositories. 

Ada: Federal City National B-, ~ashiri$zorn, D.C. 

Add: ~ a n k  One (Capitol C i w  savings), P.0. BQX 

Remove: Texas Commerce Bank, P.o. Box 550, 

Remove: First Republic Bank Fort W o r t h ,  P.O. Box 
2 2 6 0 ,  Fort Worn, TX 76313 

Bank lame change: First ~ e p b P i c  ~ank Austin, 501 
Congress, Austin, TX 78701, is now NCNB 
Taxas National .$a&, SO1 Congress, Austin, TX 
7E17QI. 

20001 

. 1525, Aust in ,  Tx 78767 

Austin, TX 78789 

Thank you for your attention to this mattar. 

FEC4763-TDP-0006 , 81s Braros. Suite Z001Auslin. Texas 78701/(512) 478-8746 



Texas Democratic Party 

.,-..-.J ..?. 2 E ,  1 9 2 2  

F e d e r a l  E l e c t i o n  Commission 
9 9 9  E S t r e e t ,  N . W .  
Wzshington, DC 2 0 4 5 3  

Sir or Madam: 

The Texas Democratic P a r t y  - F e d e r a l  ( C 0 0 0 9 9 2 6 7 )  i s  by t h i s  
l e t t e r  making t h e  f o l l o w i n g  amendment t o  i t s  Sta tement  o f  
Organ iza t ion :  

9 .  Banks o r  Other  D e p o s i t o r i e s .  

Add: Texas Commerce Bank, P.O. Box 550, Aus t in ,  
Texas 78789 . 

Please n o t e  t h a t  t h i s  i s  i n  a d d i c i o n  t o  t h e  banks a l r e a d y  
l i s t e d  on ou r  s t a t e r e n t .  

Thank you f o r  your e t t s n t i o n  t o  t h i s  r e q u e s t .  

S i n c e r e l y ,  

r e a s u r e r  

FEC4763-TDP-0007 
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1 (a) NAME OF COMMilTEE IN FULL j (cnm It nu~u ,I WWWI 

(cneclt I f  a e u  IS cnangsai 
Texas Democratic Party - Federal 

(a) NumDBr ana Strest AdOr0?19 

a15 Brazos, Suite 200 

2 5aTE 

October  30, 1987 
3. FEC IOENTIFICATION NUMBER 

COO099267 

I 

Calldldate PmY Alfilhanon I Name 01 Candidata 

0 (c) This cornminee suppen~oppasas onhj one candidare and is NOT an auulonzed cornrntnee. 
(name of candldate) 

I Othce Sought 

cammines of me Democratic P a 9  
State (d) Thls cornminee IS a 

(Nanonal. State or subordinate) (Qemaeraac. Republican. alc.) 

IJ (e) ~ h r s  CommiKee 15 a separate segregated fund. 

(f) Ths committee suppurWoppeseS more than one Federal candidate and IS NOT a separale segregated fund or a party cornminee 

Maillnillng Add- and I ZIP Code 
Name ot Any Connrr(d 

Omanhation or Affllletod Cornmiltea 

I * see attachment 

I 
Type of Connscred OrganlzaMn 

Copmaan 0 Corporation w/o C a w  sw 0 m r  Oqmiman @ M e r n M m  Oqanuaiian IJ +rate m a t t o n u  Cwpemve 

t. Qutdloln of ~eeordo: I d e m  by name. address (phane number - cpaonal) and powon of Me pemn in pmsesslon of cornrnmse books and 
wcords. 

B o b  Slag le  815 Brazos, Suite 200 Chair, State.Democratic 

- 
Full Name &dhp dddr%sa ?lUe or PQSUO~I 

Austin, TX 78701 Executive Committee 
3. Tmurer: Lcjt me name ana address (phone nuntbr - opana) at ma Owssymot MQ cami(fea: and the &me and address at a n y  desgnated 

agm (0.g.. awstam ntasurer). 

Bob Slagle  815 Brazos, Suite 200 Chair, State Democratic 
Full Name &illrq Addrsros rills or P ~ d i f ~ i  

Austin, TX 78701 Executive Committee 

m m  at BanlL DepxJitoFy, et+ Wllng w d d q  and DP Coco?, 
First Republic Bank Austin, 501 Congress, Austln, TX 78701 
First Republic Bank For t  Worth, P . O .  Box 2260, Fort Worth, TX 76113 

I umfy rhzt I have exmmed mc; Slarernenr 
l Y P E  OR PRINT NAME OF TREASURER 1 S I G M ~ O F J R E A S U A E R  , 1o #7 1 OATE 

to tne bsf of my knowledp and b&ef du ~ U Q .  aur-sct and wmplere. 

FEC4763-TDP-OOOX , 
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Texas Democratic P a r t y  - Federal 
COO099267 

ATTACHMENT TO STATEMENT OF QRGAVIZATION 

October 30, 1987 

The County Democratic Party committees of t he  Texas Democratic Par ty  
are n e i t h e r  es tab l i shed ,  control led,  nor  financed by t h e  S t a t e  Party 
Committee. 
nor does the S t a t e  Comiiittee cont ro l  t h e i r  expenditures. 

The only cont ro l  exercised by the S t a t e  Democratic Executive Commit- 
tee (whose committee, fo r  federa l  e l e c t i o n  purposes, i s  the  Texas 
Democratic Par ty  - Federal)  over t he  County Democratic Executive 
Committees i s  i n  the removal of County Par ty  Officers i f  t h e  
o f f i c e r  publ ic ly  supports o r  endorses an opposing par ty  o r  the 
nominee of an opposing party or  a candidate seeking the nomination 
of an opposing par ty .  
Rules of the Democratic Par ty  ~f Texas. 

They da no t  receive funds from t h e  S ta t e  Party Committee, 

' 

See Ar t i c l e  IV.C.2 - 4 of the at tached 

-. 
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HOW TO BE A DELEGATE TO THE 
1996 DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL CONVEWIQN 

State Democratic Executive Committee 
81 5 Brazos, Suite 200 
Austin, Texas 78701 

(5 12)478-8746 

January 1996 

mw*a 

FEC4763-TDP-001 C 
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(rules changes adopted by the 1996 Texas Democratic Convention) 

Amend Article lll.A.6 to read: 

no person may hold or vote more than one proxy. Proxy holders for senatorial 
district representatives on the State Committee must reside in the same 
senatorial district as the member assigning the proxy. Proxy holders for 
representatives of the Texas Democratic County Chairs Association, the Texas 
Young Democrats, the Texas Democratic Women, the Senate Democratic 
Caucus, the House Democratic Caucus, the Texas Coalition of Black Democrats. 
the Teiano Democrats and the Non-Urban Caucus must be members of the 
same organization. No proxy voting shall be permitted at meetings of any 
County Committee (Sec. 171.026). 

6. Proxy voting shall be permitted at State Committee meetings, provided 

Amend Article lll.B.2 (paragraph one) 

elected from every senatorial district, two from the Texas Democratic County 
Chairs Association, two from the Texas Young Democrats, one from the Senate 
Democratic Caucus, one from the House Democratic Caucus, two from the 
Texas Democratic Women, two from the Texas Coalition of Black Democrats_ 
two from the Teiano Democrats and two from the Non-Urban Caucus. 

2. Members. The State Committee shall be composed of two members 

Amend Article 11.8.2 (paragraph three) 

Texas Democratic County Chairs Association, the President and the next highest 
ranking Officer o i  the opposite sex of the Texas Young Democrats, the President 
and next hiahest rankinq Officer of the Texas Democratic Women. the President 
and the next hiclhest rankincl Officer of the Texas Coalition of Black Democrats. 
two representatiye of the Teiano Democrats elected at the State Democratic 
Convention. and the Chair and the next hiahest xankinq officer of the opuosite 
sex of the Non-Urban Caucu? also shall be members of the Stale Committee. 
They shall participate in the proceedings of the State Committee insofar as the 
Election Code will permit. 

The Chair and the next highest ranking Officer ob the opposite sex of the 

111.8.1 (paragraph 6) 
The Treasurer’s duties shall be to present a financial report at each SDEC 
meeting and to perform duties assigned by the Chair. The disbursement of 
funds shall be the responsibility of the State Chair or of the Chair’s d e s i g n e e u  
provided the designeeu be approved by the SDEC. 

-over- 
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1V.A. (new paragraph) 
30. Each particioant may cast a number of votes equal to the number of 

Deleqates allocated to such Caucus. For example. if there are three 
positions to be filled. each deleqate may cast three full votes in the followinq 
manner: a.) one vote for each of three candidates: orb.) two votes for one 
candidate and one vote for one other candidate: c.) three votes for a sinqle 
candidate. Onlv a full vote mav be cast, fractions of a vote are orohibited. 
Persons receivina the hiahest number of votes shall be the Deleclates 
elected bv that caucus. 

lll.C.6 Meetings: Three statutory meetings shall be held in even-number.& 
years: 

a.) In January; 
b.) On the Thursdav or Friday after the First Primary; and 
c.) On the Thursdav or Friday after the Second or “Run-off Primary. 

Precincts Chairs shall be notified bv written notice five davs in advance of all 
meetinqs excludinq emeraencv situations. 

Amend Article IV.A.8 to read: 

\- 8. Resolutions: -p . .  

Because of lime constraints. in order to be 
considered a State Convention. a resolution must have either passed a county 
or senate district convention or have been referred favorablv to the Convention 
bv the SDEC. throuah the SDEC Resolutions Committee. 



Texas Democratic Party 

January 1996 

Dear Fellow Democrat: 

Much is at stake in this election year, a turnaround year for the Democratic Party of Texas. We 
are rebuilding the organization of the Texas Democratic Party, bringing back home an older 
generation of Texans and welcoming many new Democrats into our ranks. 

- We are the Party of mainstream values -- improved public education and worker training, equal 
opportunity, and common sense defense of clean air and water. We can preserve these values 
only through our individual commitment to hard work. 

It is particularly important that mainstream Democrats attend their precinct, and other 
conventions this year. At least one radical right-wing group is planning to turn its people out at 
our Party's cocventions, to push a narrow and controversial agenda. Please use the attached rules 
to make sure you are prepared to meet this challenge. 

We should thank the Rules Subcommittee, chaired by S.D. 22 Committeeman John Cullar, for 
updating the Rules. 

Thank you for being a Texas Democrat. With warm regards, I am 

Bill White, 
Chair 

815 Brazos. Suite 2UO/Austin. Texas 78701/(512) 478-8746 &'e- FEG4763-TDB-OOI 3 
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ARIICIX 1 
SI'A'I'EMENT OF PRINCIPLES 

The Uetnocratic Party of Texas hereby adopts 
the following Statement of Principles as the 
foundation for Party activities at all levels: 

We believe that the 1)eniocratic Party with its 
great diversity, its flexibility of organization, its 
historic adaptability to fruitful change, and its 
instinctive responsiveness to human needs and 
aspirations, can provide the leadership required 
in  these challenging times; 

That we must join together with a renewed faith 
in  our country, in our state, and in our Party to 
provide our people with responsive, responsible 
government; 

'That government functions best when it is clos- 
est to the people; 

That our government is and should be of laws 
and not of favoritism or of arbitrary caprice, 
and therefore we condemn any resolution of 
conflicts, save through legal processes; 

'That the Democratic Party of Texas stands for 
law and order, for total and unceasing war 
against crime, for strengthening law enforce- 
ment agencies, and for justice under law; 

That all citizens, no matter what their religion 
or race or how humble or exalted their origin 
or station, have the duty to participate fully at 
every level of government and are entitled to 
an equal voice and to equal treatment at its 
hands; 

That all Democrats are bound to defend, to pro- 
tect, and to honor our nation, our state, and our 
Party, and that when they are right, i t  is our 
privilege to sustain them, but when they err, i t  
is our duty to correct them; and 

That as Democrats, we are proud and upright 
citizens of the United States, that we are deter- 
mined not only to serve our country, but also to 
stand shoulder to shoulder with citizens of other 
states in providing meaningful, responsible, and 
constructive leadership for our great nation. 

To achieve these principles, we hercby tnakc 
these declarations and adopt the followin:< Kules 
to govern Party activities a1 all levels: 

No test of membership in, nor oaths of loyalty 
to, the Democratic Party of 'I'esas shall b e  rc- 

quired or used if it have the effect of requiring 
prospective or current members of the 11~1710- 
cratic Party to acquiesce in, condone, or sup- 
port discrimination on the grounds of race, sex, 
sexual orientation, age, color, creed, national 
origin, religion, ethnic identity, economic sta- 
tus, handicap or disability. 

The Democratic Party at all levels shall support 
the broadest possible voter registration and par- 
ticipation without discrimination on the 
grounds of race, sex, age, color, creed, natiorial 
origin, religion, ethnic identity, economic sta- 
tus, handicap or disability. 

It  shall be the duty of the State Chair and Party 
Officers at all levels to take affirmative steps to 
encourage young people, women and minori- 
ties to seek selection as Delegates to Party Con- 
ventions and as members of Party Committees 
so that they shall be represented in reasonable 
relationship to their presence in i k  state. 

Every person who accepts a Party office at any 
level (including the position of Convention Del- 
egate and Alternate) must agree to support all 
of the Party's nominees or shall be removed. 

Public meetings at all levels of the Democratic 
Party shall be open to all members of the 
Democratic Party of Texas, regardless of race, 
sex, age, color, creed, national origin, religion, 
ethnic identity, economic status, philosophical 
persuasion, handicap or disability. 

The lime and p:ace of all meetings of the Demo- 
cratic Party of Texas at all levels shall be publi- 
cized fully and in such mann,er as to assure 
timely notice to all interested persons. Such 
meetings shall be held in places accessible to 
all Party members and large enough to accom- 
modate all interested persons. 

The Democratic Party of Texas shall publicize 
fully and in such manner as to assure notice to 
all interested parties a complete description of 
the legal and practical qualifications and pro- 
cedures for selecting Democratic Party Offic- 
ers and Representatives at all levels. Publica- 
tion of these procedures shall be done timely 
and in such a fashion that all prospective and 
current members of the Democratic Party and 
all prospective candidates or applicants will be 
fully and adequately informed of the pert inenl 
procedures in  time to participate i n  each selcc- 
tion procedure at each levcl of file Lhnucralic 
Party organization and to compelc for Ltny 
elected or appointed position. 

1 
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ARI’ICIX II 
NAME, MEMBERSHIP, AND POWERS 

A. Name 

‘The name of this Party shall be the “Lkmocratic 
Party of ‘I’exas,” hereinafter referred to as the 
“State Party.” 

€3. Membership and Participation 

Any qualified Texas voter 18  years of age or older 
who supports the foregoing “Statement of Prin- 
ciples” of the Democratic Party may participate 
fully in any Party meetings and may be elected to 
any Party office, except where specifically pro- 
hibited by law or by Party Rules. 

State Party between State Conventions, in compli- 
a w e  with the law and with the directives of the 
Convcntions. 

’The various County Executive Committees, here- 
inafter referred to as the “County Committees,” 
shall carryon the activities of the Democratic Party 
within their respective counties, in compliance 
with the law and with Party Rules. 

A. 
and Officers 

1. Such Committee meetings sha!l be held as 
required by law or by these Rules, called by the 
Committee Chair, or petitioned for in writing by 
at least 51% of the Committee membership. 

General Rules on Executive Committees 

AI1 Party Officers shall be residents of the pre- 2. At all Party meetings other than Conven- 
cinct, district, or other political subdivision which tions and Convention Caucuses, a majority of the 
they represent, and any moving of their residences Committee membership shall constitute a quo- 
out of such political subdivisions shal! constitute rum, unless state law or these Party Rules specifi- 
an automatic vacancy, unless the boundary lines cally provide otherwise. At meetings of County 
are changed and such Party Officer has not Committees, 40% of the membership shall con- 
changed residence. stitute a quorum. 

All Convention Delegates and Alternates at each 3. Unless otherwise provided for by statute 
level must be residents of the geographical area or by these Rules, the current edition of Kobert’s 
which they represent. Rules of Order, Newly Revisedshall be the parlia- 

rnentary authority governing all Party Committee 
C. Powers of Executive Committees meetings and procedures. 

The State Democratic Executive Committee, here- 
inafter referred to as the “State Committee” or as 
the “SDEC,” shall carry on the activities of the 
State Party between State Conventions, in coni- 
pliance with the law and with the directives of 
the Conventions. 

The various County Executive Committees, here- 
inafter referred to as the “County Committees,” 
shall carry on the activities of the Lkmocratic 
Party within their respective counties, in coin- 
pliance with the law and with Party Rules. 

AR’I‘ICLE 111 
EXECUTIVE C o m r r r w  

It is a basic andf~IidaziieIi~i~lpreceyl of the T C M S  
Demacratic Party that dways, atid at all levzis, 
there shall be no secret bdots, therr s h I 1  be 110 
fees charged for vofing, and rneetitcqs shall be 
open fo fhe public. 

l’he State Democratic Exccutive Coniinitlee, here- 
inafter referred to as the “State Committee" or as 
the “SDEC,” shall carry on the activities of the 

4. The method of voting at all Party Commit- 
tee meetings may be by voice vote, by (standing) 
division of the house, by signed written ballot, or 
by roll call vote. The method used shall be left to 
the discretion of the Chair, except that on request 
of any member (who need not be recognized by 
the Chair to voice such rzquest), a standing divi- 
sion must be held, and the request of one-fifth of 
the members shall require a roll call vote. 

5. Minutes or a transcript shall be taken at 
all Party Committee meetings, and a written copy 
shall be furnished each Committee member within 
30 days after the meeting. 

6. Proxy voting shall be pcrniitfed at State 
Committee meetings, provided no person may hold 
or vote more than one proxy. Proxy holders for 
senatorial district representatives on the State 
Committee must reside in the same senatorial dis- 
trict as the member assigning the proxy. Proxy 
holders for representatives of the ’I’exas Demo- 
cratic County Chairs Associalion, thc ’I’exas Young 
Democrats, the ‘I‘exas Uemocratic Women, the 
Senate Uemocratic Caucus, and Ihe House Demo- 
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cratic Caucus must be niembers of the same or- 
ganization. No proxy voting shall be permitted 
at  meetings of any County Committee. (Sec. 
17 1.026) 

7. No action of a Sub-Committee or any 
Standing Committee shall replace or supersede 
the actions o r  authority of the Committee as a 
whole, and any actions by Sub-committees shall 
be subject to review and revision by the superior 
authority of the full Commitiee at its subsequent 
meetings. 

8. All Party Committee meetings at all levels 
shall be open to the public and to the press. 

9. Not later than the 59th day before the pri- 
mary election, the State Committee shall meet at 
a place de.signated by the State Chair. Notifica- 
tion of the time, date, place, and purpose of the 
meeting shall be delivered by mail to all mem- 
bers of the State Committee and to all persons 
who have requested that the State Chair have their 
name placed on the primary ballot. The State 
Committee at this meeting shall certify the name 
of each candidate filingwith the State Chair whose 
name is to appear on the primary ballot. Not later 
than the 57th day before the primary, the State 
Chair shall then deliver to each County Chair a 
written list of the name of each candidate so cer- 
tified to appear on the primary ballot in that 
county. No candidate who would file with the 
State Chair shall appear on the primary ballot 
who is not so certified by the State Committee, 
except that the Stale Committee may delegate to 
the State Chair authority to certify corrections or 
amendments to the certifications, and the State 
Chair shall have authority to certify candidates 
for whom an extended filing deadline renders it 
impossible for the State Committee to make such 
certification as required above. (Sec. 172.028) 

10. Voters may by petition require a referen- 
dum issue to be placed on the general primary 
election ballot. Such petitiolis must be filed with 
the State Chair during the  sa:^ filing period ap- 
plicable tocandidates for federal, state, andcounty 
office. In addition to requirements mandated by 
state law (Sec. 172.088), all petitions must con- 
tain the following wording and information: 

a. An oath of affiliation to the Democratic 
Party of Texas as part of the petition statement as 
follows: 

“(f I sen this petifion, I hew& n f f i h k  mnyseit‘ 
with fhe Deniocrafic &r/y o/‘ ‘li.s;r.s, anti I swear 

or affirm ihai durirg /speciiy the calendar year 
in which the proposal in ihe petifion is sought to 
be on the ballof] 

I will suppori ihe nominees of the Democraiic 
Pary of Texas and ihai 1 ;dl not voie in a pri- 
mary eiection or pariicipafe iii a convenfion of 
anofher pariy during /specify the calendar year 
in which fhe proposal in the pefifion is sough f to 
be on the bdloi]. 

I know fhaf ihe purpose of  fhis pefifion is fo  re- 
quire fhe Texas Uemocrufic Party to pface the 
proposal described below on the ballof for ihe 
[date] general elecfion priniary elecfion of ihe 
Texas Deniocrs tic Parfy ” 

(signature of petition signer) 

“Sworn to (or affirmed) and signed before me the 
undersigned authority on this the - day of 

signature of person administering oath 

printed name of person administering oath 

address of person administering oath 

telephone # of person administering oath 

title of office and county of residence of person 
administering oath” 

b. The person administering the oath may 
be either: a Judge, clerk or commissioner of any 
court of record; a !icensed Notary Public; aJus- 
tice of the Peace; the Secretary of Staie of Texas; 
any member of the State Democratic Executive 
Committee of Texas; any member of the County 
Executive Committee of the Democratic Party for 
the Texas county in which the person signing the 
petition resides; or a person expressly authorized 
in writing to administer this oath by the State 
Chair or a County Chair for the Texas county in 
which the person signing the petition resides. The 
State Chain: and any such County Chair shall keep 
as a permanent part of pariy records a true copy 
of any such authorization. Each person adminis- 
tering the oath must sign in the place shown, and 
print his or her name, address, office and county 

3 
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c. The form of the petition, including a de- 
scription of the proposal that is to be submitted, 
the spacing and type size and instructions to com- 
ply with this Rule must be approved by the State 
Chair. The oath of the petition signer and the 
description of the proposal shall be in bold type. 

d. The State Chair is hereby delegated all 
other authority necessary to effectuate this Rule. 

e. The State Executive Committee shall pre- 
scribe the wording of the proposition submitting 
a proposal. (Sec. 172.0SSg1 

f. 
Spanish. 

11. Acceptance by any person of a Party Of- 
fice and participation in that capacity constitutes 
an agreement to the provision in the Statement 
of Principles that “every person who accepts a 
Party office at any level (including the positions 
of Convention Delegate and Alternate), must g r e e  
to support all of the Party’s nominees or shall be 
subject to removal.” 

12. Grounds for Remova.1: A Party Officer shall 
be removed from office if during the current term 
of office such Officer publicly supports or en- 
dorses an opposing Party or  a nominee of an op- 
posing Party, a person seeking the nomination of 
an opposing Party, or a non-Democratic candi- 
date seeking an office in an election in which can- 
didates may file by Party affiliation and a Demo- 
crat is seeking the office in question. 

13. The terms “publicly supports” and “en- 
dorses” shall include, but not be limited to, serv- 
ing on ‘a campaign committee; giving financial 
support, including contributing money or its 
equivalent, such as equipment loans, services, or 
supplies; willingly and knowingly allowing the 
Officer’s name to be used in any kind of letter, 
public endorsement, news reiease, or advertise- 
ment; or actively soliciting votes by making a pub- 
lic appearance or a door-to-door solicitation of 
votes. 

14. Method of Removal: The following pro- 
cedures shall govern implementation and en- 
forcement of the foregoing subsections 12 Ec 13: 

a. A complaint may be filed only by a quali- 
fied voter who must be a Democrat and who re- 
sides in the political subdivision represented by 

The petition shall be in both English and 

b. Complaints alleging violations of subsec- 
tions 12 and 13 by a State Committee Officer or 
member, by a National Committee member, or by 
a Senatorial District or County Chair shall be for- 
warded to the State Chair. Complaints alleging 
violations by other Party Officers except Conven- 
tion Delegate or Alternate shall be forwarded to 
the County Chair. Immediately upon receiving a 
written complaint, together with specific evidence 
that a Party Officer has violated subsections 12 
and 13 above, the notified Officer shall notify the 
subject Officer by “certified mail, return receipt 
requested,” and “deliver to addressee only,” of 
such written complaint and supporting evidence 
and of rules governing such complaints. In this 
communiquk the subject Officer shall be advised 
that unless such Party Officer delivers to the iio- 
tified Chair within 10 days of receiving this no- 
tice, a written denial signed by such Party Of- 
ficer and specifically denying the particular vio- 
lation of subsections I 2  and 13 above which has 
been alleged specifically, the notified Chair shall 
declare the office hcld by such Party Officer to be 
vacant. 

c. If the Party Officer fails to deliver the 
written response as required above, the notified 
Chair immediately shall declare the office held 
by such Officer to be vacant. 

if the Party Officer delivers a written denial to 
the notified Chair within the Lime prescribed 
above, the Chair within five days thereafter, shall 
determine whether the denial fairly and specifi- 
cally denies the allegations in the complaint. A 
Chair who determines that the denial does not 
fairly and specifically deny the allegation shall 
declare the office held by such Party Officer to be 
vacant. 

The Chair imniediately shall mail written notice 
of a decision and/or of a vacancy to the com- 
plaining person and to the Party Officer. 

d. Either party may seek rcview of the deci- 
sion or action taken by a County Chair by filing a 
written request with the State Chair within 10 
days after receiving notice of the County Chair’s 
decision. If the County Chair fails to mail a no- 
tice of the decision required above within Z 1 days 
from the date the notification of the complaint 
was mailed to the Party Officer, the complaining 
party may seek review by the State Chair by fil- 
ing a written request within IO days therefrom. 
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No vacancy shall be filled during the time allowed 
to request review or while a review is under con- 
sideration. ute. (Sec. 17 1.002) 

All officers shall be non-voting members except 
the Chair and First Vice Chair as provided by stat- 

e. Within 10 days after receiving a request 
for review, the State Chair should determine 
whether the action or inaction of the County 
Chair shall be sustained or reversed. The only 
grounds for review shall be: 

(1.) Whether the complaint against the Party 
Officer fairly and specifically states an allegation 
of conduct violating subsections 12 and 13 above; 

(2.) Whether the response filed by the Party 
Officer fairly and specifically denies the allega- 
tions in the complaint; 

(3.) Whether there are procedural deficien- 
cies, including notice requirements, of the com- 
plaint filed hereunder. 

f. The State Chair immediately shall mail 
written notice of the decision regarding the re- 
view to the County Chair, to the Party Officer, 
and to the complaining person. If the State Chair’s 
decision affirms or declares a vacancy, the County 
Chair shall initiate steps necessary to fill it. 

g. If a County Chair fails to send the origi- 
nal notice required by subsection 14.f above 
within three days after receiving a complaint, the 
complaining person may present the complaint 
to the State Chair, who, upon receiving the com- 
plaint, shall assume the duties of the County Chair 
prescribed herein. 

h. Any Party Officer so removed shall be in- 
eligible to serve as a Democratic Party Officer for 
the remainder of that term. 

B. State Executive Committee 

1. Officers: I n  conlpliance with Chapter 17 1 
of the Texas Election Code, the State Convention 
inJune of even-numbered yearssliall elect a “State 
Chairman,” hereinafter referred to as the “State 
Chair” or as the “Party Chair.” ‘I’he Convention 
also shall elect a First Vice Chair of opposite sex 
from the State Chair, a Vice Chair for Financial 
Affairs, a Secretary, and a Treasurer. These shall 
be the Qfficers of the State Committee, and they 
shall serve for two years or until their successors 
are elected; except that the first Vice Chair shall 
continue to serve until the close of the Presiden- 
tial Nominating Convention in Presidential years. 

The State Chair shall be the Principal and Presid- 
ing Officer of the State Committee, shall have all 
of the authority and duties implied by such title 
and expressed and implied by these Rules, and 
shall have the authority to establish and to ap- 
point Committees and deal with the affairs of the 
Party. 

The First Vice Chair shall assist the Chair and shall 
have the duties and authority implied by such title 
or assigned by the Chair or by the State Commit- 
tee. The First Vice Chair shall preside over meet- 
ings of the State Committee in the absence of the 
Chair and shall fill any ex-officio position cre- 
ated for Party Vice Chairs, including membership 
on the National Committee. 

The Vice Chair for Financial Affairs shall have 
responsibilities for fund-raising under the direc- 
tion of the Chair and shall have other duties and 
responsibiliiies assigned by the Chair or by the 
State Committee. 

The Secretary shall have the duties and authority 
implied by such title. 

The Treasurer’s duties shall be to present a fi- 
nancial report at each SDEC meeting and to per- 
form duties assigned by the Chair. The disburse- 
ment of funds shall be the responsibility of the 
State Chair or of the Chair’s designee, provided 
the designee be approved by the SDEC. 

The State Chair shall cause an audit of the finan- 
cial records of the State Committee to be made by 
a certified public accountant at least once each 
calendar year. A copy of the report of such audit 
shall be furnished to each member and Officer of 
the State Committee. 

Vacancies: When a vacancy occurs in any of these 
offices between State Conventions, a majority of 
the members of the State: Committee shall elect a 
successor, who need not be a current member of 
the State Committee. Members shall receive writ- 
ten notice issued by the Chair, or, if that office be 
vacant, by the First Vice Chair, at least two weeks 
prior to the meefing at which an election will be 
held. Any member of the State Committee may 
noniinate a candida!e for the vacant office. 

When an interim vacancy in the office of the State 
Chair is filled by the State Committee, the term of 
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office for the interim Chair shall be for the dura- 
tion of the normal term. 

Removal: In addition to the procedures under 
Article 1II.A. 14, any Officer or member of the State 
Committee may be removed for good cause by a 
two-thirds majority of State Committee members. 
All members must receive written notice from the 
Chair at least 30 days before a meeting at which 
removd will be considered. Balloting may not be 
done by mail. For removal of members, two-thirds 
of the District Executive Committee or two-thirds 
of the State Executive Committee or two-thirds 
of the Delegates to the State Convention from the 
District at which the member was last elected 
must petition for removal of the State Committee 
member before proceedings shall be brought be- 
fore the State Committee. For removal of Offic- 
ers, either two-thirds of the County Chairs, or 
two-thirds of the Delegates to the State Conven- 
tion at which the Officer was last elected or two- 
thirds of the State Committee must petition for 
the removal of the State Committee Officer be- 
fore removal proceedings shall be brought be- 
fore the State Committee. 

Should the State Chair be subject to petition for 
removal under this Article, then the First Vice 
Chair shall give notice of said petition to the State 
Committee and give proper notice by mail of said 
meeting. 

2. Members: The State Committee shall be 
composed of two members elected from every 
senatorial district, two from theTexas Democratic 
County Chairs Association, two from the Texas 
Young Democrats, one from the Senate Demo- 
cratic Caucus, one from the House Democratic 
Caucus, and two from the Texas Democratic 
Women. They shall be elected as follows: 

The State Convention in June of even-numbered 
years shall elect 62 members of the State Com- 
mittee, one man and one woman from each sena- 
torial district, who shali be those recomniended 
by the Delegates from the counties composing the 
respective senatorial districts. Each county shall 
vote its full Convention strength divided propor- 
tionately among its Delegates present. Commit- 
tee members shall serve until their successors take 
office, which shall be on adjournment of the State 
Convention at which they are elected. 

The Chair and the next highest ranking Officer 
of the opposite sex of the Texas Democratic 
County Chajrs Assocjalion and the President and 
next highest rankins Officer of the opposite sex 

of the Texas Young Democrats also shall be mem- 
bers of the State Committee. They shall partici- 
pate in the proceedings of the SLate Committee 
insofar as the Election Code will permit. 

The members representing the Senate Democratic 
Caucus and the House Democratic Caucus shall 
be nomsting ex-officio members selected by their 
respective caucuses. 

The President and Vice-President of the Texas 
Democratic Women shall be nonvoting ex-officio 
members. 

Vacancies: When a vacancy occurs on the State 
Committee, a majority of the members of the 
Committee shall fill the vacancy by electing an 
eligible person of the same sex and from the same 
senatorial district as the vacating member. Mem- 
bers of the State Committee and of the Senatorial 
District Executive Committee of the affected dis- 
trict and, if known, the Chair of the affected 
district's Senatorial District Caucus at the last State 
Convention, shall be mailed written notice issued 
by the State Chair at least four weeks prior to the 
meeting at which such vacancy will be filled. A 
vacancy shall be filled no later than the next nieet- 
ing which follows its occurrence by five weeks. 

C. Cmnty Executive Committee 

1. Members and Officers: Each county shall 
have a County Executive Committee composed of 
a County Chair and of one Precinct Chair from 
each elkction precinct in the county. (Sec. 
I 7 1.022) 

These shall be elected by majority vote in the Party 
Primaries held in even-numbered years. The 
County Chair shal! be elected by the qualified 
voters of the county, and the Precinct Chairs by 
the qualified voters of their respective precincts. 

The County Committee may name a Secretary, 
who need not be a member of the Committee. 
The Secretary legally is authorized to receive ap- 
plications for a place on the Primary ballot, and 
an application received by the Secretary shall be 
filed officially. The combined amount of m y  com- 
pensation paid from the Primary fund to the Sec- 
retary and the Chair for their services shall in no 
case exceed the lesser of $8,000.00 or 5% of the 
amount actually spent for necessary expenses in 
holding the Primary Election for that year, exciu- 
sive of the compensation paid to the Chair and 
Secretary. (Sec. 173.004) 



The County Committee may, by majority vote, precinct number. Applications, and petitions if 
adopt continuing rules for the conduct of its busi- applicable, shall be filed no later than 6 p.m. on 
ness, so long as they are not prohibited by law or January 2 before the Primary Election. This dead- 
are not inconsistent with these Party Rules. Such line shall be extended until the next working day 
rules shall be filed with the State Chair. if it falls on a weekend or a holiday. 

The term of office for members of the County 
Committee shall begin on the twentieth day fol- 
lowing the Runoff Primary and shall continue for 
two years or until their successors are elected and 
certified. (Sec. 171.022(c)) 

2. Qualifications: Democrats I 8  years of age 
or older are eligible for the offices of Precinct or 
of County Chair, provided they meet the criteria 
which follow: 

a. They a r e  qualified voters (Sec 
161.005(a)(l)) and vote in all Democratic Pri- 
maries, not including runoffs, in the voting year; 
and 

b. They are not candidates for, nor holders 
of an elective office of the federal, state, or county 
government (Sec. 161.005(a)(2)); and 

c. They are residents of the precinct or 
county from which they seek election (Sections 
171.023(a) and 161.005(a)(l)). 

3. Election Procedure: A qualified Party 
member may become a candidate for County or 
Precinct Chair by filing a written application in 
the county using a form which shall be provided 
by the County Chair upon request. In addition, 
qualified Party members filing for the office of 
County Chsir in a county with a population of I 
million or more, shall include a petition contain- 
ing the signatures of 15 percent of the current 
precinct chairs in the county using a form which 
shall be provided by the State Party. The petition 
shall contain the candidate’s sworn oath that the 
signatures thereon are valid and that each was 
signed in the presence of the candidate o r  
candidate’s representative. The application, and 
petition if applicable, shall be filed with the 
County Chair or with the Secretary of the County 
Committee i f  there be one (Sections 
171.022(a)(2), 172.021 and 172.023), and 
signed and duly acknowledged by the candidate; 
a copy of the petition shall also be filed with the 
Chair of the Texas Democratic Party. The appli- 
cation shall state the candidate’s occupation, 
county of residence, post office address, and date 
of birth, indicating the office sought. The peti- 
tion, if applicable, shall include the precinct 
chair’s signature, name, post office address, and 

An application mailed but not received by this 
deadline shall not be accepted. (Sec. 172.023) 

No later than the day before the filing deadline 
the County Chair shall post on the bulletin board 
at the County Courthouse used for posting no- 
tices of meetings of the Commissioners Court a 
notice of the address at which the County Chair 
or the Secretary will be available to receive ap- 
plications on the last day of the filing period. (Sec. 
172.022) 

Write-in votes for Precinct and County Chair are 
permitted by law in the First Primary Election, 
whether or not there are other candidates for 
these offices on the ballot. Write-in votes, how- 
ever, are not allowed in the Second or “Runoff” 
Primary. (Sec. I 72.1 12) 

No later than 20 days after the local canvass the 
County Chair shall delivcr to the State Chair and 
to the County Clerk written notice of the name, 
address, and precinct number of each Precinct 
and County Chair elected. (Sec. 172. I 18) 

4. Vacancies: When a vacancy occurs in the 
office of County Chair, the Secretary of the County 
Committee may call a meeting to fill the vacancy 
at any time after it occurs. Upon the written re- 
quest of any Committee member, however, the 
Secretary shall call one for a date not more than 
20 days after receiving the request, giving each 
member notice of the time, place, and purpose. 
Should a Committee Secretary fail to act after be- 
ing requested in writing to do so, the State Chair 
shall call the meeting in like manner. The Of- 
ficer calling the meeting shall designate a Tem- 
porary Chair to preside until the new Permanent 
Cnair is elected. (Sec. I7  1.025) 

Any other vacancy on the Committee shall be 
filled by majority vote of the County Committee 
at a meeting at which a majority of the member- 
ship shall constitute a quorum. (Sec. 171.024) 
Written notice of the replacement member’s name 
and address shall be promptly delivered to the 
State Chair and to the County Chair. (Sec. 
17 1.024) 

When the precinct boundaries are changed be- 
tween Primary Elections and only one current Pre- 
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cinct Chair resides within the new precinct, that 
Chair shall continue the term of office. If more 
than one current Chair or i f  none resides within 
the new precinct, however, the office automati- 
cally shall become vacant and shall be filled as 
provided herein. (Sec. I 7  1.023) 

Changes in precinct boundaries made by the 
Commissioners Court shall not become effective 
to alter membership of the County Committee 
until February 1 after the changes are ordered. 
(Sec. 17 1.023) 

5. Duties and Responsibilities: Statutory 
duties of the County Executive Committee include 
collecting filing fees (Sections 172.021 and 
172.022); appointii?g watchers (Sec. 33.03); de- 
termining the order of names on the ballot (Sec- 
tions 172.082 and 172.084); canvassing Primary 
results (Sec. 172.1 16); and setting and publiciz- 
ing times and places for Precinct and County Con- 
ventions (Sections 174.022 and 174.063). Ad- 
ditional responsibilities are outlined in the Texas 
Election Code in Chapters I 7  1 ,  172, 173, and 
174 as well as Sections 31.032,32.006,32.034, 
32.093, 32.1 11,  34.007, 42.009, 43.003, 
51.002, 51.003, 51.035, 52.002, 123.001, 
123.033, 124.065, 125.031, 143.033, and 
145.036. 

In addition to its statutory duties, the County Com- 
mittee shall have primary responsibility for plan- 
ning and for coordinating the General Election 
Campaigns of the Democratic Party’s nominees 
within the county. In the case of nominees run- 
ning for office in districts which include areas 
outside of the county, the County Committeeshall 
work with the Senatorial District Executive Com- 
mittee. This responsibility shali include raising 
funds for conducting local campaigns, for sup- 
porting the statewide effort for the entire ticket, 
for producing materials, and for coordinating lo- 
cal services for all Democratic campaigns. 

c. 
off” Primary. 

7. Expenditure of Funds: Expenditure of 
funds by the County Committee, unless otherwise 
specified by law, shall require the approval of at 
least 51% of its members present. 

D. Senatorial District Executive Committee 

1 .  Members and Officers: Each senatorial 
district shall have a Senatorial District Executive 
Committee, hereinafter referred to as the “Dis- 
trict Committee,” to be formed as follows: 

a. In a senatorial district composed of less 
than one county, the Precinct Chairs within the 
district shall constitute the District Committee. 
No later than the Statutory meeting of the County 
Committee in January, such Precinct Chairs shall 
elect one of their number to serve as Chair of 
their District Committee. (Sec. 17 1.053) 

b. For a senatorial district composed entirely 
of one whole county, the County Committee shall 
constitute the District Committee, and the County 
Chair shall be the District Chair. (Sec. 17 1.052) 

c. For a senatorial dish : ’t made up of more 
than one county or parts of more than one county, 
that District Committee’s membership shall in- 
clude the County Chair of each county wholly 
contained within that district and one District 
Committee member elected from among their 
number by each group of Precinct Chairs within 
that part of a county included in such senatorial 
district. The District Committee thus formed shall 
elect its own Chair. The District Committee mem- 
ber so elected by the group (or Committee) of 
Precinct Chairs (from only part of a county in- 
cluded in such a multi-county district) shali be, 
and act, also, as Chair of such group or commit- 
tee of Precinct Chairs. (Sec. 17 1.054) 

On the Friday after the Second or “Run- 

The County Committee may establish such com- 
mittees as it  deems appropriate to carry cut its 
nonstatutory duties and may appoint committee 
members who are not members of the County 
Committee. 

6. Meetings: Three statutory meetings 
shall be held in even-numbered years: 

a. In January; 

b. On the Friday after the First Primary; and 

d. A District Committee may elect such of- 
ficers, including a Secretary, and may assist in ac- 
complishing its business. Any Democrat quali- 
fied to hold Party office may hold any District 
Committee office other than that of Chair. Chairs 
must be either a Precinct or County Chair. (The 
office of Senatoriai District Executive Committee 
Chair is a different office than Senatorial District 
Convention Chair.) 

Within 3 days after the meeting of each County 
Committee at which District Committee members 
are elected, each County Chair shall forward to 



the State Chair the names and addresses of thc 
District Coniznjttee members and of the District 
Chair selected at the meeting. (Sections 
171.053(a) and 171.054(b)) 

-_ 7 Duties: Llistrict Committees shall have 
those responsibilities assigned by Texas statutes, 
such as filhlg certain vacancies in nominations 
for District Officers. (Chapter 145) 

They also shall be responsible for any duties in 
connection with Party activities which may be 
assigned by the State Committee. They may and 
should, on their own initiative, tindertake such 
efforts on behalf of the Party and its candidates 
which are appropriate on the district level. 

3. Other “District Committees”: Certain 
statutory provisions occasionally may require spe- 
cific action by a “District Committee” other than 
those basedon state senatorial districts. The mem- 
bership of such District Committees shall be de- 
termined by the same general rules applying to 
the formation of Senatorial District Committees, 
except that the geographical bounidaries used shsll 
be those pertaining to the relevant district. 

4. Meetings: When a District Committee 
composed of more than one county or of parts of 
more than one county must meet and organize 
before it has a permanent District Chair as pro- 
vided in these Rules, the State Chair shall desig- 
nate one member of the District Committee to 
serve as Temporary Chair to call the meeting to 
order and to preside until the Committee elects 
its own Chair. The permanent District Chair so 
elected shall serve for the remainder of the term 
of office and shall call subsequent meetings held 
during that time. (Sec. 171.054(1)(e)) 

E. Precinct Executive Committee 

At a meeting called by the County Chair, the Pre- 
cinct Chairs in each Commissioner precinct and 
each Justice precinct shall select one of their num- 
ber to serve as Chair of a Precinct Executive Com- 
mittee for each respective Commissioner precinct 
and Justice precinct. The Precinct Chairs of the 
election precincts within the Commissioner pre- 
cinct or Justice precinct shall constitute the Pre- 
cinct Executive Committee. However, if srrclr pre- 
cinct contains fewer than three county election 
precincts, the County Executive Committee shall 
be the Precinct Executive Committee and the 
County Chair shall serve as Chair of the Coni- 
mittee. (Sections 17 1.07 1, 17 1.072, and 
I 7  1.073) 

F. Additional Duties of District Commitkes 

When for any reason a vacancy occurs in an of- 
fice requiring a special election, the appropriate 
District Committee shall meet on the call of the 
State Chair for the purpose of considering the 
endorsement of a candidate for the open office. 
A District Committee may endorse a candidate in 
a special election, even if more than one Demo- 
crat is seeking election. 

The Committee shall be composed of the same 
members who would convene to fill a statutory 
ballot vacancy for the open office. The State Chair 
or the State Chair’s designee shall preside over 
the meeting and a Recording Secretary shall be 
elected by the Committee fo keep and prepare 
minutes. 

The Chair shall provide at least 72 hours notice 
of the meeting after learning a vacancy has or 
shall occur. In no case shall a meeting be called 
later than 14 days after the actual occurrence of 
the vacancy. 

First, balloting for or against an endorsement shall 
be conducted by recorded roll call vote or signed 
paper ballot. If an endorsement is approved, the 
same procedure shall be utilized in voting on can- 
didates for the endorsement. 

A candidate receiving a two-thirds vote of those 
present shall become the endorsed Democratic 
Party candidate. I f  no candidate receives a ma- 
jority vole, balloting shall continue until one 
candidate receives a majority or through five bal- 
lots. If no candidate has received a majority after 
the fifth ballot the low vote-getter will be removed 
from the list of eligible candidates before the sixth 
battot is taken and this procedure will continue 
with every succeeding ballot until one candidate 
receives a majority. If a tie shall occur between 
the bottom two vote-getters on or after the fifth 
ballot there will be a coin flip with the loser be- 
ing removed from the eligible list before the next 
ballot. Should an irresolvable tie occur (one last- 
ing through five ballots) between the top two vote- 
getters then the meeting shall be adjourned and 
there shall be no formally endorsed Democratic 
Party candidate. A majority of the Committee can 
petition the State Chair to re-convene the Coni- 
mittee at any time up to ten days prior to the elec- 
tion. 

I h e  Commiltee’s endorsed candidate will receive 
the help and support of the Democratic Party as 
if hc or she were the Lkmocratic nominee in the 
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general election. The provisions of Article 1II.A. 12 
allowing for removal of Party officers for failure 
to support the Democratic nominee shall not ap- 
ply to an officeholder supporting a Democrat 
other than the one endorsed through this pro- 
cess. 

ARTICLE IV 
PARTY CONVENTIONS 

It isa basic and fundamentalprecept of’fhe Texas 
Democratic Party fhaf always, and a f  all level4 
fhere shallbe no secref bafIof4 fhere shall be no 
fees charged for vofingandmeefitgs shallbe open 
fo  the public. This includes a&ncf organiza- 
tions and Caucuses recqnked for fhe purpose 
of m&rg nomina fions. 

A. General Rules Governing Party Conven- 
tions 

I .  Delegates lo all Party Conventions shall be 
selected in accordance with state law and with 
these Party Rules and in compliance with the 
rules, regulations, and official directives of the 
previous National Convention and of the Demo- 
cratic National Committee, as such directives per- 
tain to the next National convention. 

2. Unit Rule: The use of the unit rule or the 
practice of instructing delegations shall not be 
permitted at any level of the Convention process. 

3. Proxies: Proxy voting shall be allowed in 
Caucuses, Conventions, and Convention Cornmit- 
fees only when specifically permitfed by law. (Sec. 
174.068) 

Each multi-county senate district shall vote the 
full Delegate strength to which it is entitled, di- 
vided proportionately among the counties in at- 
tendance according to each county’s voting 
strength within the district. (Sec. 174.096) 

In any case, no proxies from any county shall be 
recognized at any Convention or Caucus so long 
as there is a Delegate present to cast the vote of 
the county. No person shall be permitted to hold 
or to vote a proxy for more than one county. (Sec. 
174.096) 

5. Media: Representatives of the news me- 
dia shall have the rieht to attend all. Conventions 
for purposes of repYrting the proceedings. (Sec. 
174.002) 

6. Minority Reports: Upon the vote of 10% 
of the Delegates to any Convention or the mem- 
bers of any Convention Committee, a minority 
report shall be prepared and presented to the 
Convention as a whole. Such minorityreport may 
be submitted to the Convention for consideration 
either by way of amendment or as a substitute for 
a majority report, provided, however, that addi- 
tional nominations for any Party office may al- 
ways be made from the floor of the Convention 
by any Delegate, except where Delegates or Party 
Officers are elected by smaller units as provided 
in these Rules. 

In case there are floor nomina:ions to fill an of- 
fice that is to be held by more than one person 
(such as National Committeeman or Commitiee- 
woman or At-Large Delegate to a higher Conven- 
tion), a person making a floor nomination shall 
identify both the floor nominee and nominee of 
the Nominating Committee against whom the 
floor nominee will be running. Proportional rep- 
resentation mandated by other Rules shall not be 
violated by the nomination or election of floor 
nominees. 

7. To Close Nominations: Unless otherwise 
stated in these Rules, nominations may not be 
closed until either no further nominations are 
forthcoming from the floor or a motion to close 
nominations has passed bya two-thirds vote. Such 
a motion, however, shall not be in order until “a 
reasonable time” has elapsed. 

8. Resolutions: In order to be considered at 
State Convention, a written resolution must ei- 
ther have passed at a county or senate district 
convention or have been referred favorably !o the 
Convention by the SDEC, through the SDEC Reso- 
lutions Committee, At State Conventions, all reso- 
lutions and proposed planks of the Party Platform 
must be submitted in writing (typed or printed) 
to the State Chair or to the Secretary or to the 
Chair’s designee no later than one hour after the 
Convention convenes. 

4. The current edition of Robert’s Rules of 9. Petition Requirements: A petition signed 
Ordeq Newh Kevi%ed shall govern parlismen- by 20% of the Delegates attending any Conven- 
tary procedure in all Conventions, Caucuses, and tion shall automatically place a specified item of 
Convention Committees, except where contrary business on that Convention’s agenda. A petition 
rules or procedures are specified in these Party to have an item placed on the State Convention 
Rules or by stale law. agenda must be submitted on forms prescribed 



by the State Chair. The L3elegate signature, badge 
number, and county m u s t  be included; separate 
petition forms are required for each senate dis- 
trict to speed verification. 

10. In presidential years, all persons nomi- 
nated for Delegate or Alternate or for any Party 
Committee dealing with the Delegate selection 
process, shall make known their presidential pref- 
erence or uncommitted stafus to the relev,ant as- 
sembly prior to their election. 

1 1. In selecting Delegates and Alternates at all 
Ievels, the Nominating Cornniittee and the Con- 
vention itself shall make every effort to select per- 
sons so that the delegation as a whole shall rea- 
sonably reflect the political preferences (in non- 
presidential years) or the presidential preference 
(in presidential years) and the proportion of 
women, young people, and minorities present in 
the district or state. 

12. Ex-officio Delegates: There shall be no 
autoniatic ex-officio Delegates included in Con- 
vention delegations at any level except that mem- 
bers of the Democratic National Committee, Of- 
ficers and members of the State Democratic Ex- 
ecutive Committee and Democratic County Chairs 
shall serve as ex-officio voting Delegates to the 
State Convention. These ex-officio De1ej;ates shall 
be added on as a part of their County and Senate 
District delegation. They shall not be; replaced 
with an Alternate i n  their absence. In y-ars when 
redistricting has changed district boundaries and 
numbers, State Democratic Executive Committee 
members shall have the option of halving their 
automatic delegate position be to either the dis- 
trict in which they were elected or to their new 
geographic district. In redistricting years, auto- 
matic delegates will inform the State Chair of their 
Senate District choice by no later than the SDEC 
meeting immediately preceding the State Conven- 
tion. 

13. No person shall be ineligible lo run for 
the position of Delegate or Alternate by reason of 
holding any public officc. 

14. No Party Committee may nominate or di- 
rectly influence the selection of Convention Del- 
egates unless it has been chosen during the cal- 
endar year of that Convention and Litiless due no- 
tice wasgiven at the time of its selection that this 
would be one of the Committee’s functions. 

1 15. 
ficer at tlie openin:< of each Convention to ex- 

It shalt bc the duty of the i’residin,q Of- 

1’ 

plain the rules governing that Convention and 
the ways in which Convention actions will influ- 
ence important Party actions and derisions at sub- 
sequent Convention levels. 

The Party Chair at each lcvel also shall circulate 
a concise public statement to this effect before 
the Convention. 

16. Methods of Voting: The following meth- 
ods of voting may be used in all Conventions, 
Caucuses, and Convention Committees: voice vote, 
(standing) division of the house, roll call vote, 
teller vote, or written ballot. Unless otlierwise 
specified in these Rules, the Presiding Chair may 
determine the voting method to be used on each 
particular question, except that on request of any 
qualified participant (who need not be recognized 
by the Chair to voice such request), a standing 
division vote must be held, arid the request of one- 
fifth of the qualified participants shall require a 
roll call vote. 

Secret ballots are specifically prohibited. 

17. The Rules on roll call vote shall be as fol- 
lows: in a Precinct convention the roll shall be 
the list of all qualified Party members present; in 
a Counfy or Senatorial District Convention, the 
list of all precincts within that county or senato- 
rial district; and in the State Convention, the list 
of senatorial districts within the state. 

A motion to require a roll call vote shall take pre- 
cedence over any other item of business. 

18. Voting for the following Party Officers, if 
there be more than one nominee, shall be by roll 
call or by written ballot. A written ballot shall 
record each delegate’s name, county, senate dis- 
trict and delegate’s choice of candidate. Each 
Officer to be voted on separately and not as a 
slate: Permanent Chair of the State Convention, 
Chair of the State Committee, and Natio:;al Com- 
mitteemen and Committeewomen. 

19. Each unit at each Convention shall vote 
the full Delegate strength to which it is entitled, 
divided proportionalely to the vote of its Delegates 
in attendance. (Sections 174.068 and 174.096) 

The voting strength of each county in the Senato- 
rial District or County Caucus shall be the same 
as the vute of that county on the floor of the Con- 
vent ion. 

20. ‘1‘11~ Chair of any dele:<atioii plani1ln:i 10 
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hold a Pre-Convention Caucus which shall for 
all practical purposes have the effect of selecting 
Delegates or Party Officers to represent that del- 
egation shall give ample advance notice of the time 
and place to each duly elected member of the 
delegation. 

2 1 .  No one shall be barred from election as a 
Delegate or Alternate to any Convention because 
of non-attendance at that or any preceding Con- 
vention, if such nominee otherwise qualifies for 
the post. 

22. At least one-third of the Delegates and 
one-third of the Alternates of any delegation 
elected at any level shall be of the sex opposite to 
that of the rest of the delegation. 

23. Any Delegate attending any Convention 
shall have the right to appear before any Con- 
vention Conitnittee tu make recommerndations, ei- 
ther orally or in writing, before the Committee 
takes final action on its report. The Committee 
may establish by majority vote reascmable time 
limits for such presentations and shall allot equal 
time to all wishing to appear. 

24. The specific time and place for each State 
Convention Conitnittee to meet shall. be estab- 
lished in advance of the Convention. 'This infor- 
mation shall be printed in the appropriate place 
in the official Convention program distributed to 
delegates prior to the opening of the Convention. 

25. The State Chair, any Permanent Standing 
Committees, or any duly elected Party Officer shall 
be empowered to charge a nominal fee, which is 
to be no greater than the unit cost of printing 
and postage, for any materials required by these 
Rules to be provided to interested persons on re- 
quest. 

26. A copy of all standing Party Eules which 
pertain to the conduct of the State Convention 
shall be printed in the official program of such 
Convention to be distributed to each [klegate dur- 
ing registration. 

27. The respective districts from which the 
members of Party Committees and Convention 
Delegates at all levels are elected in any given vot- 
ing year-whether Delegates be electc2d by popu- 
lar vote in the Primaries or by Party Conventioii- 
shall be the same as the correspondirig districts 
used in the Primary and General Election of that 
voting year. 

28. The succession of Alternate to Delegate 
status at National Conventions shall be governed 
by the following rules: 

a. A vacant Alternate position shall be filled 
by the Texas Delegation. The replacement shall 
beof the same political preference (in non-presi- 
dential years) or of the same presidential prefer- 
ence (in presidential years), shall be from Texas, 
and otherwise shall be eligible to serve as a Del- 
egate. 

b. A Delegate who is to be absent or resigns 
may select from among the Alternates elected by 
the State Cowention from which the Delegate was 
elected, that particular Alternate of the same po- 
litical preference (in non-presidential years) or 
of the sa.me presidential preference (in presiden- 
tial years), if possible, who shall assume Delegate 
status. 

c. When the Alternate is selected by the Del- 
egate, the date for determining that the Delegate 
and the Alternate have the same preference shall 
be their preferences as of the date when the Del- 
egate selects an Alternate. 

29. Any incumbent State Chair, Vice Chair, 
member of the State or National Committee, 
County Chair, or Senatorial District Chair, ~ 1 -  
Democratic holder of any state or federal office, 
may attend any Democratic Convention governed 
by these Rules, at any level, without being a Del- 
egate or Alternate, and may exercise all floor privi- 
leges, except voting. These floor privileges shall 
include speaking on any question and serving as 
a Convention Officer. (Sec. 174.097) 

B. Precinct Conventions 

1 .  Time and Place: A Precinct Convention 
shall be held in each election precinct on the day 
of the Primary Election. No later than its statu- 
toiy meeting in January, the County Committee 
or, on its failure to act, the County Chair, shall set 
the time for convening Precinct Conventions at 
7: 15 p.m. At the same meeting the County Coin- 
mittee shall determine the place for the Precinct 
Convention to be the polling place for that pre- 
cinct. IC the polling place is not considered large 
enou,qh for the expected number of participants, 
fhe County Committee may select an alternate 
place which is located centrally and is easily ac- 
cessible to the public. The time, date, place, and 
purpose of this statutory meeting of the County 
Commitlee shall bc publicized in advancc. (Sec. 
174.022) 
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At least 10 days before the Precinct Convention, 
the County Chair shall post the time, date, pl.acr, 
and purpose of thc Precinct Conventions within 
the county on a bulletin board at the County 
Courthouse and shall tile a copy in the County 
Clerk’s office, where il shall be open to public 
inspection. (Sec. 174.023) 

Precinct Chairs shall be further responsible for 
publicizing the time, place, and purpose ol’ their 
respective Conventions, including posting the 
time, date, place, and purpose of the Convention 
at the polling place on election day. 

2. Eligibility to Participate: Any qualified 
Democratic voter 18 years of age or older who 
resides in the precinct where the Convention will 
be held and who votes in the L>emocratic Primary, 
whether absentee or in person, shall be eligible 
to attend, to participate in, and to be a canrlidate 
for any Party Office or for any Delegate or Alter- 
nate position to be filled at that Conventicn. 

3. Order of Uusiness: The order of busi- 
ness at Precinct Conventions shall be as follows: 

a. Call to Order by the Precinct Chair or, in 
the Chair’s absence, by any qualified participant. 

b. Preparation by the Precinct Chair of the 
Temporary Roll of the Convention. This shall be 
a list of qualified participants who are present, 
including their residence addresses with city or 
town. Persons arriving after the list of partici- 
pants is completed and who are otherwise quali- 
fied to participate shall have their names entered 
on the list and may participate in proceedings sub- 
sequent to their arrival. Such persons, however, 
may not vote on matters previously voted upon 
or on which a vote has been called for by the 
Chair. Their political preference shall not cause 
a change in the proportional allocation of Del- 
egates if the same has been announced at the time 
calling for the election of Llelegates and Alter- 
nates in the Order of Business prescribed by the 
Rules. 

c. Election from anion% those present of a 
Permanent Convention Chair, a Secretary, and 
such other Officers necessary to conduct the busi- 
ness of the Convention. 

f. Adjournment. 

4. Duties of Convention Officers: ‘I’he Per- 
manent Chair shall preside over the Convention 
immediately upon being elected and shall be re- 
sponsible for appointing any Convention Com- 
mittees as the Chair deems necessary or as di- 
rected by the Convention. The Chair also shall 
be responsible for ensuring that an accurate writ- 
ten record of Convention proceedings is kept, 
including the list of persons present and a list of 
Delegates and Alternates elected to the County or 
Senatorial District Convention. The lists shall 
include residence addresses and cities or towns. 
(Sec. 174.027) 

The record and a copy shall be signed officially 
by the Perrnanent Convention Chair, sealed, and 
.transmitted safely in person, no later than the 
third day after the Convention, or by certified re- 
turn re.ceipt mail, no later than the second day 
after the Convention, by the Permanent Chair to 
the County Chair or Democratic County Execu- 
tive Committee Secretary, who shall keep a copy 
at the County Clerk’s office for public iaspection 
on request. (Sec. 174.027) 

5. 

a. Apportionment: Each Precinct Conven- 
tion shall elect one Delegate for each 25 votes, or 
major fraction thereof, cast in the precinct for 
the Democratic candidate for Governor in the last 
General Election, with each precinct entitled to 
at least one Delegate. 

If boundaries of an election precinct within a 
county were changed after the last General Elec- 
tion, however, the County Committee shall de- 
termine the allocation of Delegates to such 
precinctis), using any fair and reasonable method. 

Each Precinct Convention shall elect one Alter- 
nate for each Delegate. 

b. Qualifications: The qualifications for 
Delegates and Alternates shall be the same as those 
required for participation in the Convention, ex- 
cept that a person othetwise qualified need not 
be present at the Convention to be elected a Del- 
egate or Alternate. 

Election of Delegates and Alternates 

d. Election of Delepes and Alternates to the 6. Delegation Chair: The Precinct Conven- 
County or Senatorial Llistrict Conventions. tion either shall elect a Delegation Chair or shall 

assign this responsibility to the delegation, either 
e. Other Uusiness: Committee reports, if any, by action or inaction. 
resolutions, etc. 
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7. Election Procedure in Presidential Years: 
In presidential years, as all qualified participants 
enter their names, residence addresses, and cities 
or towns upon the Temporary Koll of the Con- 
vention, they ais0 shall indicate their presiden- 
tial preference or uncommitted status. 

When it is time in the Order of Business to elect 
Delegates and Alternates to the County or Sena- 
torial District Convention, the procedure shall be 
as follows: 

The Convention Chair shall announce the num- 
ber of eligible voting members on the roll, the 
number of Delegates and Alternates the Conven- 
tion is entitled to elect, and the number and per- 
cznt of each presidential preference or uncom- 
mitted status reflected on the roll. 

On the basis of such determination,, those prefer- 
ring each presidential candidate and those who 
are uncommitted shall caucus separately to elect 
the same proportion of County Convention Del- 
egates and Alternates as their group represents 
at the Precinct Convention. Persons in a group 
comprising entitlement to less than one Delegate 
may proceed to the caucus of their second choice. 

The percentages then will be refigured, if neces- 
sary, and the new figures shall be used to allocate 
positions by preference. 

Method of Voting: Within each Caucus, partici- 
pants may nominate themselves or any other par- 
ticipant in that Caucus for the position of Del- 
egate. Nominations shad be open from the floor 
of the Caucus until a motion is made, seconded, 
and passed bj a two-thirds majori’iy to close nomi- 
nations. 

Each participant may cast a number of votes equal 
to the numberof Delegates allocated tosuch Cau- 
cus. Persons receiving the highest number of votes 
shall be the Delegates elected by the Caucus. The 
same number of nominees next highest in the 
voting shall be the Alternates. 

The election of the entire body of Delegates and 
Alternates chosen by the respective Caucuses in 
this manner then shall be ratified by majority vote 
of the Precinct Convention. 

8. Election Procedure in Non-Presidential 
Years: When it is time in the Order of Business 
to elect Delegates and Alternates to the County or 
Senatorial District Convention, the procedure 
shall be as follows: 

The Precinct Convention Chair shall announce 
the number of eligible voting members on the roll 
and the number of Delegates the Convention is 
entitled to elect. 

The Chair then shall announce that any individual 
or group present may submit a written petition 
to caucus, explain it briefly, and permit other 
participants at fhe Convenfion to sign it. Partici- 
pants may sign only one such petition. 

The Convention Chair should attach copies of all 
signed petitions to the Minutes of the Conven- 
tion. 

Those present who sign each petition then shall 
be permitted to caucus separately to elect their 
proportionate share of the total number of Del- 
egates and an equal number of Alternates. 

If no petitions be submitted, all Delegates x id  
Alternates shall be elected at-large by majority 
vote. 

!f one or more petitions be offered, the proce- 
dures shall be as r”ol10ws: 

The Chair shall announce the number and per- 
centage of participants who signed each petition 
and the proportionate share of Delegates and Al- 
ternates each group is entitled to elect. 

Persons in a group comprising entitlement to less 
than one Delegate may proceed to the Caucus of 
their second choice. 

Within each Caucus, participants may nominate 
theniselves or any other qualified person for the 
position of Delegate. Nominations shall be open 
from the floor of the Caucus until a motion is 
made, secoded, and passed by a two-thirds ma- 
jority to close nominations. 

A person otherwise qualified need not be present 
at the Convention to be elected a Delegate. 

Each participant may cast a number of votes equal 
to the number of Delegates allocated to such Cau- 
cus. Persons receiving the highest number of votes 
shall be the Delegates elected by that Caucus. ‘The 
same number of nominees next highest in the 
voting shall be the Alternates. 

Participants who do not sign a petition shall be 
allowed to caucus as a group to elect their pro- 
portionate share of the total delegation. Any re- 
maining Delegates and Alternates shall he elected 
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at large by majority vote. vote on the temporary organization of the Con- 
ventinn. Proxy voting shall not be permitted. (Sec. 

The above procedure shall be followed except 174.068) 
under the circumstances described below: 

3. Committees: Convention Committees 
a. If the Convention be entitled to elect only shall be the Committees on Credentials, Nomina- 
one Delegate and one Alternate, they shall be tions, PIatform and Resolutions, and Rules and 
elected at-large by majority vote. Procedures. For those Conventions with thirty or 

more possible delegates, each committee shall be 
b. If none of the Caucuses be entitled to at composed of between 8 and I 5  members elected 
least one Delegate and Caucuses do not wish to from among the Delegates to the County Con- 
combine to increase their strength, all of the Del- vention by the County Committee at its statutory 
egates and Alternates shall be elected by at-large meeting in the county seat on the first Friday af- 
majority vote. ter the First Primary. For those conventions with 

less than thirty possible Delegates, each commit- 
c. If in the judgment of the Conventicn Chair tee shall be composed of between 4 and I 5  mem- 
the composition of the delegation fails to meet bers elected from among the Delegates to the 
the requirements of these Rules, the Chair may County Convention by the County Committee at 
request any Caucus to reconvene for the purpose its statutory meeting in the county seat on the 
of achieving balance or may suggest additional first Friday after the First Primary. 
qualifications for anyone to be elected as an at- 
large Delegate or  Alternate so that balance is 4. Order of Business: The order of busi- 
achieved in the delegation as a whole. H Conven- ness at County Conventions shall be as follows: 
tion Chair who takes such action must specify the 
applicable Rules on which this decision is based. a. Call to Order by the County Chair, or, if 

absent, by any Delegate to the Convention present, 
The election or” the entire body of Delegates and who shall serve as Temporary Convention Chair. 
Alternates chosen in the manners described above (Sec. 174.065) 
then shall be ratified by majority vote of the Pre- 
cinct Convention. b. Establishment of Temporary Roll of Del- 

egates. 
C. County Conventions 

c. Report of Credentials Committee. The 
1. Time and Place: A County Convention credentials report shall include recommendations 
shall be held on the third Saturday after the First regarding challenges of Delegates or delegations, 
Primary in each county wholly contained within shall be considered according to the Rules in Ar- 
a senatorial district. It shall be held at a time and tide V, and shall be acted upon beforeother busi- 
place set by the County Committee at its statu- ness is considered. 
tory meeting in January. The place shall be easily 
accessible to the public and shall be large enough d. Report of the Rules Committee and action 
to accommodate all participants. The Conven- on its report. 
tion shall be publicized in the same manner pre- 
scribed by Party Rules for Precinct Conventions. e. Election from among those present of a 
(Art. IV.B.1) (Sec. 174.063) Permanent Convention Chair, a Permanent Sec- 

retary, and other Officers necessary to conduct 
2. Eligibility to Participate: ‘The County Con- Convention business. (Sec. 174.069) 
vention shall be composed of all Delegates (or 
their Alternates who assumed Delegate status) in f. Election of Delegates and Alternates to the 
attendance who were duly elected at their respec- State Convention. 
tive Precinct Conventions within the county. (Sec. 
f74.021) g. Other Business: Committee reports, reso- 

The County Chair shall deliver tlie lists of all such 
Delegates and Alternates to the County Conven- h. Adjournment. 
tion, and these lists shall constitute thc ‘I‘eiupo- 
rary Koll. Only those Delegates listed thereon or 
their Alternates who assume Delegale status may 

lutions, etc. 

5. Duties of Convention Officers: ‘I’he Qf- 
ficers of the County Convention shall have the 
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same duties as those of the Precinct Convention, 
except for disposition of Convention records, 
which shall be as follows: ‘rhe Permanent Chair 
shall make out in duplicate a certified list, signed 
by the Permanent Chair and Secretary, of Del- 
egates and Alternates to the State Convention and 
of all resolutions adopted by the Convention. 
Within five days after the Convention, the Chair 
shall forward these sealed documents by regis- 
tered or certified letter to the Democratic State 
Chair prior to any State Convention. (Sec. 
174.069) 

6. Election of Delegates and Alternates 

a. Apportionment: The ratio for the selec- 
tion of Delegates to the State Convention shall be 
one Delegate for each 300 votes or major frac- 
tion thereof cast in the county for the Party’s 
candidate for Governor in the last General Elec- 
tion. Each County or Senatorial District Conven- 
tion, however, shall elect at least one Delegate and 
one Alternate to the State Convention. 

Each County and Senatorial District Convention 
shall elect one Alternate for each Delegate. 

b. Qualifications for Delegates to the State 
Convention shall be the same as those for Del- 
egates from the Precinct Conventions. 

7. Delegation Chair: The County Conven- 
tion either shall elect a Delegation Chair or shall 
assign this responsibility to the delegation, either 
by action or inaction. 

8. Election Procedure in Presidential and in 
Non-Presidential Years: The order of business for 
each County or Senatorial District Convention 
shall include a provision allocating to each pre- 
cinct the right to elect one Delegate and one Al- 
ternate for each full 300 votes cast in the pre- 
cinct for the Democratic nominee for Governor 
in the last General Gubernatorial Election. 

At its statutory meeting in January the County or 
Senatorial District Committee shall group together 
precincts which cast fewer than 300 votes so that 
those precincts shall caucus to elect one Delegate 
and one Alternate for those 300 votes. These 
groupings shall be made on the basis of geo- 
graphical proximity and demographic similarity, 
insofar as possible and shall total a full 300 votes 
and as close thereto as possible. No precincts shall 
be divided in the groupiiig. If there be only one 
such precinct in the county, or if all such pre- 
cincts combined do not total a full 300 votes, such 

precinct(s) shall be assigned to anofher precinct 
for caucusing purposes by the County Commit- 
tee at the January meeting. 

When it is time in the Order of Business to elect 
Delegates and Alternates to the State Convention, 
the precincts or grouped precincts shall caucus 
and make nominations within their respective 
caucuses according to the following procedures: 

Within each caucus, participants may nominate 
themselves or any other qualified person for the 
position of Delegate. 

Each Delegate present shall vote for one nomi- 
nee. Those nominees equal to the number of 
Delegates allotted to that precinct or groupof pre- 
cincts who receive the highest number of votes 
shall be the precinct recommendations for Del- 
egates to the State Convention. The same num- 
ber of nominees next highest in the voting shall 
be the recornmendations for Alternates to the Stak 
Convention. 

These nominations shall be forwarded immedi- 
ately to the Convention Committec on Nomina- 
tions and shall be included in the list of Delegates 
and Alternates to the State Convention. The Nomi- 
nations Committee shall select other nominees for 
At-Large Delegates and Alternates to bring the to- 
tal to the full number authorized for the county. 
Following any additional nominations for At- 
large Delegates which may be made from the f w r  
subsequent to the Nominations Committee report, 
the Convention as a whole shall ratify the elec- 
tion of Delegates and Alternates recommended 
by the precincts and shall elect the At-Large Del- 
egates and Alternates needed to complete the del- 
egat ion. 

At the County or Senatorial District Conventions, 
precincts shall elect their Delegates in accordance 
with Party Rules, and At-Large Delegates shall be 
selected by the Convention according to the fol- 
lowing procedure: 

a. Either a written poll of Delegates or a roll 
call poll of the Convention shall be conducted to 
determine political preferences. The method to 
be used shall be determined by the County rjr 
Senatorial District Committee in advance of the 
Convention or, if i t  fails to act, by the Permanent 
Convention Chair. The written poll of Delegates 
may be either by bailot or by sign-in sheet on 
forms prescribed by the County or Senatorial [lis- 
trict committee. These forms shall require the 
signature of each Delegate, attesting to the 
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Delegate’s political prefwencc (in non-presiden- 
tin1 years) or presidential preference or unconi- 
mitted status (in presider1tial years). No Llelegate 
may sign more than once. Final establishment of 
the poll, either by roll call or in writing, shall be 
the first order of business immediately following 
the election of Permanent Convention Officers 
and before the Convention conducts any other 
business. 

b. Upon completing the poll, results shall be 
tabulated by a committee appointed by the Per- 
manent Convention Chair and composed of at 
least one persoiz for each known political prefer- 
ence. The Chair then shall announce the tabula- 
tion results to the Convention by number and per- 
centages of votes received by each political or 
presidential preference. ‘I’he tabulation then shall 
be written into the permanent records of the Con- 
vention and shall be reported as part of the min- 
utes. The poll records, including the ballots, sign- 
in sheets, or roll call poll, shall be retained by the 
County or Senatorial District Chair as part of the 
official files of the Convention for at least six 
months. Such records shall be open to public in- 
spection at reasonable hours upon request. 

c. Any written forms used in conducting 
such poll, or the announced method of polling, if 
by roll call poll, shall include all known political 
preferences (in non-presidential years) or presi- 
dential preferences and uncommitted status (in 
presidential years) of Delegates, but shall not limit 
the right of any Delegate or group of Delegates to 
indicate their political preference in any manner 
which they choose. 

d. Poll results shall be used by the Nomina- 
tions Committee and by the Convention as a whole 
as the basis for nominating and for electing At- 
Large Delegates so as to ensure the fairest pos- 
sible representation of the Convention partici- 
pants as a whole within the total delegation, with- 
out disturbing the Precinct Caucus election re- 
sults. The threshold will be the lowest allowed 
by the National Committee (which at present is 
15%). 

A person nominated for Alternate by a Precinct 
Caucus shall be eligible for election as an At-Large 
Delegate. When the Nominations Committee se- 
lects an Alternate from a Precinct Caucus to serve 
instead as an At-Large Delegate, the Nominations 
Committee shall declare such Alternate position 
vacant and shall fill it as if i t  were an At-Large 
Alternate position. 

In the case of a tie vote for either Delegate or Al- 
ternate, the Delegate or Alternate shall be deter- 
mined by lot or chance. 

9. Succession of Alternates to Delegate Sta- 
tus: At the County Convention the succession of 
Alternates to Delegate status shall be governed 
by the following provisions: 

a. A Delegate who is to be absent or resigns 
may select from among the Alternates of the pre- 
cinct from which the Delegate was elected, the 
particular political preference (in non-presiden- 
tial years), if possible, or the same presidential 
preference (in presidentid years), if possible, who 
shall take the Delegate’s place. 

b. If a Delegate is unab1.e to or fails to select 
the Alternate to assume Delegate status, the del- 
egation shall select from among the Alternates 
from the precinct from which the Delegate was 
elected, the particular Alternate of the same po- 
litical preference (in non-presidential years), if 
possible, or of the same presidential preference 
(in presidential years), if possible, who shall take 
the Delegate’s place. 

c. 
filled. 

d. When the Alternate is selected by the Del- 
egate, the date for determining that the Delegate 
and the Alternate have the same preferences shall 
be their preference as of the date when the Del- 
egate selects an Alternate. 

D. Senatorial District Conventions 

1. Conditions for Holding 

a. When parts of one county belong to more 
than one senatorial district, there shall be held- 
in lieu of a County Convention-a Senatorial Dis- 
trict Conventioii in and for each part of the county 
falling into a different smatorial district. 

b. However, any county containing portions 
of two or more senatorial districts may elect to 
combine the Senatorial District Conventions of 
two or more adjoining senatorial districts into a 
single County or sub-county “Kegionnl” Conven- 
tion provided, however, that the resulting Con- 
vention shall not be composed of more than 2,500 
Delegates. The Precinct Chairs in each senatorial 
district involved must by majority vote adopt a 
resolution to hold such Convention at a meetins 
for which 30 days prior notice has been mailed 

A vacant Alternate position shall not be 
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to all members of the County Committee. 

Any such Convention [referred to in foregoing 
paragraph b above] shall: 

( I  .) Elect Convention Committees proportion- 
ately representative of each senatorial district in 
attendance; 

(2.) Group precincts solely within senatorial 
districts; 

(3.) Elect At-Large Delegates and Alternates 
from each senatorial district in such manner as 
to insure that each senatorial district receives its 
proportionate number of Delegates and Alternates 
and that such Delegates and Alternates reflect the 
political preference (in non-presidential years) 
or the presidential preference (in presidential 
years) of that senatorial district; 

(4.) Allow only members of a senatorial dis- 
trict to make nominations and vote on election of 
At-Large Delegates and Alternates from that sena- 
torial district on the floor of the Convention. 

2. Time and Place: Each Senatorial District 
Convention shall be held on the third Saturday 
following the First Primary in a place easily ac- 
cessible to the public and large enough to accom- 
modate all participants. 

At the statutory meeting of the County Commit- 
tee in January, the Precinct Chairs for the elec- 
tion precincts which will select Delegates to each 
Senatorial District Convention or, on their fail- 
ure to act, the Temporary Chair of the Conven- 
tion, shall determine the exact time and place 
where each respective Senatorial District Conven- 
tion shall be held. Each Temporary Chair shall 
post such order on the buiietin board ai  the 
County Courthouse and file notice with the 
County Clerk at least 10 days before the Conven- 
tion. Should any Temporary Chair fail to post 
order and to file notice, any member of the County 
Committee entitled to participate in the decision 
may post and file such notice. Should more than 
one do so, the first posting and filing in point of 
time shall prevail. (Sec. 174.064) 

3. Temporary Chair: The Senatorial District 
Committee member (not to be confused with the 
State Committee member for the senatorial dis- 
trict) shall be the Temporary Chair of the Sena- 
torial district Convention for a part of a county 
which is joined wiih another territory in a sena- 
torial district. The Chair of the District Commit- 

tee shall be the Temporary Chair in a district com- 
posed of only part of one county. 

4. Other Rules of Senatorial District Conven- 
tions: In all other respects, Senatorial District 
Conventions shall be conducted in the same man- 
ner described for County Conventions in these 
Rules (Art. NC), except that functions performed 
by the County Committee or County Chair for 
the County Convention shall be performed by the 
Senatorial District Committee or Scnatorial Dis- 
trict Chair for the Senatorial District Convention. 

E. State Convention 

I .  Time and Place: The Texas Democratic 
Party shall hold its State Convention in June of 
even-numbered years. The time for convening 
the State Convention and the date and place shall 
be selected by the State Committee at least three 
years in advance so as to maximize participation. 
The State Committee shall decide the time, date, 
and place no later than the 59th day before the 
primary. No later than the day of the primary, 
the State Chair shall file notice of the time, date, 
and place with the Secretary of State and shall 
mail a copy to all County and Senatorial District 
Chairs. (Sections 174.092 and 174.093) 

The notice of the Convention mailed to County 
and Senatorial District Chairs shall include a copy 
of the Party Rules, of any supplemental rules 
which may apply, and of the proposed Conven- 
tion agenda. 

2. Eligibility to Participate: The State 
Convention shall be composed of Delegates duly 
elected from County and Senatorial District Con- 
ventions. Additionally, members of the Demo- 
cratic National Committee, Officers and members 
of the State Democratic Executive Committee, and 
Democratic County Chairs shall serve a ex-officio 
voting Delegates to the State Convention. 

3. Purposes: The purpose of the State Con- 
vention shall be to elect a State Party Chair, First 
Vice Chair, Vice Chair for Financial Affairs, Sec- 
retary, and Treasurer; to elect the 62 members of 
the State Committee from their respective sena- 
torial districts; to adopt a platform which embod- 
ies the basic principles of the Democratic Party 
and which sets forth its positions on current is- 
sues of statewide significance for the November 
General Election; to announce the nominations 
for Governor and other state offices; and to at- 
tend to any other appropriate business. 
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Additionally, in presidential years the Convention 
shall elect Delesates miit Alternates to the Pariy’s 
National Convention; elect the Party’s official 
nominees from Texas for the Llemocratic National 
Committee (such nominees shall be elected for- 
mally by the National Convention in accordance 
with National Committee Rules); and select the 
official slate of Presidential Electors. 

4. Officers and Committees 

a. Temporary Officers: The State Chair may 
designate such Temporary Officers and Assistants 
deemed necessary to plan, to arrange, and to con- 
duct the necessaiy work of the Convention m t i l  
Pernianent Officers are elected. ‘l‘hese appoin- 
tees shall have those duties which are assigned to 
them. 

b. Permanent Officers: The Permanent Of- 
ficers oi the Convention shall be a Chair, ’Vice 
Chair, Secretarv, and Parliamentarian. The Con- 

progress of the Convention. 

The State Chair shall ensure that the Temporary 
Credentials Committee is broadly representative 
of the state’s population in terms of geography, 
age, sex, ethnic identity, race, and philosophical 
persuasion. 

cl. Permanent Committees: The Permanent 
Committeesof the State Convention shall be those 
on Credentials, Nominations, Platform, Resolu- 
tions, and Rules. In presidential years, there shall 
also be the Committee to Nominate At-Large Del- 
egates to the National Convention and the Con- 
rnittee to Nominate Presidential Electors. Each 
Permanent Committee except Credentials shall be 
composed of 34 members, one member to be 
elected to each Committee by each Senatorial Dis- 
trict Caucus and three members to be appointed 
by the Permanent Convention Chair. The Per- 
manent Committee on Credentials sha!! consist 
of 31 members elected by each of their Senato- 

vention may el& such additional Permanent Of- rial District Caucuses andbf the Permanent Chair 
ficers as the State Committee may rec0mmen.d to and Secretary appointed by the Permanent Con- 
carry on Convention business. vention Chair. 

The State Committee shall, by majority vote, nomi- 
nate a Permanent Chair, a Permanent Vice Chair 
of the opposite sex, a Permanent Secretary, and a 
Parliamentarian at least one month before the 
State Convention. Additional nominations accom- 
panied by a petition signed by at least one per- 
cent of the duly elected Delegates to the Conven- 
tion shall be accepted from the floor of the State 
Convention from any Delegate. No Delegate may 
sign more than one nominating petition for any 
given office. 

The Permanent Officers of the Convention shall 
be elected by a majority of the State Convention 
Delegates. Each Permanent Officer shall be voted 
on separateiy and not as part of a slate. 

C. Temporary Credentials committee: A 
Temporary Credentials Committee composed of 
15 members shall be appointed by the State Chair, 
who also shall appoint the Conmiittee Chair. Its 
duties shall be to hold such preliminary meet- 
ings and hearings as it deems necessary to gather 
facts about challenges to the credentials of indi- 
vidual Delegafes o r  delegations to the State Con- 
vention and to report to the State Committee, 
which shall establish the ‘I’emporary roll of the 
Convention. This written report also shall be 
submitted to the Permanent Credentials Commit- 
tee of the State Convention to expedite the latter’s 
work and to avoid undue delays in the orderly 

The Permanent Convention Chair shall designate 
one member of each Permanent Committee to be 
Temporary Chair. The Temporary Credentials 
Committee Chair shall serve as an ex-officio 
member of the Permanent Credentials Commit- 
tee but shall not vote unless that person be one of 
the members elected by a Caucus or one of the 
two officers appointed by the Stale Chair. 

The first order of business of each Permanent 
Committee shall be to elect a Permanent Chair 
and a Permanent Secretary from among its mem- 
bership. 

The duties of the Permanent Committees shall be 
as follows: 

The Permanent Committee on Credentials shall 
make recommendations to the Convention as to 
the final resolution of all c’riailenges regarding the 
credentials of Delegates to the State Convention. 

The Nominations Committee shall nominate the 
Officers of the State Committee and the State 
Committee members recommended by their re- 
spective Senatorial District Caucuses. 

The Committee on Platform shall write and rcc- 
ommend to the Convention a Party pl:itform for 
the November General Election. 

I 0 
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The Committee on Resolutions shall consider and by nominations from the floor. 
recommend all resolutions submitted to the Con- 
vention, other than those within the proper Election of Permanent Convention Chair. 
jurisdiction of the Platform Committee. Permanent Chair assumes duties and calls for 

Senatorial District Caucuses to meet and elect 
The Committee on Rules shall consider and rcc- members of all Permanent Committees except 
ommend any vrouosed amendments to the per- Credentials and one State Committeeman and one 
manent Partykul’es and shall assist the Conven- 
tion Chair and Parliamentarian, at their request, 
in interpreting the applicability of these Rules to 
questions of organization and procedure at the 
Convention. 

The duties of the two presidential year nomina- 
tions committees shall be those implied by their 
titles or assigned by State or National Party Rules. 

State Committeewoman from each senatorial dis- 
trict. 

In presidential years, Caucuses also meet to elect 
the number of Delegates and Alternates to the 
National Cozvention which each Caucus is en- 
titled to elect, and to nominate one candidate for 
Presidential Elector from Caucuses entitled to do 
so under these Party Rules. 

5. Order of Business: The order of busi- Permanent Chair announces the Chair’sappoint- 
ness at the State Convention shall be as follows: ment of temporary Chairs and of three members 

to each Permanent Committee except Credentials 
Call to Order by the State Chair, followed by the and announces that the Committees will meet at 
presentation of colors, the national and state an- their respective locations the following morning 
thems, and the invocation. (Sec. 174.094) at 8 a.m. 

State Committee Report on the Temporary Roll. Permanent Chair further announces that the con- 
vention will recess until the following morning 

State Chair calls for Senatorial District Caucuses so that the Permanent Convention Committees 
each to elect one member to the Permanent Com- may transact their business. 
m;ttee on Credentials, announces the Chair’s ap- 
pointment of a Permanent Chair and a Secretary Senatorial District Caucuses deliver written re- 
for such Committee, and asks all Committee meni- port on the results of their Caucuses to the Per- 
bers to proceed to the place assigned for a meet- manent Chair by 8 a.m. the following morning. 
ing immediately following their election by a Cau- 
cus. The Permanent Credentials Committee shall Convention reconvenes on the second day of the 
benin its deliberations one hour aftcr the Chair Convention. Permanent Chair calls the Conven- 
cafis for Senatorial District Caucuses to meet, or 
as soon thereafter as a quorum is established. 
Members arriving after the Committee has made 
a decision on any given challenge may not vote 
on a motion to reconsider, but may vote and de- 
bate on all other motions made subsequent to their 
arrival. 

State Chair introduces the Temporaq Officers of 
the State Convention and turns over the gavel to 
the Temporary Chair, if different from the State 
Chair. 

Opening ceremonies: Remarks of ‘Temporary 
Chair, Welcome Address, etc., and speeches by 
invited dignitaries. 

Report of the Permanent Credentials Committee 
and action on report. 

tion back to order. 

Report from the State Committee on its nomina- 
tions for Permanent Officers of the Convention 
(other than Permanent Chair), followed by nomi- 
nations from the floor. 

Election of Permanent Officers (other than Per- 
manent Chair). 

Report of Rules Committee and action on report. 

Report of Nominations Committee, and aciion on 
report, including the Conimiffee’s nominations 
for State Party Officers and for State Committee 
members recommended by their respective Sena- 
torial District Caucuses and, in presidential years, 
the Committee’s recommendations for National 
Committee members. 

Report from the State Committee on its nomina- 
tion for Permanent Convention Chair, followed 

Permanent Chair reads list of Senatorial District 
nominees to State Committee, followed by formal 
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of ratification by Convention. 

ill presidential years, thc following shall occur at 
this point in the order of business: 

a. Permanent Chair reads list of all National 
Convention Delegates and Alternates elected by 
Senatorial District Caucuses. 

b. Report of Cottiiniffee to Nominate Presi- 
dential Electors and action on report. 

c. 
Delegates and action on report. 

Report of Platform Committee and action on re- 
port. 

Report of Resolutions Committee and action on 
report. 

Announcements and further business. 

Adjournment, 

6 .  Election of Delegates and Alternates to the 
National Convention 

The election of Delegates and Alternates to the 
National Convention shall be governed by the 
Texas Delegate Selection Plan adopted by the State 
Committee and approved by the National Com- 
mittee for that presidential year. 

7. Election of National Committeemen and, 
Committeewomen 

At the State Convention held in presidential years, 
the Convention shall elect by majority vote the 
Texas nominees to the Democratic National Com- 
mittee (DNC). The number of these member!; 
shall he set by the DNC, and their election shall 
be subject to formal ratification by the National 
Convention, as provided by the Rules of the Na- 
tional Committee. 

Report of Coininittee to Nominate At-Large: 

a. Qualifications: The qualification:; 
for National Committeemen and National Com- 
mitteewomen shall be the same as those pre - 
scribed for Party membership in Article 1I.B of 
these Rules. 

b. Pledge of Support: The National Commit- 
teemen and Comnlitteewonlen must declare af- 
firmatively in favor of the Party’s nominees for 
President and Vice President within one month 
after the National Convention, or they shall bc 

subject to removal from office by the National 
Committee. 

C. Term and Vacancies: The term of office 
for National Committee members shall begin im- 
mediately following the National Convention 
which ratifies their selection or following ratifi- 
cation by the National Committee if an Officer 
be elected to fill an unexpired term. The regular 
four-year term shall extend through the first 
National Convention held subsequent to the elec- 
tion of such officers or until their successors are 
elected and qualified. 

Any vacancy in these offices which occurs after a 
National Convention and before the next presi- 
dential State Convention shall be filled promptly 
by a majority of the State Committee, provided 
that members receive written notice at least 30 
days before the meeting at which the election will 
be held. Any member of the State Committee may 
nominate a candidate For the vacant office. 

d. Procedure for Nominating and Electing 
National Committee Members: In presidential 
years, the Nominations Conlmittee shall consider 
all recommendations made to it by Convention 
Delegates and all nominations made by Commit- 
tee members for National Committee members. 
The Committee’s report to the Convention may 
include more than one nomination for any posi- 
tion on the National Committee. 

After the Nominations Committee presents its re- 
port to the convention, minority reports which 
comply with Party Rules shall be presented, fol- 
lowed by additional nominations, if any, from the 
Convention floor. The Convention as a whole then 
shall elect each of its National Commi:tee mem- 
bers by majority vote. 

8. Election of Presidential Elector Candidates 

At its State Convention, in presidential years, the 
Party shall nominate as many Presidential Elec- 
tor candidates as the total number OF US. Sena- 
tors and U.S. Representatives to which the state 
legally is entitled at that time. 

a. Qualifications: ‘The qualifications for 
Presidential Sector candidates shall be the samc 
as those prescribed for membership in the Demo- 
cratic Party in Art. 11.B of these Rules. Legally, 
however, a Presidential Elector may not be a nieni- 
ber of the United States Congress or anyone who 
“holds any office of profit or trust.” (Sec. I92.OO2) 
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b. Duties: The duties of Presidential Elec- 
tors shall be to meet in the Capitol Building at 
Austin on the first Monday after the second 
Wednesday in December following their election 
(or at such other time and place as may be re- 
quired by law), and to vote for President and Vice 
President of the United States, making such re- 
turn thereof as is required by federal law. 

C. Election Procedure: Presidential Elector 
candidates shall be chosen in the following man- 
ner: 

Each Senatorial District Caucus shall elect by 
majority vote one candidate for Presidential Elec- 
tor. If Texas is entitled to fewer than 31 Electors 
in a given year, however, the senatorial districts 
entitled to elect one Elector each shall be those 
which cast the highest vote for the Democratic 
nominee in the preceding presidential election. 
I n  case of a tie between two or more districts, the 
matter shall be decided by lot. If Texas is entitled 
to more than 31 Electors,each Senate District shall 
be entitled to one Elector and remaining Elector 
positions shall go to the senatorial districts with 
the highest vote for the Democratic norninee in 
the preceding presidential election in descend- 
ing order until all positions are allocated. 

The names of all Electors so chosen by the eli- 
gible Senatorial District Caucuses shall be sub- 
mitted to the Convention’s Permanent Commit- 
tee to Nominate Presidential Electors. The Com- 
mittee shall compile a list of these Electors to re- 
port to the convention and shall make any addi- 
tional nominations or any determinations by lot 
necessary to make the slate numerically correct. 
‘The required number of Presidential Elector can- 
didates shall be certified to the Secretary of State 
by the State Chair and Secretary at least 60 days 
before the election. (Sec. 192.03 I )  

d. Vacancies: After the Party’s National Con- 
vention and prior to September 1, each Presiden- 
tial Elector candidate shall file with the State Chair 
a written affidavit attesting the intention to sup- 
port the Party’s Presidential and Vice Presiden- 
tiai nominees. Any Elector candidate chosen at 
the State Convention who fails to file such an af- 
fidavit shall be replaced by the State Committee 
with an Elector from the same senate district. 

If for any cause, before the General Election, a 
Party’s chosen Elector becomes legally disquali- 
fied, the State Chair shall certify the replacement 
name and address to the Secretary of State. If for 
any cause, after the General Election, a Party’s 

chosen Elector fails to attend the meeting of the 
Electors and vote as required by law, or if an Elec- 
tor becomes legally disqualified, a majority of the 
qualified Electors present after having convened 
may appoint a successor and shall report such 
action immediately to the Secretary of State. (Sec- 
tions 192.004 and 192.007) 

9. Succession of Alternates to Delegate Sta- 
tus at the State Convention 

The succession of Alternates to Delegate status at 
the State Convention shall be governed by the 
following provisions: 

A Delegate who is to be absent or resigns may 
select from among the Alternates of the county, if 
elected by a County Convention, or senatorial dis- 
trict, if elected by a Senatorial District Conven- 
tion, from which the Delegate was elected, the 
particular Alternate of the same political prefer- 
ence (in non-presidential years) or presidential 
preference (in presidential years), if possible, who 
shall assume Delegate status. Ex-officio Delegates 
(Article 1V.E.2) shall not be replaced if absent. 

If a Delegate is unable to, or fails to, select the 
Alternate to assume Delegate status, the delega- 
tion shall select an Alternate who meets the cri- 
teria described above. 

A vacant Alternate position shall not be filled. 

When the Alternate is selected by the Delegate, 
the date for determining that the Delegate and 
the Alternate have the same political preference 
(in a non-presidential year) or the same presi- 
dential preference (in a presidential year) shall 
be their preferences as of the date when the Del- 
egate selects an Alternate. 

ARTICLE V 
CHALLENGES 

The following rules shall govern credentials chal- 
lenges at County, Senatorial District, and State 
Conventions: 

A. Any Democrat may challenge any Delegate 
or Alternate or any group of Delegates and/or 
Alternates certified to any Convention, provided 
the challenger and the challenged parties reside 
in the same county (or senatorial district) whose 
Convention elected the challenged Delegate(s) or 
Alternate(s). in the case of the Countyor Senato- 
rial District Convention, the challenger shall de- 
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liver tlie copy of the challenge to the County or 
Senatorial District Chair and to the challengd 
Deiegate(s) or hlternate(s) at Itfast 3 days before 
the date of the Convention. In the case of a State 
Convention, the challenger shall deliver a copy 
of the challenge to the State Chair and to the chsd- 
leiiged Delegate(s) or Alternateb) within 16 days 
after the date of the County and Senatorial Dik- 
trict Conventions. 

B. Delegations, Delegates, or Alternates may 
be challenged for allegations of violations of these 
Party Rules. 

C. The challenge shall be in writing and shall 
include the name and address of the Delegateb) 
o r  Alternateh) challenged and the precise 
grounds on which the challenge is based. 

D. The State Chair shall send all challenges 
to the Chair of the Temporary Credentials Com- 
mittee of the State Convention and to the Del- 
egates or Alternates who are challenged. This 
shall be done as soon as possible after the chal- 
lenges are received at the State Party Headquar- 
ters. 

E. The Chairs of the Permanent Committee 
on Credentials of County and Senatorial District 
Conventions and the Chair of the Temporary Cre- 
dentials Committee of the State Convention shall 
convene their respective Committees at the site 
of the Convention in question at Ieast 24 hours 
before the time when the Convention is to meet. 

E The Credentials Committee of any Con- 
vention shall consider any statements from the 
challenger, from the Delegates or Alternates be- 
ing challenged, and from any other person who 
wishes to testify on the challenge. In hearing a 
challenge, the Credentials Committee may allot a 
period of time within which the challenger and 
the challenged shall be granted equal time to make 
their statements. 

G. In the case of a challenge, the Credentials 
Committee shall report to the Convention the 
names of the Delegales or Alternates whorti the 
Committee believes are entitled to participate in 
the Convention. A minority of 10% of the Com- 
mittee may present a minority report on any chal- 
lenge to the Convention. When a number of chal- 
lenges are to be resolved, the Credentials Com- 
mittee shall report on each in alphabetical or nu- 
merical order by county or by precinct in which 
the Delegates or Alternates being challenged re- 
side. 

H. The Convention shall vote separately on 
each challenge presented as part of the report of 
the Credentials Committee. Tfie report of the Cre- 
dentials Committee on each challenge must be 
approvcd by a majority vote of the Convention 
before a Delegate or Alternate being challenged 
may participate further in the Convention. No 
challenged Delegate or Alternate may vote on the 
report of the Credentials Committee which in- 
volves the Delegate's o r  Alternate's respective 
challenge. 

ARTICLE VI 

LICIZING OF RULES 

A. Adoption and Status 

The foregoing Rules were temporarily adopted 
and ordained by the State Democratic Executive 
Commitlee of Texas on March 13, 1972, pend- 
ing revision and/or permanent ratification as an 
automatic item on the agenda of the first State 
Convention held in 1972. 

They became effective on April 5, I972,30 days 
prior to the Precinct Conventions and, as amended 
and ratified by the State Convention, became the 
Permanent arid Continuing Rules of the Demo- 
cratic Party of Texas, wholly superseding and 
amending all previous Rules, Resolutions, Cus- 
tom, and Regulations of whatever type and kind. 

They shall continue in force until rescinded or 
permanently changed by action of the State Con- 
vention, or as temporarily amended by the State 
Democratic Executive Committee, as provided 
herein, and are enforceable by mandamus pro- 
ceedings as provided under Texas law. 

Notwithstanding anything in these Rules to the 
contrary, the laws of the State of Texas take pre- 
cedence over these Rules in the event of a con- 
flict, so long as application of those laws does not 
infringe on the Party's rights of self-government 
under the Constitutions of the United States and 
the State of Texas. 

Without limiting the generality of the foregoin:<, 
any statute that burdens the Delegate sclecfioii 
process in such a way as to create a conflict with 
National Party Rules relating to Delegate selcc- 
tion or instruction shall not be given effect if, iii 

the opinion of the State Committee, such statute 
would imperil the participation of the Texas 
Democratic Party in National Party al'f'airs. Such 

ADOPTION, STATUS, AMENDMENT, AND PUB- 
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determination shall be made by the State Com- 
mittee after 30 days notice and by a two-thirds 
vote of the membership. 

8. Amendment 

These Rules may be permanently amended, al- 
tered, or repealed only by a majority vote of the 
State Convention. 

Between State Conventions, they may be tempo- 
rarily changed for good cause by three-fourths 
vote of the State Committee, provided, however, 
that the vote to amend shall constitute three- 
fourths of the entire Committee membership, and 
also provided that each member of the State Com- 
mittee receive written notice including the full 
text of any proposed amendments at least one 
month in advance of a meeting held for this pur- 
pose. All such amendments shall be presented to 
the next State Convention for approval, although 
they shall be in effect and binding until such Con- 
vention be held. 

If any amendment attached by the State Commit- 
tee be rejected by the State Convention, it may 
not be proposed again until the foPlowing State 
Convention. 

C. Publicizing of Rules 

Publicizing of these Rules shall be made by mail- 
ing a copy to all County and Precinct Chairs and 
to interested persons who request copies from the 
State Headquarters. The State, Coun.ty, and Pre- 
cinct Chairs shall make every effort to publicize 
the Rules well in advance of each Convention and 
to explain them summarily at the opening of each 
Convention. A copy of these Rules sha!! be mailed 
to every Delegate to the first State Convention fol- 
lowing their initial adoption by the State Com- 
mittee at least 30 days prior to the State Conven- 
tion which will consider their permanent adop- 
tion. 

The Sfate Chair or two members of the State Com- 
mittee were instructed to file a certified copy of 
these Rules with the Secretary of State no later 
than 30 days prior to the Precinct Conventions of 
1972. 

A copy of any amendment to these Rules shall be 
filed promptly with the Secretary of State and shall 
be included in all sets of Rules distributed from 
the State Headquarters. All County Chairs shall 
be notified of amendments within 30 days of their 
adopt ion. 

ARTICLE: VI1 
NATIONAL DELEGA‘I’E SELEC‘I’ION RULES 

A. Delegates 

1. In presidential years, the Texas Demo- 
cratic Party shall hold a presidential preference 
primary election (hereinafter referred to as 
“presidential primary”) at the same time, in 
the same manner, and using the same ballot as 
for the general primary election hereafter re- 
ferred to as l‘first primary”. (Sec. 19 1.004) 

2. To qualify for a place on the presidential 
primary ballot, a candidate must: 

a. Timely file all documents, if any, required 
by theTexas Affirmative Action Plan, or the Texas 
National Delegate Selection Plan. 

b. File an application for a place on the presi- 
dential primary ballot in accordance with the 
same Election Code provisions applicable to a 
candidate for the United State Senate, including 
submission of an appropriate petition subject to 
the limitations of 191.002 of the Election Code 
or payment of the same filing fee. The oath on 
the application of a presidential candidate shall 
be: 

I ,  of L 
11 

County/Parish, ,being a candidate 
for the Office of President of the United States, 
swear that I wil! support and defend the consti- 
tution and laws of the United States. 1 further 
swear that I will fully support the Democratic 
nominee for President whoever that shall be.” 

3. The names of all candidates qualifying to 
appear on the presidential primary ballot shall 
be certified in accordance with Article III.A.10 
of these Rules, except that the State Chair shall 
also certify all presidentid preferences to the Sec- 
retary of State. The State Committee shall, at the 
meeting required in Article 111.A. 10, decide by 
majority vote whether to include ‘lUn~~mmitted” 
as an alternative on the presidential primary bal- 
lot. (Sec. 19 1.004) 

4. Results of the presidential preference pri- 
mary election shall be canvassed at the same time 
and in the same manner as for the first primary, 
except that the State Committee shall also certify 
the results of the presidential preference primary 
election totaled by senate district. 

5. ’The total number of Uelegates and Alter- 



~iatcs to the National Convention shall be that 
~iuinber allocated by the National Committee in  
its official Call to the Convention. 

6. The process for selection of Uelegates and 
Alternates to the National Convention shall be 
governed by the Texas National Delegate Selec- 
tion Flail adopted by the State Committee for the 
presidential year. If the Pian and these Rules con- 
flict as relates to the selection of Delegates and 
Alternates to the National Convention, the Plan 
shall be considered to supersede these Rules for 
that purpose alone. 

7. Each elected Delegate shall be entitled to 
cast one vote at the National Convention, and the 
total vote permitted the State’s delegation shall 
not exceed the number of its Delegates in atten- 
dance at the Convention. 

8. At lcast 75% of the base number of Del- 
egates, not including designated Party and Elected 
Official Delegates, shall be elected by Senatorial 
District Caucuses at the State Convention. ’The 
exact number (between 75% and 100%) to be so 
elected shall be determined by majority vote of 
the State Committee at its meeting in January of 
presidential years and shall be included in the 
official Call to the State Convention of that year. 

Such Delegates shall be apportioned among the 
31 senatorial districts by a formula giving equal 
weight to (a) the Democratic vote in the last gu- 
bernatorial election and (b) the Democratic vote 
in the last presidential election. The formula may 
be stated mathematically as follows: Let P equal a 
given district’s percentage of the statewide Demo- 
cratic vote in the last gubernatorial election, and 
let V equal that district’s percentage of the total 
statewide vote for the Democratic nominee in the 
last presidential election (district vote/state vote). 

(P + V) divided by 2 = that district’s percentage 
of the total number of Delegates to be elected by 
the senatorial districts, as opposed to the number 
to be elected at-large. 

To apply the apportionment formula, multiply the 
resulting percentage times the total number of 
Delegates to be elected from all Senttorial Dis- 
trict Caucuses. Assign each Senatorial District 
Caucus the whole number of Delegates resulting 
from this product. Assign remaining Delegates 
to Senatorial District Caucuses in descending or- 
der of fractional remainder, until all allocated 
Delegates have been assigned. 

I). The remaining Delegatcs to the National 
Convention (between 0 and 25%) shall bc elected 
at-large by majority vote of the State Convention 
as a whole. Such At-Large Delegates shall be 
nominated by the Convention’s Permanent Com- 
mittee to Nominate At-Large Delegates and/or 
from the floor, in accordance with these Rules. 

10. The explicit number of National Conven- 
tion Delegates to be elected by each senatorial 
district and the explicit number to be elected at- 
large by the Convention according to the above 
procedures shall be announced by the State Chair 
and certified to the Secretary of State at least 30 
days prior to the Precinct Conventions. 

11. The procedure for nominating and for 
electing Delegates within the Senatorial District 
Caucuses shall be as follows: 

Each Senatorial District Caucus may choose, by 
majority vote, any of the following methods to 
nominate such officers, Delegates, Alternates, and 
members OP i’errnanent Convention Committees 
which the Caucus is entitled to elect; elect a Nomi- 
nations Conimittee(s); direct the Caucus Chair to 
appoint a Nomination CommitteeCs); or act as a 
Committee of :he Whole, with all nominations 
made from the Caucus floor. 

Regardless of the method chosen, however, all 
persons eligible to participate in a Caucus shall 
be permitted to nominate themselves or other eli- 
gible persons for any office to be filled by the Cau- 
cus. If a Nominations Committee be appointed, 
such nominations may be made by submitting 
them in writing to the Nominations Committee 
of the Caucus and/or by proposing them from 
the floor after a Nominations Committee has made 
its report and before a vote is taken. 

Election shall be by majority vote of duly elected 
Delegates in attendance at the Caucus, each cast- 
ing a proportionate share of the full voting 
strength allotted to the county represented, and 
each entitled to vote for as many Offices, Delegates 
and Convention Committee members as there are 
positions to be filled by thc Senatorial District 
ClilJCUS. 

12. No Texas Delegate to a National Conven- 
tion may be selected by any method, whether 
called “direct election primary” or otherwise, 
which has the effect of being a winner take all 
Frimary. 
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8. Alternates 

1. The total number of Alternates shall be 
allocated among the senatorial districts in the 
same manner specified for Delegates, except that 
the exact number of Alternates to be elected by 
the Senatorial District Caucuses (between 75% 
and 103%) need not be set by the State Commit- 
tee at a percentage identical to that set for Del- 
egates. 

2 .  After the Senatorial District Caucuses elect 
Delegates to the National Convention, they shall 
nominate and elect their Alternates in the same 
manner. A person ncminated for Alternate by a 
Senatorial District Caucus shall be eligible for 
election as an At-Large Delegate. When the Nomi- 
nations Committee selects an Alternate from a 
Senatorial District Caucus to serve instead as an 
At-Large Delegate, the Nominations Committee 
shall declare such Alternate position vacant and 
shall fill it as if it were an At-Large Alternate po- 
si tion. 

3. Following the election of At-Large Del- 
egates by the Convention, At-Large Alternates 
shall be elected in the same manner. 

C. 
tus 

Succession of Alternates to Delegate Sta- 

Alternates shall succeed to Delegate status ac- 
cording to the procedures outlined in Article 
IV.A.28 of these Party Rules. 

D. Guidelines for Representation on the Del- 
egation 

1 ,  The Convention shall make every feasible 
effort to encourage representation on the National 
Convention delegation of women, minorities, and 
youths in reasonable relationship to their pres- 
ence in the population of the state. 

2. Candidates for Delegate or Alternate shall 
be required to make known their presidential 
preference or uncommitted status to the relevant 
assembly prior to their election. 

Texas will send 231 delegates and 32 alternates 1 .  Vote in the 1996 Democratic primary; and 
to the Democratic National Convention in 1996. 
These Texans will help choose the Democratic 2. File a statement of candidacy with the State 
nominees for President and Vice President, and Chair no later than May 13, 1996. Filing forms 
they will also express opinions on key national will be available front the Texas Democratic Party 
issues. by April 1, 1996; and 

We encourage you to participate and to run for 
national delegate. What follows is, in general 
terms, an explanation of how to be a delegate to 
the National Convention. If you want more in- 
formation, read the “Texas Democratic Party Na- 
tional Delegate Selection Plan for 1996” and the 
“Rules of the Texas Democratic Party.” 

3. Be elected by the state convention held in 
Dallas, June 7-8, 1996. If you participate in all 
stages of the convention process and campaign 
among delegates to the state convention, you will 
have a better chance to become a delegate. 

PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARY 

FILING REQUIREMENTS 

To become a delegate to the National Convention 
you must: 

Texas will hold a presidential primary on Tues- 
day, March 12,1996. The primary will be open 
to any registered Texas voter who does not vote 
in another party’s primary and who does not at- 
tend another party’s political convention. 
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127 delegate positions (three-quarters of the base 
delegation) will be distributed to presidential can- 
didates based on the results of the primary. 4 2  
delegate positions (one-quarter of the base del- 
egation) will be distributed based on the number 
of people attending the party’s conventions. The 
delegates themselves will be elected at our state 
convention, June 7-8, 1996, in Dallas. 

CONVENTlON SYSTEM 

The ‘Texas Democratic Party has a three-level con- 
vention system: 

kvel  1. Precinct Conventions: 

Level 2. 
District Conventions in urban areas); and 

County Conventions (or Senatorial 

-. ~. .- 

Level 3.  State Convention. 

-. . .  . ~. ~. . 
... . . .  . .  . . .  . . .  . . .  

Those who attend their precinct convention will 
elect delegates to the county convention; those 
who attend their county/senatarial convention 
will eiect delegates to the state convention. Those 
who attend the state convention will elect del- 
egates to the National Convention. 

PRECINCT CONVENTIONS 

A convention will be held in your precinct at 7: 1 5 
pm. on March 12, 1996, the same day as the 
presidential primary. The convention is usually 
held at the polling place and is open to anyone 
who votes in the Democratic Primary that day (or 
during the early voting period a sign at the poll- 
ing place telling exactly where the convention will 
be held. If you can’t find a sign, ask your election 
clerk where the convention will be held. 

The convention begins at 7:15 pm.  when the 
precinct chair calls the convention to order. If 
the precinct chair is absent, anyone participating 
may start the meeting. The con\rention is gov- 
erned by Robert’s Rules of Order and Texas L)emo- 
cratic Party Rules. I f  you are late to the conven- 
tion, you can stiil participate; fio\vever, you can’i 

change what has already happened. 

?’he first item of business is for everyone aiiend- 
ing to sign in and indicate the presidential can- 
didate (including undecided) you support. ‘I‘his 
is not a secret ballot. The state party will provide 
your precinct chair with forms to use. 

Next, the convention elects a chair and secretary 
to run the convention. 

Third, the Convention Chair announces: 

1 .  
convention the precinct will elect; 

The number of delegates to the county 

2. 
cinct convention who support each candidate; 

The percent of people attending the pre- 

3. 
of each candidate are entitled to elect. 

The number of delegates the supporters 

Delegates are awarded to presidential candidates 
based on a candidate’s share of supporters at the 
conven!ion by using the following formula. 

E-Z Math Formula to Determine ‘Thresho!d 

Number of People at Precinct Convention 
Divided By 

Nuniber Of Delegates To County/ 
Senatorial Convention To Which The Precinct Is 

Entitled 

Threshold (Number of People Required for a 
Candidate Caucus) 
(Always Round Up) 

&g.& 

For example: 31 people atlend a precinct con- 
vention which is entitled to 6 delegates to the 
countylsenatorial convention. Divide 6 into 3 I 
for an answer of 5.1. Since you always round up, 
the threshold for this precinct convention would 
be 6. 

’ I  
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Fourth, supporters of each candidate gather in a 
group and elect delegates and alternates to the 
county convention. Anyone who supports a can- 
didate who did not win enough of the conven- 
tion to elect one delegate may join the supporters 
of the candidate who is their second choice. 

Voting within the group is done at one time. The 
group first secures enough nominations to fill all 
of the delegate and alternate positions. Each per- 
son casts as many votes as there are delegates to 
be elected. For instance, suppose you support Jane 
Doe for president and she i:s entitled to 4 del- 
egates and 4 alternates to the county convention. 
Your group must first make at least S nomina- 
tions. Then, one vote is taken and you cast 4 votes. 
You may cast your votes for one person or split 
them among several people. The top highest vote 
getters are the delegates while the. next highest 
vote getters are the a!ternates in rank order until 
all delegate and alternate positions are filled. 

The precinct convention may take positions on 
Issues. 

COUNTY/SENATORIAL CONVENTIONS 

If you are elected a delegate or alternate at your 
precinct convention, you may attend your county 
convention on Saturda!?, March 30,1996. In some 
urban counties, senatorial district conventions 
will be held instead of a county convention. 

The county convention is called to order by the 
County Chair, who calls for the report of the Cre- 
dentials Committee. The Credentials Committee 
is a committee of the convention that decides dis- 
putes over who has been elected a delegate or al- 
ternate. The committee is elected by the County 
Executive Committee before the convention. 
You will first elect a chair and secretary to run 
the convention. 

Next, a poll is taken of all the delegates to figure 
how many delegates of the convention support 
each candidate. The chair will announce the re- 
sults. 

Fourth, delegates in each precinct, or sonietim 
agroup of precincts,pther together to elect dt 
egates and aliernates to the state conventio 
Within the group, the delegates and alternat 
are elected one at a time, but you cast only 01 

vote. The highest vote getters are the delegatc 
and the next highest are the alternates. For e, 
ample, suppose your precinct gets to elect or 
delegate and one alternate to the state conver 
tion. Only one election is held and you get lo  ca. 
only one vote. Thus if 10 supporters of John Smit 
are present and all 10 vote for one delegate to th 
state convention while 8 supporters of Jane Do 
are present and all 8 vote for another delegatc 
then the John Smith person will be the delegat 
and the Jane Doe person will be the alternate. 

The results of all the elections within the pre 
cincts are added together and given to the Nomi 
nations Committee. This committee then distrib 
utes the “at-large” delegates among each of tht 
presidential candidates so that the county’s del. 
egation reflects each candidate’s fair share of the 
convention. For instancz, if  supporters of Jam 
Doe made up 50% of your convention, the Nomi- 
nations Committee would work to see that 50% 
of the delegates to the state convention from you1 
county would be her supporters. However, a can- 
didate who wins less than 15 % nf the conven- 
tion doesn’t have to be given any at-large del- 
egates. The at-large delegation must also be used 
to make sure that the whole delegation is equally 
divided between men and women as far as math- 
ematically practicable. 

STATE CONVENTION 

If you were elected a delegate at your county or 
senatorial convention, you may participate in the 
state Convention, heldjune 7-8, 1996, in Dallas. 

The state convention will be called to order by 
the State Chair at about 6:OO p,m., Fridq night, 
June 7th. Seating at the convention is by Senato- 
rial District. Limited seating for pes t s  will be 
available off the conventioii floor. 



After various welcoming speeches and remarks, 
the convention breaks into senatorial disfricf cau- 
c11ses. The so-called “first” caucus elects the 
district’s representative on the Credentials Com- 
rnittee. This committee will decide any disputes 
concerning who will be a delegate to the state 
convention. 

The Credentials Committee report establishes the 
permanent roll of the conventior.. Afterwards, 
the convention again breaks into caucuses. At 
this “second” caucus, you will sign in indicating 
which candidate you support. 

The state convention elects four types of delegates 
to the National Convention: 

1. 
alternates; 

Pledged senatorial district delegates and 

2. 
egates; 

Unpledged party and elected official del- 

3. 
egates; and 

Pledged party and elected officiai del- 

4.  At-large delegates and alternates. 

The sign-ins will be counted, statewide and the 
totals will be used by the Nominations Commit- 
tee on Saturday to distribute the pledged party 
and elected official delegates and the at-large 
delegates among the presidential candidates. 
However, any candidate who wins less than 15% 
of the whole state convention will not get any at- 
large delegates. 

PLEDGED SENATORlAL DlSTRlCT DELEGATES 

At the second caucus of your senatorial district, 
supporters of each candidate group gather to elect 
their share of delegates and alfernates fo the Na- 
tional Convention. These must be equally divided 
between men and women. 

in that district. However, any candidate who does 
not win 15% of the vote iii the district will no; 
get any delegates. 

UNPLEDGED PARTY AND ELECTED OFFICIAL 
DELEGATES 

On Saturday morning, June 8th, the Nominations 
committee will meet to first nominate unpledged 
delegates. These are set by national party rules 
as: 

1 
Committee from Texas; 

Members of the Democratic National 

2. The former Speaker of the United States 
House of Representatives and the former Chair 
of the Democratic National Committee; and 

3. 
States House. 

All Democratic Members of the United 

These delegates will be immediately ratified by 
the state convention. 

PLEDGED PAR??! AND ELECTED OFFlCIAL DEL- 
EGATES 

The Nominations Committee will take a break for 
one hour after nominating the unpledged del- 
egates to allow those people who are eligible to 
be “pledged party and elected official delegates” 
to file a statement of candidacy with the chair of 
the committee. 

After the break, the committee will tiominate 
“pledged party and elected official delegates.” 
These are awarded to each presidential candidate 
based on the sign-ins made the night before at 
the second caucus of the senatorial districts. 

These names will be immediately reported to the 
convention for a vote. 

The number of delegates awarded each candidate 
is based on the results of the presidential priniary 
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PLEDGED AT-LARGE DELEGATES AND ALTER- 
NATES 

After the convention votes on the pledged party 
and elected official delegates, the Nominations 
Conunittee will nominate “at-large” delegates and 
alternates. 

The “at-large” delegation is distributed among 
presidential candidates in the same way that the 
pledged party and elected official delegates are. 
The entire “at-large” delegation must be used, if 
necessary, to make sure that the whole Texas dei- 
egation to the National Convention is equally di- 
vided between men and women. It will also be 

used to meet certain affirmative action goals. 

The Noniinations Committee will also nominate 
3 unpleked at-large delegates. 

NATIONAL CONVENTION 

If you are elected a delegate or alternate by the 
state convention, you may participate in the Na- 
tiona! Convention in Chicago, August 25th 
through August 29th, 1996. 

The state party will advise you on fundraising and 
on low-cost housing and transportation if you 
would not otherwise be able to attend. 

TEXAS DELEGATION TO THE DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL COMMITTEE 

1994- 1996 STATE DEMOCRATIC EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OFFICERS 
MEMBERS 

STAFF OF THE TEXAS DEMOCRATIC PARTY 

DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL COMMITTEE TEXAS DELEGATION 

Harold Bob Bennett 
Billie Carr 
Doming0 Garcia 
ViIma Luna 
Hazel Obey 
Rosa Walker 

Adelfa Callejo 
AI Edwards 
William Leo 
K.T. M c b i s h  
Bob Slgle 
Bill White 

STATE DEMOCRATIC EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OFFICERS 1994- 1996 

Bill White, Chairman 
Vilma Luna, Vice-Chair 
Nancy Brannon, Vice-Chair for Financial Affairs 
Walter Hinojosa, Secretary 
Willie Belle Boone, Treasurer 
Carroll G. Kobinson, Legal Counsel 
Ed Cogburn, Co-Parliamentarian 
Frank Thompson, Co- Parliamentarian 
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STATE DEMOCRATIC EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS 1994- 1996 
Lytidn Phillips, Cotuniittcewoiiiati, SD 0 1 
1,eonard Rockwell, Conimitteeman SD 0 1 
Mnrtha Williams, Coiiimitteetvoman SU 02 
Kcti Molberg, Conimittcemiui SD 02 
Kathleen Hawkins, Committeewoman SD 03 
Curt Goetz, Committeeman S D  03 
hnalyn Thomas, Committeewoman SD 04 
Guy Jackson, Committeeman SD 04 
Annie Laura Day, Committeewoman SD 05 
Jim Carter, Committeeman SD 05 
pat Gandy, Committeewoman SD 06 
Frumclicio Kcycs, Cotiitiii~teem~iti SI) 0G 
VACAN’I; Conitntlteewo2,iiiti SL) 07 
Stephen Marak, Cornmittecman SD 07 
Linda Ashton Smith, Committeewoman SD 08 
Barry Sprouse,Comniitteeman SD 08 
Lisa Payne, Committeewoman SD 09 
Ron Spurlock, Committeeman SD 09 
Lee Bowden, Committeewoman SD 10 
Donald Winters, Committeeman SD 10 
Grace Edwards, Committeewoman SD 1 I 
Daniel Snooks, Conintitteeman SD 1 1 
Roy Laverne Brooks, Comniitteewoman SD 12 
Grover Swift, Comniitteenian SD 12 
Sue Loveli, Committeewoman SD 13 
Raphus Foley, Committeeman SD 13 
Elizit May, Committeewoman SD 14 
Jeff Heckler, Committeeman SD 14 
Roberta Bilsky, Committeewoman SD 15 
William Rice, Committeeman SD 15 
Terri Hodge, Committcewoman SD 16 
Jay Newman, Committeeman SD 16 
Alma Nolen, Committeewoman SD 17 
Michael Laster, Committeeman SD 17 
Diana Rhodes, Committeewoman SD I 8  
Marion Garcia, Committeeman SD 18 

Jo McCall, Committeewoman SD 19 
Gary Woitena, Committeeman SI) 19 
Susan Pizana, Conimifteewoman SD 20 
Martin Garcia, Committeeman S D  20 
Minnie Dora Riinn Haynes, Committeewoman 
SD 21 
Rene Trevitio, Committeeman SD 2 I 
Teresa Smith, Committeewoman SD 22 
John Cullar, Committeeman SD 22 
Dorothy Dean, Committeewoman SD 23 
Gary Fitzsimmons, Committeeman SD 23 
Aliccariti Wallxc, Coiiitiiittccw~itiiiin SI) E 4  
Eddie Shcll, Cotnmtttccnian SL) 2.1 
Cathryn Bell, Committeewoman SD 25 
Raul C. Garcia, Committeeman SD 25 
Lucinda Rodriguez, Committeewoman SD 26 
Darby Rtley, Committeeman SD 26 
Mary Imu Campbell, Committeewoman SD 27 
Mike Sinder, Committeeman SD 27 
Betty Condra, Committeewoman SD 28 
Mike Holmes, Committeeman SD 28 
Angie Barajas, Committeewoinan SD 29 
Jose Raul Kennard, Committeeman SD 29 
Dorthy Wise, Committeewoman SD 30 
Calvin Gambill, Committeeman SD 30 
Linda Lowrey, Committeewoman SD 31 
Milton McNeeley, Committeeman SD 3 1 

David Holmes, Young Democrats 
Shawna Russell, Young Democrats 
Ted Lewis, County Chair Association 
Maxine Molberg, County Chair Association 
John Montford, Senate Democratic Caucus 
Eddie de la Garza, House Democratic Caucus 
Karen Matkin, Texas Democratic Women 
Cristy Ked, Texas Democratic Women 
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TO DO THIS' YOU SAY TBIS MAY YOU PNTERWUiT THE MUST E 
SPEAKER? SECONI 

Adjourn the meeting 

Recess the meeting 

I move that we adjourn. 

1 move that we recess until ... 

May NOT interrupt the speaker 

May NOT interrupt thc speaker 

MUST be secondec 

MUST be seconded 

Complain about noise, 
r w m  temperature. etc. 

Suspend further con- 
sideration of something 

Point of Privilege 

I move we table it. 

End debate 

Postpone Consi- 
deration of something 

Have something 
studied further 

Amend a motion 

lnuoduce blisiness 
(a primary motion) 

I move the previous 
question 

I move we postpone 
this matter until ... 

MAY interrupt the speaker NO second needed 

May NOT interrupt the speaker MUST be seconded 

May NOT inierrup: the speaker MUST be seconded 

May NOT interrupt speaker MUST be seconded 

I move we refer this 
matter to a committee 

I move that this 
motion be amended by ... 

May NOT interrupt speaker MUST be seconded 

May NOT interrupt speaker MUST be seconded 

I move that.. May NOT interrupt speaker MUST be seconded 

The motions or pints above are listed in established order of precedence. When any of them is pcnding. you may not introduce.ulotherthst's listed bel, 
but you may introduce another that's listed above i1. 
In thin case. any resulting motion is debatable. *I 

.** Chair decides 

TO DO TKIS' YQU SAY THIS MAY YOU INTERRUFT MUST BE 
THE SPEAKER? SECONDED? 

Object to procedure or 
or to a personal affront 

Point of order MAY interrupt the speaker NO second needed 

Request information Point of information If urgent, may interrupt speaker NU second needed 

Ask for a vote by aclual 
count to verify a voice vote 

I call for a division 
ofthe house 

May NOT interrupt speaker** NO second needed 

Object IO considering 
some undiplomatic or 
improper matter 

Take up a matter 
previously tabled 

I object to consideration MAY interrupt speaker NO second needed 
of this question 

I move we take from 
the table ... 

May NOT interrupt speaker MUST be secondcc 

Reconsider something I move we now (or later) MAY interrupt speaker MUST be secondcc 
already disposed of reconsider our action 

relative to ... 

Consider something out I move we suspend the May NOT interrupt speaker MUST be secondet 
of its scheduled ordcr rules and consider ... 

Vote on a ruling by 
the Chair 

I appeal the Chair's 
decision 

MAY interrupt speaker MUST be sccondct 

The motions. points and proposds listed above have no established ordcr of precedence. Any olthco may be introduced at my timc .. csccpt when th 
~neelingisconsideringoneofthelopt~cn~~tIerrlistedinthcabuvcchJn(motiontoadjoum,~i~olion torccess.orpoinlofprivilege). 
But division must bccallcd for before another motion isstarled. 
Thrn mninriiv YO$+. i s  wnnin*il 
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AT A GLANCE 
IS T H E  MOTION 
DEBATABLE? 

IS T H E  MOTION 
AMENDABLE? 

WHAT VOTE IS 
REQvlrRED? 

NOT debatable 

NOT debatable 

NOT debatable*' 

NOT debatable 

NOT debatable 

DEBATABLE 

DEBATABLE 

DEBATABLE 

DEBATABLE 

NOT amendable 

Amendable 

NOT mendable 

NOT amendable 

NOT amendable 

AMENDABLE 

AMENDABLE 

AMENDABLE 

AMENDABLE 

MAJORITY vote required 

MAJORITY vote required 

NO vote required*"* 

MAJORITY vote required 

' b o  thirds vote required 

MAJORITY vole required 

MAJOKI'W vote required 

MAJOKITY vote required 

MAJORITY vote required 

tS THE MOTION IS THE MOTION WHAT VOTE IS 
DEBATABLE? AMENDABLE? REQUJRED? 

NOT debatable 

NOT debatable 

NOT debatzble 

NOT debatable 

NOT amendable 

NOT amendable 

NOT amendable 

NOT amcndab!e 

NO vole required, 
Chair decides 

NO vote required 

NO vote required unless 
one objects"' 

Thio thirds vote required 

NOT debatable NOT amendable MAJORITY required 

DEBATABLE IF original 
motion is debafablc 

NOT amendable MAJORITY required 

NOT debatable NOT amendablc Two thirds vote required 

DEBATABLE NOT amendable MAJORITY required 
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Zip This is your authorizaiioo 10 honor drafts in Ihe amount of: 
$10 $15 0 $20 0 

County 

State Senate District Number 

drawn by the Texas Democratic Party, Austin. Texas, on the 
1st 0 15th 0 day of each month until cancelled by me. 
'Please enclose voided chock or deposit slip. We need the en- 
coded numben for correct bank routing. 

0 Bill me ($100 or more-enclose check) 
Phane: HI) 0 I----) ____II__--_____-__--_____I 

Occupation: Annually a Semiannually fl Quarlerly 0 
0 Charge my MaSterCardlWsa ($io0 or more) 

d Employer: 



January 1998 
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January 1998 

Dear Fellow Democrat: 

Our Democratic Party stands on the brink of the 21st century with new vision and with renewed 
energy. Some folks say that we are going to have a tough year but we are going to do better than 
most people think. 

Democrats' mainstream values reflect Texans' concerns. Democrats are putting families first by 
ensuring quality education, increasing access to college, giving patients the right io choose their own 
doctors and cutting taxes for working families. Many Republicans hav@ abandoned public education, 
opposed family doctor choice and proposed increased taxes on food and medicine. 

In addition, Texans trust Democrats. Seventy four percent of Texas' elected o@cials are Democrats, 
only twenty six percent are Republicans. We have strong candidates for Congress, statewide and 
local races. Working together, we can offset the Republicans' money advantage with our message. 

In 1998, it is important that we not only attend our precinct conventions, but that we encourage the 
participation of a new generation of Democrats as well. Please make a ammilment io take a first- 
time voter with you to your precinct convention and then help that young pelson gat elected a del- 
egate to our county and state conventions. 

Thank you for being a Texas Democrat. Thank you as well for building our Party for the 24st Century 
by bringing young people into our Party. 

Sincerely, 

Bill White 
Chair 

P. S. Thank you to the Rules Committee of the SDEC, chaired by S.D. 25 Committeeman Raul 
Garcia, for updating these Party Rules. 

919 Congrcss Avenue, Suite 600 0 Austin, Texas 78701 * Office (512) 478-9800 Fax (512) 480-2500 

- 9  
P .E.., .I"*- -.- 
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1998 Election Calendar 

February 9,1998 - Last day to register to vote in the March primary election, 

February 13,1998 - First day to submit an application for a ballot by mail for runoff. 

February 23,1998 - First day of early voting by personal appearance for the March 
primary (counties may start on the 21st or 22nd). 

March 3,1998 - Last day to receive request for ballot by mail for M a c h  primary. 

March 6,1998 - Last day of early voting by personal appearance for March primary. 

March 10,1998 -General Primary Election Day. Precinct conventions at 7:15 p.m. 

March 16, 1998 - Last day to register to vote for runoff election. 

March 28,1998 I County & Senate District Conventions. 

April 6,1998 - First day for early voting by personal appearance for moff  election. 

April 7,1998 - Last day to receive an application for a ballot by mail for the runoff 
election. 

A p d  14,1998 - Runoff election. 

June 26 - 27,1998 - State Convention, Sara Antonio, Alamodorne. 

September 4,1998 -First day to submit an application for ballot by mail for general 
election. 

October 5,1998 - Last day to register to vote for November general election. 

October 19,1998 - First day of early voting by personal appearance for generd elec- 
tion (counties may start the 17th or 18th). 

October 27,1998 - Last day to receive an application for ballot by maill for general 
election. 

October 30,1998 - Last day for early voting by personal appearance for general elec- 
tion. 

November 3,1998 - General Election Day. 
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ARTICLE I 
STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES 

The Democratic Party of Texas hereby adopts the 
following Statement of Principles as the founda- 
tion for Party activities at all levels: 

We believe that the Democratic P q  with its great 
diversity, its flexibility of organization, its historic 
adaptability to fruitful chan e, and its instinctive 
responsiveness to human nee% and aspirations, can 
provide the leadership required in these challeng- 
ing times; 

That we must join together with a renewed faith in 
our country, in our state, and in our Party to pro- 
vide our people with responsive, responsible gov- 
ernment; 

That government functions best when it is closest 
to the people; 

That our government is and should be of laws and 
not of favoritism or of arbitrary caprice, and there- 
fore we condemn any resolution of conflicts, save 
through legal processes; 

That the Democratic Party of Texas stands for law 
and order, for total and unceasing war against crime, 
for strengthening law enforcement agencies, and for 
justice under law; 

That all citizens, no matter what their religion or 
race or how humble or exalted their origin or sta- 
tion, have the duty to participate fully at eve 
of overnmeiit and are entitled to an equa voice 
an B to equal treatment at its hands; 

That all Democrats are bound to defend, to pro- 
tect, and to  honor our nation, our state, and our 
Party, and that when they are right, it is ourprivi- 
lege to sustain them, but when they err, it is our 
duty to correct them; and 

That as Democrats, we are roud and u right citi 

not only to sene  our country, but also to stand 
shoulder to shoulder with citizens of other states 
in providin meaningful, responsible, and construc- 

To achieve these principles, we hereby make these 
declarations and adopt the following Rules to gov- 
ern Party activities at all levels: 

rlevel 

zens of the United States, t K at we are B etermined . -  

tive leaders i ip for our great nation. 

No test of membership in, nor oaths of loyalty 
to, the DemocraticPam ofTexas shallbe required 

tive or current members of the Democratic Party 
to acquiesce in, condone, or support discrimina- 
tion on the rounds of race, sex, sexual orienta- 

ethnic identity, economic status, handicap or dis- 

The Democratic Party at di levels shall supFort 
the broadest ossible voter registration and par- 

of race, sex, age, color, creed, national origii, re- 
ligion, ethnic identity, economic status, handicap 
or disability. 

It shall be the duty of the State Chair and Party 
Officers at all levels to take affirmative steps to 
encourage young people, women and minorities 
to seek selection as Dele ates to Party Conven- 

that they shall be represented In reasonable rela- 
tionship to their presence in the state. 

Every person who accepts a Party office at an 
level (including the osirion of Convention De1 
e ate and Alternatefmua ree to support all of 

Public meetings at all levels of the Democratic 
Party shall be o n to all members of the Demo- 

color, creed, national orit+, relifm, ethnic iden- 
tity, economic status, p iPosop ical persuasion, 
handicap or disability. 

The time and lace of all meetings ofthe Demo- 

cized fully and in such manner as to assure tmely 
notice to all interested persons. Such meetings 
shall be held in places xcessible to all P 
bers and large enough to accommodate 1 inter- 
ested persons. 

The Democratic Party of Texas shall publicize 
fully and in such manner as eo assure notice to all 
interested parties a corn lete descri tion of the 

for selecting Deinocratic P a t ~ y  Officers and Rep 
resentatives at all levels. Publication of these ro- 
cedures shall be done timely and in such a &h- 
ion that all prospective and current members of 
the Democratic Party and all rospecrive candi- 

or used if it have the e fi ect of requiring prospec- 

tion,.age, co K or, creed, national origin, religion, 

ticipation wit K out discrimination on the grounds 

ability. 

tions and as members o P Party Committees so 

t K e Party's nominees or sh I be removed. 

cratic Party of -p" exas, regardless of race, sex, age, 

cratic Party o P Texas az all levels shall be gublli- 

2K anem- 

legal and practical quali P -   cations an ;B procedures 

dates or applicants will be fu K y and adequately 

1 
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informed of the pertinent procedures in time to 
partici ate in each selection procedure at each level 

pete for any elected or appointed position. 

ARTICLE I1 
NAME, &T”VIBERSMIP, AND POWERS 

k N a m e  

of the 6 emocratic Party orpnization and to com- 

The name of this Party shall be the “Democratic 
Party of Texas,” hereinafter referredio as the “State 
Parry.” 

B. Membership and Participation 

Any qualified Texas voter 18 years of age or older 
who sup orts the foregoing “Statement of Prin- 

fuyly in any Party meetin sand may be elected to 

ited by law or by Party Rules. 

All Patty Officers shall be residents of the precinct, 
district, or other political subdivision which they 
re resent, and any moving of their residences out 

automatic vacancy, unless the boundary lines are 
changed and such Party Officer has not changed 
residence. 

All Convention Delegates and Alternates at each 
level must be residents of the geographical area 
which they represent. 

C Powers of Executive Committees 

The State Democratic Executive Conunittee, here- 
inafter referred to as the “State Committee” or  as 
the “SDEC,” shall on the activities of the State 

with the law and with the directives of the Con- 
ventions. 

The various County Executive Committees, here- 
inafter referred to as the “County Committees,” 
shall carry on the activities of the Democratic P 
within their re 

ci les” o P the Democratic Party may participate 

any Party office, except w i ere specifically prohib- 

o P such political subdivisions shall constitute an 

Party between State T onventions, in compliance 

3 ive counties, in compliance wi 
the law and wit T Party Rules. 

uaticParty&talwq, andat all P mh, thereshall be m 

ARTICLE XI1 
EXECUTIVE COMMI’FCEES 

Itkabasicandfi~ndamentalpr~ toftbeTevarDemo- 

metballots, thereshallbeno fiscba~dfwvoting,and 
meen‘ngsshall beopen to thepublic. 

The State Democratic Executive Committee, here- 
inafter referred to as the “State Committee” or as 
the “SDEC,” shall on the activities of the State 

with the law and with the directives of the Conven- 
tions. 

The various County Executive Committees, here- 
inafter referred to as the “County Committees,” shall 
carry on the activities of the Democratic Part 
within their res ective counties, in compliance wit 

k General Rules on Executive Committees 
and Officers 

1. Such Committee meetings shall be held as 
required by law or by these Rules, called by the Com- 
mittee Chair, or petitioned for in writing by at least 
51% of the Committee membership. 

2. At all Party meetings other than Conven- 
tions and Convention Caucuses, a majority of the 
Committee membershi shall constitute a quorum, 

vide otherwise. At meetings of County Commit- 
tees, 40% of the membership shall constitute a quo- 

3. Unless otherwise provided for by statute or 
by these Rules, Ehe currene edition of R o k 4 R u l ~  
of Order, Newly Rev~edsiiial be the parliamentary 
authority overning all Party Committee meetings 

4. The method of voting at all Party Commit- 
tee meetin s may be by voice vote, by (standing) 
division o B the house, by signed written ballot, or 
by roll call vote. The method used shail be left to 
the discretion of the Chair, except that on request 
of any member (who need not be recognized by the 
Chair to voice such request), a standin division must 

bers shall require a roll call vote. 

5. Minutes or a transcript shall be taken at all 
Party Committee meetings, and a written cop shall 

days after the meeting. 

6. Proxy voting shall be permitted at. State 
Committee meetings, provided no person may hold 
or vote more than one proxy. Proxy holders for sena- 
torial district representatives on the State Commit- 
tee must reside in the same senatorial district as the 
memberassigningthe proxy. Proxy holders for rep  
resentatives of the Texas Democratic County Chairs 

Party between State T onventions, in compliance 

i 
the law and wit f: Party Rules. 

unless state law or these g a q  Rules specifically prc- 

m. 

and proce fi ures. 

be held, and the request of one-fift a of the mem- 

be furnished each Committee member wit rl‘. in 30 

2 
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Association, the Texas Young Democrats, the Texas 
Democratic Women, the Senate Democratic Cau- 
cus, the House Democratic Caucus, the Texas Coa- 
lition of Black Democrats, the Tejano Democrats 
arid the Non-Urban Caucus must be members of 
the same organization. No proxy voting shall be 
permitted at meetings of any County Committee. 
(Sec. 171.026) 

7. No action of a Sub-Committee or any 
Standing Committee shall replace or supersede the 
actions o r  authority of the Committee as a whole, 
and any actions by Sub-Committees shall be sub- 
ject to review and revision by the superior author- 
ity of the full Committee at its subsequent meet- 

8. All Party Committee meetings at all levels 
shall be open to the public and to the press. 

9. Not later than the 59th day before the pri- 
mary election, the State Committee shall meet at a 
place designated by the State Chair. Notification 
of the time, date, place, and pu ose of the meet- 

State Committee and to all persons who have re- 
quested that the State Chair have their name placed 
on the primary ballot. The State Committee at this 
meeting shall certify the name of each candidate 
filin with the State Chair whose name is to a pear 

before the primary, the State Chair shall then de- 
liver to each County Chair a written list of the name 
of each candidate so certified to a pear on the pri- 

file with the State Chair shall a pear on the pri- 

mittee, except that the State Committee may del- 
egate to the State Chair authority to certify correc- 
tions or amendments to the certifications, and the 
State Chair shall have authority to certify candi- 
dates for whom an extended filing deadline renders 
iK im ossible for the State Committee to make such 
certi F ication as required above. (Sec.172.028) 

issue to be laced on t 

Chair during the same filing period applicable to 
candidates for federal, state, and county office. In 
addition to requirements mandated by state law 
(Sec. 172.088), all petitions must contain the fol- 
lowing wording and information: 

a. An oath of affiliation to the Democratic 
Party of Texas as part of the perition statement as 
follows: 

ings. 

ing shall be delivered by mail to 'p a 1 members of the 

on t E e primary ballot. Not later than the 57t E day 

mary ballot in that county. No can B date who would 

mary ballot who is not so certified g y the State Coni- 

10. Voters may by 

ballot. SUCK petitions 

'YIsign thispetiiion, Ihereby a iliate myselfiith the 

a'uring[.jj tbecaldryear in which theproposalin 
thepetitzon lssougbt to be on the ballot/ 

Iwill suppa" the nominees of the Democratic Party of 
Tarasandthatlwillnot voeeinuprima election or 

theca&ryear in wbicb theproposal in thepetition 13 
sought to beon the ballot]. 

iknow that tbepu ose of this petition is to r uire the 
Terar DemocratVTa~ tzlacethe pro osal%cribed 

electionofthe TmDemorraticParty't 

Democratic Party of Texas, an B Iswear oraffirm that 

prtici teinaconwntionofanorhwparl3, 2 .  nng[sparf) 

below on die ballot for e[ telgenwale P ectionpn'mry 

(signature of petition signer) 

"Sworn to or affirmed) and signed before me the 
undersigne 6 authority on this the - day of -. 

- printed name of person administering oath 

address of person administering oath 

-one # ot person administering oath 

- 
title of office and county of residence of person 
administering oath" 

b. The person administering the oath may be 
either: a Jud e, clerk or commissioner of any court 

the Peace; the Secretary o State of Texas; m y  
member of the State Democratic Executive Com- 
mittee of Texas; any member of the County Ex- 
ecutive Committee of the Democratic Party for the 
Texas county in which the person signing the peti- 
tion resides; or a person ex ressl authorized in 

a County Chair for the Texas county in which the 
person signing the petition resides. The State Chair 
and any such County Chair shall keep as a perma- 
nent part of party records a true copy of any such 
authorization. Each person administerin the oath 

7 of record; a 5. icensed Nota Public; a Justice of 

writing to administer this oat ii; by t e State Chair o r  

must sign in the lace shown, and print 8. is or her 
name, address, o ';. fice and county of residence. 
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c. The form of the ez iop ,  including a de- 

the spacin and t pe size and instructions to com- 

Clair. Theoath of the etition signer and the de- 

d. The State Chair is hereby delegated all other 
authority necessary to effectuate this Rule. 

e. The State Executive Committee shall pre- 
scribe the wording of the roposition submitting a 
proposal. (Sec. 172.088gP 

f The petition shall be in both English and 
Spanish. 

It Acceptance by an person of a Party Of- 
fice and participation in t i at capacity constitutes 
an agreement to the provision in the Statement of 
Principles that ”every person who accepts a Party 
office at any level (including the positions of Con- 
vention Delegate and Alternate), must a-ree to sup  
port all of the Party’s nominees or shalfbe subject 
to removal.” 

12, Grounds for Removal: A Party Officer 
shall be removed from office if during the current 
term of office such Officer pubIicly supports or en- 
dorses an opposing Party or a nominee of an op- 
posing Party, a person seeking the nomination of 
an opposing Party, or a non-Democratic candidate 
seelun an office in an election in which candidates 
may f e b Party affiliation and a Democrat is seek- 

13. The terms 
dorses” shall include, 
on a campaign committee; 

scription of the proposa P that is . -  to be submitted, 

pl with t 8 .  is Ru r e must be approved by the State 

scription of the proposa ? shall be in bold type. 

ing the s $  o ice in question. 

ing votes b making a ublic appearance or a door- 

14. Method of Removal: The followin pro 
cedures shall govern implementation and enforce: 
ment of the foregoing subsections 12 & 13: 

a. A complaint may be filed only b a quali- 
fied voter who must be a Democrat andlwho re- 
sides in the olitical subdivision represented by the 

b. Complaints alleging violations of subsec- 

to-door so F . .  icitatim o P votes. 

subject Of P icer. 

tions 12 and 13 by a State Committee Officer or 
member, by a National Committee member, or by 
a Senatorial District o r  County Chair shall be for- 
warded to the State Chair. Complaints allegingvio- 
lations by other Party Officers except Convention 
Delegate or  Alternate shall be forwarded to the 
County Chair. Immediately upon receiving a writ- 
ten complaint, together with s ecific evidence that 

above, the notified Qfficer shall notify the subject 
Officer by “certified mail, return receipt requested,” 
and “deliver to addressee only,” of such written 

advised that unless such 
Party Officer delivers to the notified Chair within 
10 days of receiving this notice, a written deniai 
signed by such Party Officer and specifically deny- 
ing the particular violation of subsections 12 and 
13 above which has been alleged specifically, the 
notified Chair shall declare the office held by such 
Party Officer to be vacant. 

c. If the Party Officer fails to deliver the writ- 
ten res onse as required above, the notified Chair 
immeiately shall declare the office held by such 
Officer to be vacant. 

If the Part Officer delivers a written denial to the 
notified Clair within the time rescribed above, the 

whether the denial fairly and specifically denies the 
allegations in the complaint. A Chair who deter- 
mines that the denial does not fairly and specifi- 
cally deny the alle ation shall declare the office held 
by such Party Ofkcer to be vacant. 

‘The Chair immediately shall mail written notice of 
a decision and/or of a vacancy to the complaining 
person and to the Party Officer. 

d Either party may seek review of the deci- 
sion or action taken b a County Chair by filing a 

after receiving notice of the County Chair’s deci- 
sion. If the County Chair fails IO mail a notice of 
the decision required above within 21 days from 
the date the notification of the complaint was 
mailed to the Party Officer, the cornplaning p“y 
may seek review by the State Chair by filing a wnt- 
ten request within 10 days therefrom. 

No vacancy shall be filied during the time allowed 
to request review or while a review is under con- 
sideration. 

e. Within 10 days after receivinga request for 

aParty Officer has violated su \ sections 12 and 13 

evidence md of tules,gov- 
In this communique the 

Chair within five days therea K er, shall determine 

written request with t K e State Chair within 10 days 



.. . 
~. 
. .  

.. ~ . .  . .  .~ . .. . 

.. . . . .  . . .  . ... 

review, the State Chair should determine whether 
the action or inaction of the County Chair shall be 
sustained or reversed. ‘The only grounds for review 
shall be: 

Whether the com laint against the Party Of- !.) 
!xer fairly and specifica P ly states an allegation of 

i .iter fairly and specifica P ly denies the allegations in 

conduct violating subsections 12 and 13 above; 

2.) 

the complaint; 

(3.) .Whether there are procedural deficiencies, 
including notice requirements, of the complaint 
filed hereunder. 

E The State Chair immediatelyshall mail writ- 
ten notice of the decision regardin the review to 

complaining erson. If the State Chair’s decision 

initiate steps necessary to fill it. 

& .  If a County Chair fails to send the original 
notice required by subsection 14.f above within 
three days after receiving acomplaint, the complain- 
in person may present the complaint to the State 
C R air, who, upon receiving the complaint, shall as- 
sume the duties of the County Chair prescribed 
herein. 

h. Any Party Officer so removed shall be in- 
eligible to serve as a Democratic Party Officer for 
the remainder of that term. 

B. State Executive Committee 

I. Officers: In compliance with Chapter 171 
of the Texas Election Code, the State Convention 
in June of even-numbered years shall elect a”State 
Chairman,” hereinafter referred to as the “State 
Chair” or  as the ”Party Chair.” The Convention 
also shall elect a First Vice Chair of opposite sex 
from the State Chair, a Vice Chair for Financial 
Affairs, a Secretary, and a Treasurer. These shall 
be the Officers of the State Commitlee, and they 
shall serve for two years or until their successors 
are elected; except that the first Vice Chair shall 
continue to serve until the close of the Presiden- 
tial Nominating Convention in Presidential years. 

All officers shall be non-voting members except the 
Chair and First Vice Chair as provided by statute. 
(Sec. 171.002) 

The State Chair shall be the Principal and Presid- 

Whether the res onse filed by theParty Of- 

the County Chair, to the Party Of I; icer, and to the 

afftrms or dec P ares avacancy, the County Chair shall 

ing Officer of the State Committee, shall have all 
of the authority and duties implied by such title 
and expressed and implied by these Rules, and shall 
have the authority to establish and to appoint Com- 
mittees and deal with the affairs ofthe Party. 

The First Vice Chair shall assist the Chair and shall 
have the duties and authorit im lied by such title 
or assi ned by the Chair o r  t i  t e State Commir- 
tee. T e First Vice Chair sha i  preside over meet- 
in s of the State Committee in the absence of the 
d a i r  and shall fill any ex-officio position created 
for Party Vice Chairs, mcluding membership on the 
National Committee. 

The Vice Chair for Financial Affairs shall have re- 
sponsibilities for fund-raising under the direction 
of the Chair and shall have other duties and re- 
sponsibilities assigned by the Chair or by the State 
committee. 

The Secretary shall have the duties and authority 
implied by such title. 

The Treasurer’s duties shall be to present a finan- 
cial report at each SDEC meeting and to perform 
duties assi ned by the Chair. The disbursement of 
funds shal H be the responsibility of the State Chair 
or of the Chair’s designee+), provided the 
designee(s) be approved by the SDEC. 

The State Chair shall cause ;in audit of the Iinan- 
cia1 records of the State Committee to be made b 
a certified public accountant at least once each ca1 
endar year. A copy of the report of such audit shall 
be furnished to each member and Officer of the 
State Committee. 

Vacancies: When a vacancy occurs in any of these 
offices between State Conventions, a majority of 
the members of the State Committee shall elect a 
successor, who need not be a current member of 
the State Committee. Members shall receive writ- 
ten notice issued by the Chair, or, if that office be 
vacant, by the First Vice Chair, at least two weeks 

rior to the meeting at which an election will be 
geld. Any member of the State Committee may 
nominate a candidate for the vacant office. 

When an interim vacancy in the office of the State 
Chair is filled by the State Committee, the term of 
office for the interim Chair shall be for the duration 
of the normal term. 

Removal: In addition to the procedures under Ar- 
ticle III.A.14, any Officer or member of the State 
Committee may be removed for good cause by a 
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two-thirds majority of State Committee members. 
All members must receive written notice from the 
Chair at least 30 days before a meeting at which 
removal will be considered. Balloting may not be 
done by mail. For removal of members, two-thirds 
of the District Executive Commitree or two-thirds 
of the State Executive Committee or t.wo-thirds of 
the Delegates 10 the State Convention from the Dis- 
trict at which the member was last elected must 

eeition for removal of the State Committee mem- 
ger before proceedings shall be brought before the 
State Committee. For remova! of Officers, either 
two-thirds of the County Chairs, or two-thirds of 
the Delegates to the State Convention at which the 
Officer was last elected or  two-thirds of the State 
Committee must petition for the removal of the 
State Committee Officer before removal proceed- 
ings shall be brought before the State Committee. 

Should the State Chair be subject to petition for 
removal under this Article, then the First Vice Chair 
shall give notice of said petition to the State Com- 
mittee and give proper notice by mail of said meee- 

2. Members: The State Committee shall be 
composed of two members elected from every sena- 
torial district, two from the Texas Democratic 
County Chairs Association, two from the Texas 
Young Democrats, one from the Senate Democratic 
Caucus, one from the House Democratic Caucus, 
two from the Texas Democratic Women, two from 
the Texas Coalition of Black Democrats, two from 
the Tejano Democrats and two from the Non-Ur- 
ban Caucus. They shall be elected as follows: 

The State Convention in june of even-numbered 
years shall elect 62 members of the State Commit- 
tee, one man and one woman from each senatorial 
district, who shall be those recommended by rhe 
Delegates from the counties composin the respec- 

full Convention strength divided proportionately 
among its Dele ates present. Committee members 
shall serve untif their successors take office, which 
shall be on adjournment of the State Convention 
at which they are elected. 

The Chair and the next highest ranking Officer of 
the opposite sex of the Texas Democratic County 
Chairs Association, the President and next hi hest 

Young Democrats, the President and next highest 
ranking Officer of the Texas Democratic Women, 
rhe President and the next hi hect ranking Officer 

representatives of the Tejano Democrats elected 

ing. 

tive senatorial districts. Each county s H iall vote its 

ranking Officer of the opposite sex of the + exas 

of the Texas Coalition of B f ack Democrats, two 

at the State Democratic Convention, and the Chair 
and the next highest ranking officer of the oppo- 
site sex of the Non-Urban Caucus also shall be mem- 
bers of the State Committee. They shall partici- 
pate in the proceedings of the State Committee in- 
sofar as the Election Code will permit. 

The members representing the Senate Democratic 
Caucus and the House Democratic Caucus shall be 
nonvoting ex-officic members selected by their re- 
spective caucuses. 

The President and Vice-president of the Texas 
Democratic Women shall be nonvoting ex-officio 
members. 

Vacancies: When a vacancy occurs on the State 
Committee, a ma ority of the members of the Com- 

person of the same sex and from the same senato- 
rial district as the vacating member. Members of 
the State Committee and of the Senatorial District 
Executive Committee of the affected district and, 
if known, the Chair of the affected district's Sena- 
torial District Caucus at the last State Convention, 
shall be mailed written notice issued by the State 
Chair at least four weeks prior to the meetin at 

be filled no later than the next meeting which fol- 
lows its occurrence by five weeks. 

C County Executive Committee 

mittee shall fill t i e vacancy by electing an eligible 

which such vacancy will be filled. A vacancy s a all 

I. Members and Officers: Each county 
shall have a County Executive Committee com- 

osed of a County Chair and of one Precinct Chair 
from each election precinct in the county. (Sec. 
171.022) 

These shall be elected by majority vote in the Parry 
Primaries held in even-numbered y a n .  The County 
Chair shall be elected by the qualified voters of the 
county, and the Precinct Chairs by the qualified 
voters of their respective precincts. 

The County Committee may name a SecretaX, who 
need not be a member of the Committee. T e Sec- 
retary legally is authorized to receive applications 
for a place on the Primary ballot, and an apglica: 
tion received by the Secretary shall be file otfi 
cially. The combined amount of any compensa- 
tion aid from the Primary fund to the Secretary 

ceed the lesser of $8,000.00 or 5% of the amount 
actually spent for necessary expenses in holding the 
Primary Election for that year, exclusive of the com- 
pensation paid to the Chair and Secretary. 

and t f '  e Chair for rheir services shall in no case ex- 
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(Sec. 173.004) 

The County Committee may, by majority vote, adopt 
continuing rules for the conduct of its business, so 
long as they are not prohibited by law o r  are not 
inconsistent with these Party Rules. Such rules shall 
be filed with rheState Chair. 

The term of office for members of the County 
Committee shall begin on the twentieth day follow- 
ing the Runoff Primary and shall continue for two 
years or until their successors are elected and certi- 
fied. (Sec. 171.022(c)) 

2. Qualifications: Democrats 18 yearsof age 
or older are eligible for the offices of Precinct or of 
County Chair, provided they meet the criteria which 
follow: 

a. The  are qualified voters (Sec 
161.005(a)(l$ and vote in all Democratic Prima- 
ries, not including runoffs, in the voting year; and 

b. They are not candidates for, nor holders of 
an elective office of the federal, state, or county 
government (Sec. 161.005(a)(2)); and 

c. They are residents of the precinct or county 
from which they seek election (Sections i71.023(a) 
and 161 .OOS(a)( 1)). 

3. Election Procedure: A qualified Party 
member may become a candidate for County or Pre- 
cinct Chair by filing a written application in the 
county using a form which shall be rovided b the 

in a county with a population of 1 million or more, 
shall include a etition containing the signatures 

county using a form which shall be rovided by the 

‘ereon candidate’s sworn oath that she si natures tl. 

of the candidate or candidate’s representative. The 
application, and petition if ap licable, shall be filed 

County Committee if there be one (Sections 
171.022(a)(2), 172.021 and 172.023), and signed 
and duly acknowled ed by the candidate; a copy 

the Texas Democratic Party. The application shall 
state the candidate’s occupation, county of resi- 
dence, r s t  office address, and date of birth, indi- 
catingt e office sought. The petition, if applicable, 
shall include the precinct chair’s signature, name, 
post office address, and precinct number. Applica- 

County Chair u on request. In ad t;.. ition, qu af ified 
Party members P iling for the office of County Chair 

of 15 percent o P the current precinct chairs in the 

State Party. The petition sha P 1 contain the 

are valid and that each was signe i .  in the presence 

with the County Chair or wit K the Secretary of the 

of the petition shall a K so be filed with the Chair of 

tions, and petitions if applicable, shall be filed no 
later than 6 m. on January 2 before the Primary 

next working day if it falls on a weekend or a holi- 

An application mailed but not received by this dead- 
line shall not be accepted. (Sec. 172.023) 

No later than the day before the filing deadline the 
County Chair shall post on the bulletin board at the 
County Courthouse used for posting notices of 
meetings of the Commissioners Court a notice of 
the address at which the County Chair or the Sec- 
retary will be available to receive applications on 
the last day of the filing period. (Sec. 172.022) 

Write-in votes for Precinct and County Chair are 
permitted by law in the First Primary Election, 
whether or not there are other candidates for these 
offices on the ballot. Write-in votes, however, are 
not allowed in the Second or “Runoff” Primary. 
(Sec.172.112) 

No later than 20 days after the local canvass the 
County Chair shall deliver to the State Chair and to 
the County Clerk written notice of the name, ad- 
dress, and precinct number of each Precinct and 
County Chair elected. (Sec. 172.11s) 

4. Vacancies: When a vacancy occurs in the 
office of County Chair, the Secret 
Committee may call a meeting to fi 1 the vacancy at 
any time after it occurs. Upon the written request 
of any Committee member, however, the Secretary 
shall call one for a date not more than 20 days after 
receiving the request, giving each member notice 
of the time, place, and purpose. Shouid a Commit- 
tee secretary fail to act after bein re uested in 

ing in ike manner. The Officer calling the meetin 
shall designate a Tern o r a v  Chair to preside unti 
the new Permanent (!. h a r  is elected. (Sec. 171.025) 

Any other vacancy on the Committee shall be filled 
by majority vote of the County Committee at a 
meeting at which a majority of the membership shall 
constitute a uorum. (Sec. 171.024) Written no- 

shall be prompt1 delivered to the Sate Chair and 

When the precinct boundaries are changed between 
Primary Elections and only one current Precinct 
Chair resides within the new precinct, that Chair 
shall continue the term of office. If more than one 
current Chair or if none resides within the new 

Election. T K :  is deadline shall be extended until the 

day. 

”y Of the 

writin to do so, the State Chair sh $ 7  I cal the meet- 

fi H 

tice of the rep 9 acement member’s name and address 

to the County C L air. (Sec. 171.024) 
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precinct, however, the office automatically shall be- 
come vacant and shall be filled as provided herein. 
(Sec. 171.023) 

Changes in precinct boundaries made by the Com- 
missioners Court shall not become effective to al- 
ter membership of the County Committee until Feb 
ruary 1 after the changes are ordered. (Sec. 171.023) 

duties of the County Executive Committee inch 2 e 
5. Duties and Responsibilities: Statuto 

collecting filing fees (Sections 172.021 and 
172.022); appointing watchers (Sec. 33.03); deter- 
mining the order of names on the ballot (Sections 
172.082 and 172.084); canvassing Primary results 
(Sec. 172.1 16); and setting and publicizing times 
and places for Precinct and County Conventions 
(Sections 174.022 and 174.063 . Additional re- 

Code in Chapters 171,172,173, and 174 as well as 
Sections 31.032, 32.006, 32.034, 32.093, 32.111, 
34.007, 42.009, 43.003, 51.002, 51.003, 51.035, 
52.002, 123.001, 123.033, 124.065, 125.031, 
143.033, and 145.036. 

In addition to its statutory duties, the County Com- 
mittee shall have primary responsibility for plan- 
ning and for coordinating the General Election 
Campai ns of the Democratic Party’s nominees 

ning for office in districts which include areas out- 
side of the county, the County Committee shall 
work with the Senatorial District Executive Com- 
mittee. This responsibility shall include raising 
funds for conducting local campaigns, for support- 
ing the statewide effort for the entire ticket, for pro- 
ducing materials, and for coordinating local services 
for all Democratic campaigns. 

The County Committee may establish such com- 
mittees as it deems appropriate to carry out its non- 
statutory duties and may appoint committee mem- 
bers who are not members of the County Commir- 
tee. 

6. Meetings: Three statutory meetings 
shall be held in even-numbered years: 

a. InJanuary; 

b. O n  the Thursday or Friday after the First 
Primary; and 

c. O n  the Thursday or Friday after the Sec- 
ond or “Runoff” Primary. 

Precinct Chairs shall be notified by written notice 

sponsibilities are outlined in t l! e Texas Election 

within t K, e county. In the case of nominees run- 

five days in advance of all meetings excluding emer- 
gency situations. 

7. Expenditure SP Funds: Expenditure of 
funds by the Count Committee, unless otherwise 

least 51% of its members present. 

D. Senatorial District Executive Committee 

t Members and Officers: Each senatorial 
district shall have a Senatorial Disrrict Executive 
Committee, hereinafter referred to as the “District 
Committee,” to be formed as follows: 

a. In a senatorial district composed of less than 
one couney, the Precinct Chairs within the district 
shall constitute the District Committee. No later 
than the Statutory meeting of the County Commit- 
tee in January, such Precinct Chairs shall elect one 
of their number to serve as Chair of h e i r  District 
Committee. (Sec. 171.053) 

b. 
of one whole county, the County Committee sha 1 
constitute the Distnct Committee, and the County 
Chair shall be theDistrict Chair. (Sec. 171.052) 

c. For a senatorial district made up of more 
than one county or parts oi more than one county, 
that District Committee’s membership shall include 
the County Chair ofeach county wholly contained 
within that district and one District Committee 
member elected from amoa their number by each 

included in such senatorial district. The District 
Committee thus formed shall elect its own Chair. 
The District Committee member so elected by the 
group or Committee of Precinct Chairs from only 

district) shall be, and act, also, as Chair of suc 
group or  committee of Precinct Chairs. (Sec. 
171.054) 

d. A District Committee may elect such offic- 
ers, including a Secretary, and may assist in accom- 

lishing its business. An1 Democrat qualified to 
[old Party office may hol any District Committee 
office other than that of Chair. Chairs must be ei- 
ther a Precinct or Couney Chair. (The office of 
Senatorial District Executive Commictee Chair is a 
different office than Senatorial District Convention 

specified by law, s il all require the approval of at 

Y For a senatorial district composed entire1 

group of?reciinct Chairs wit a in that part of a county 

part o I a county inc 1 uded in such a mu \ ti-count i: 

C h . )  

Within 3 days after the meeting of each County 
Committee ai which District Committee meiiibm 
are elected, each County Chair shall forward to the 
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Stare Chair the names and addresses of the Dis- 
trict Committee members and of the District Chair 
selected at the meeting. (Sections 171.053(a) and 
171.054(b)) 

2. Duties: District Committees shall have 
those res onsibilities assigned by Texas statutes, 
such as filing certain vacancies in nominations for 
District Officers. (Chapter 145) 

They also shall be responsible for any duties in con- 
nection with Party activities which may be assi ned 

their own initiative, undert d e such efforts on be- 
half of the Party and its candidates which are ap- 
propriate on the district level. 

3. Other  “District Committees”: Certain 
statutory provisions occasionally may re uire spe- 

those based on state senatorial districts. The mem- 
bership of such District Committees shall be de- 
termined by the same general rules applying to the 
formation of Senatorial District Committees, ex- 
cept that the geographical boundaries used shall be 
those pertaining to the relevant district. 

4. Meetings: When a District Commirtee 
composed of more than one county or  of parts of 
more than one county must meet and organize be- 
fore it has a permanent District Chair as provided 
in these Rules, the State Chair shall designate one 
member of the District Committee to serve as Tem- 
porary Chair to call the meetiig to order and to pre  
side until the Commietee elects its own Chair. The 
permanent District Chair so elected shall serve for 
the remainder of the term of office and shall call 

by the State Committee. The may and shod f , on 

cific action by a “District Committee” ot R er than 

subsequent meetings held during that time. (Sec. 
17 1.054( I) (e)) 

E. Precinct Executive Committee 

At a meeting called by the County Chair, the Pre- 
cinct Chairs m each Commissioner precinct and each 
Justice precinct shall select one of their number to 
serve as Chair of aPrecinct Executive Committee 
for each respective Commissioner precinct and Jus- 
tice precinct. The Precinct Chairs of the election 
precincts within the Commissioner precinct or Jus- 
tice precinct shall constitute the Precinct Execu- 
tive Committee. However, if such precinct coii- 
tains fewer than three county election precincts, the 
County Executive Committee shall be the Precinct 
Executive Committee and the County Chair shall 
serve as Chair of the Committee. (Sections 
171.071, 171.072, and 171.C73) 

E 
tees 

When for any reason a vacancy occurs in an office 
requiring a special election, the a pro riate District 

for the purpose of considering the endorsement of 
a candidate for the open office. A District Com- 
mittee may endorse a candidate in a special elec- 
tion, even if more than one Democrat is seeking 
election. 

The Committee shall be composed of the same 
members who would convene to fill a statutory 
ballot vacancy for the open office. The State Char  
or the State Chair’s designee shall preside over the 
meeting and a Recording Secretary shall be elected 
by the Committee to keep and prepare minutes. 

The Chair shall provide at least 72 hours notice of 
the meeting after learning a vacancy has or shall 
occur. In no case shall a meeting be called later 
than 14 days after the actual occurrence of the va- 
cancy. 

shall 
roll call vote or si ned 

same procedure shall be utilized in voting on can- 
didates for the endorsement. 

A candidate receiving a two-thirds vote of those 
present shall become the endorsed Democratic Party 
Candidate. If no candidate receives a ma oriey vote, 

a majority or through five ballots. If no candidate 
has received a majority after the fifth ballot the low 
vote-getter will be removed from the list of eli ible 

rocedure will continue with every succeediy b+- 
rot until one candidate receives a majority. 11 a tie 
shall occur between the bottom two vote-Getters 
on or after the fifth ballot there will be a coin flip 
with the loser bein removed from the eligible list 

occur (one lasting through five ballots) between the 
top two vote- etters then the meetin shali be ad- 

Democratic Party candidate. A majority of the 
Committee can petition the State Chair to recon- 
vene the Committee at any time up to ten days prior 
to the election. 

The Committee’s endorsed candidate will receive 
the help and su port of the Democratic Party as if 

eral election. The provisions of Article III.A.12 

Additional Euties of District Commit- 

Committee shall meet on the c a K g  oft e State Chair 

is approve$ the 

balloting shall continue until one candi k, re receives 

candidates before the sixth ballot is taken an B this 

before the next ba a ot. Should an irresolvable tie 

journed and t i -  ere shall be no forma f ly endorsed 

he or she were t R e Democratic nominee in the gen- 
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allowing for removal of Party officers for failure to 
support the Democratic nominee shall not appl to 
an officeholder su porting a Democrat other t i an 
the one endorsed t K rough this process. 

craticPa~rhatalway,adatd L , rhweshallkno 

to h p u b k  lhis inclds  4 juna 
organizationsar T c;?rmlrec racog.d j%rtbepuqme~ 

ARTICLE IV 
PARTY COhWENTIONS 

It ica hukadfi~&medpec tofthe TwarDemo- 

s a x t  ballots, thereshall km fm cbarXzdfor votin and 
mdngsshallbe 

makutgnominations 

A. G n e d  Rules Governhg Party Conven- 
tions 

L Delegates to all Party Conventions shall be 
selected in accordance with state law and with these 
Party Rules and in compliance with the rules, regu- 
lations, and official directives of the previous Na- 
tional Convention and of the Democratic National 
Committee, as such directives percain to the next 
National Convention. 

2. Unit Rule: The use of the unit rule or the 
praceice of instructin delegations shall not be per- 
mitted at any level o B the Convention process. 

3. Proxies: Proxy voting shall be allowed in 
Caucuses, Conventions, and Convention Commit- 
tees only when specifically permitted by law. (Sec. 
174.068) 

Each multicounty senate district shall vote the full 
Delegate strength to which it is entitled, divided 
proportionately among the counties in attendance 
according to each county’s voting strength within 
the district. (Sec. 174.096) 

In any case, no proxies from any county shall be 
recognized at any Convention or Caucus so long as 
there is a Delegate present to cast the vote of the 
county. No person shall be permitted to hold or to 
vote a roxy for more than one county. (Sec. 

4. The current edition of Robert’s Rules ofor-  
der, Newly Revised shall govern parliamentary pro- 
cedure in all Conventions, Caucuses, and Conven- 
tion Committees, exce t where contrary rules or  

state law. 

5. Media: Representatives of the news me- 
dia shall have the right to attend all Conventions 

1 7 4 . 0 4  

procedures are specifie 8. in these Party Rules or by 

for pur oses of reporting the proceedings. (Sec. 
174.004 

ther by way of amendment or  as a substitute for a 
majonty report, provided, however, that additional 
nominations for any Party office may always be 
made fromthe floor ofthe Convention by any De!- 
e ate, except where Delegates or Party Officers are 

In case there are floor nominations to fill an office 
that is to be held by more than one person (such as 
National Committeeman or Commiueewoman or 
At-Lar e Dele ate to a higher Convention), a per- 
son mafiung a ffoor nomination shall identify both 
the floor nominee and nominee of the Nominatin 

be running. Pro ortional representation mandated 

tion or election of floor nominees. 

7. To Close Nominations: Unless otherwise 
stated in these Rules, nominations may not be 
closeduntil either no M e r  nominations are forth- 
coming from the floor or a motion to close nomina- 
tions has passed by a two-thirds vote. Such a mo- 
tion, however, shdl not be in order until “a reason- 
able time” has elapsed. 

8. Resolutions: In order to be considered at 
State Convention, a written resolution must either 
have passed at a county or  senate district conven- 
tion or have been referred favorably to the Con- 
vention by the SDEC, throu h the SDEC Resolu- 

order to be considered at the State Convention, a 
resolution must have either passed a county or sen- 
ate district convention or have been referred favor- 
ably to the Convention by the SDEC, through the 
SDEC Resolutions Committee. 

9. Petition Requirements A petition signed 
by 20% of the Delegates attending any Conven- 
tion shall automatically place a specified item of 
business on that Convention’s agenda. A petition 
to have an item placed on the State Convention 
a enda must be submitted on forms prescribed by 
t a e State Chair. The D e l e r e  siyature, badge 
number, and county must e inc uded; se arate 

to speed verification. 

e K eaed by smaller units as provided in these Rules. 

Committee against whom the floor nominee wi 4 
by other Rules s a all not be violated by the nomina- 

tions Committee. Because o 9 time constraints, in 

petition forms are required for each senate 1 .  istrict 
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10. In presidential years, all persons nominared 
for Delegate or Alternate or for any Party Commit- 
tee dealing with the Delegate selection process, shall 
make known their presidential preference or uncom- 
mitted status to the relevant assembly prior to their 
election. 

It In selecting Delegates and Alternates at all 
levels, the Nominating Committee and the Conven- 
tion itself shall make every effort to select persons 
so that the delegation as a whole shall reasonably 
reflect the political preferences (in non-presiden- 
tial years) or the presidential preference (in presi- 
dential years) and the proportion of women, young 
people, and minorities present in the district or 
state. 

12. Ex-officio Delegates: There shall be no 
automatic ex-officio Delegates included in Conven- 
tion delegations at any level except that members 
of the Democratic National Committee, Officers 
and members of the State Democratic Executive 
Committee and Democratic County Chairs shall 
serve as ex-officio voting Delegates to the State 
Convention. These ex-officio Delegates shall be 
added on as a part of their County and Senate Dis- 
trict delega~ion. The shall not be replaced with an 
Alternate In their a b sence. In years when redis- 
tricting has changed district boundaries and num- 
bers, State Democratic Executive Committee mem- 
bers shall have the option of havin their automatic 
delegate position be to either the 8 istrict in which 
they were elected or to their new geographic dis- 
trict. In redistricting ears, automatic delegates will 
inform the State Clair  of their Senate District 
choice by no later than the SDEC meeting immedi- 
ately preceding the State Convention. 

13. No person shall be ineligible to run for the 
position of Dele ate or Alternate by reason of Iiold- 

14. No Party Committee may nominate or di- 
rectly influence the selection of Convention Del- 
egates unless it has been chosen during the czlen- 
dar year of that Convention and unless due notice 
was given at the time of its selection that this would 
be one of the Committee’s functions. 

15. It shall be the duty of the Presiding Officer 
at the opening of each Convention to explain the 
rules governing that Convention and the ways in 
which Convention actions will influence important 
Party actions and decisions at subsequent Conven- 
tion levels. 

The Party Chair ;It each level also shall circulate a 

mg any public o ‘I. fice. 

concise public statement to this effect before the 
Convention. 

16. Methods of Voting: The following meth- 
ods of voting may be.used in all Conventions, Cau- 
cuses, and Convention Committees: voice vote, 
(standing) division of the house, roll call vote, teller 
vote, o r  written ballot. Uniess otherwise specified 
in these Rules, the Presiding Chair ma determine 
the voting method to be used on eac l particular 
question, exce t that on re uest of any ualified 

Chair to voice such request), a standing division 
vote must be held, and the re uese of one-fifth of 

vote. 

Secret ballots are specifically prohibited. 

17. The Rules on roll call vote shall be as fol- 
lows: in a Precinct convention the roll shall be the 
list of all qualified Party members present; in a 
County or Senatorial District Convention, the list 
of all precincts within that county or senatorial dis- 
trict; a+ in the State Convention, the list of sena- 
torial districts within rhestate. 

A motion to require a roll call vote shall take pre- 
cedence over any other item of business. 

18. Voting for the following Party Officers, if 
there be more than one nominee, shall be by roll 
call or by written ballot. A written ballot shall 
record each dele ate’s name, county, senate district 

to be voted on separately and not as a slate: Per- 
manent Chair of the State Convention, Chair of 
the State Committee, and National Committeemen 
and Committeewomen. 

19. Each unit at each Convention shall vote the 
full Delegate strength to which it is entitled, divided 
pro ortionately to the vote of its Delegates in at- 
ten B ance. (Sections 174.068 and 174.096) 

The voting strength of each count in the Senato- 

the vote of that county on the floor of the Con- 
vention. 

20. The Chair of any delegation planning to 
hold aPre-Convention Caucus which shall for all 
practical purposes have the effect of selecting Del- 
egates or I’arty Officers to represent that delega- 
tion shall give am le advance notice of the time 
and place to each B uly elected member of the del- 
egation. 

participant (w K o need not ?J e recognize 3 by the 

the qualified participants sha B require a roll call 

and delegate’s c t oice of candidate. Each Officer 

rial District or County Caucus sha Y 1 be the same as 
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21. No one shall be barred from election as a 
Delegate or Alternate to any Convention because 
of non-attendance at that or any preceding Con- 
vention, if such nominee otherwise qualifies for the 
post. 

22. At least one-third of the Delegates and one- 
third of the Alternates of any delegation elected at 
any level shall be of the sex opposite to that of the 
rest of the delegation. 

23. Any Delegate attending any Convention 
shall have the right to appear before any Conven- 
tion Committee to make recommendations, either 
orally or in writing, before the Committee takes fi- 
nal action on its report. The committee may es- 
tablish by majority vote reasonable time limits for 
such presentations and shall allot equal time to all 
wishingto appear. 

24. The specific time and place for each State 
Convention Committee to meet shall be established 
in advance of the Convention. This information 
shall be printed in the appropriate place in the offi- 
cial Convention program distributed to delegates 
prior to the opening of the Convention. 

25. 

be empowered to charge a nominal fee, which is to 
be no greater than the unit cost of printing and 
postage, for any materials required by these Rules 
to be provided to interested persons on request. 

26. A copy of all standing Party Rules which 
ertain to the conduct of the State Convention shall 

%e printed in the official program of such Conven- 
tior! to be distributed to each Delegate during reg- 
istration. 

27. The respective districts from which the 
members of Party Committees and Convention 

The State Chair, any Permanent Standin 
Committees, or any duly elected Party Officer sh a i  

ing 

be,the same as the 
the Primary and 
Year. 

28. The succession of Alternate to Delegate 
status at National Conventions shall be governed 
by the following rules: 

a. A vacant Alternate position shall be filled 
by the Texas Delegation. The replacement shall be 
of the same political preference (in non-presiden- 
tial years) or of the same presidential preference 

(in presidential years hall be from Texas, and oth- 

b. A Delegate who is to be absent or resigns 
may select from among the Alternates elected by 
the State Convention from which the Delegate was 
elected, that particular Alternate of the same po- 
litical preference (in non-presidential years or of 

years), if possible, who shall assume Delegate sta- 

c .  When the Alternate is selected by the Del- 
egate, the date for determining that the Dele ate 

be their preferences as of the date when the Del- 
egate selects an Alternate. 

29. Any incumbent Stare Chair, Vice Chair, 
member of the State or National Committee, 
Coun Chair, or Senatorial District Chair, or Demo- 

tend any Democratic Convention governed by these 
Rules, at any level, without being a Delegate or Al- 
ternate, and may exercise all floor privileges, ex- 
cept voting. These floor privileges shall include 
speakin on any question and serving as a Conven- 

erwise shall be eligi is le to serve as a Delegate. 

the same presidential preference (in presi d entia1 

and the Alternate have the same preference s a all 

cratic x older of any state or federal office, may at- 

tion 0 8. icer. (Sec. 174.097) 

m. 

30. Each participant 
votes equal to the 

date; c.) three votes for a single candidate. Only a 
full vote may be cast, fractions of a vote are pro- 
hibited. Persons receiving the hi hest number of 
votes shall be the Delegates electe 3 by that caucus. 

B. Precinct Conventions 

I Time and Place: A Precinct Convention 
shall be held in each election precinct on the day 
of the Primary Election. No later than its statu- 
tory meeting in January, the County Committee or, 
on its failure to act, the County Chair, shall set the 
time for convening Precinct Conventions at  7:15 
p.m~ At the same meetin the County Committee 

tion to be the polling place for that precinct. If the 
polling lace is not considered lap e enough for the 

mittee may select an alternate place which is lo- 
cated centrally and is easily accessible to the pub- 
lic. The time, date, place, and purpose of this statu- 

shall determine the place s or the Precinct Convec- 

expeae 5; number of participants, t a e County Com- 
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tory meetin of rhe County Committee shall be pub  
licized in ajvance. (Sec. 174.022) 

At least 10 days before the Precinct Convention, 
the County Chair shall post the time, date, place, 
and purpose of the Precinct Conventions within 
the county on a bulletin board at the County Court- 
house and shall file a copy in the County’Clerk’s 
office, where it shall be open to public inspection. 
(Sec. 174.023) 

Precinct Chairs shall be funher responsible for p u b  
licking the time, place, and purpose of their re- 
s ective Conventions, including posting the time, 
&,e, place, and purpose of the Convention at the 
polling place on election day. 

2. Eligibility to Participate: An qualified 
Democratic voter 18 years of a e or oi d er who re- 
sides in the recinct where the 8 onvention will be 
held and w R o votes in the Democratic Primary, 

attend, to  participate in, and to be a candi i ate for 
whether absentee or in person, shall be eli ible to 

any Party Office or  for any Delegate or Alternate 
position to be filled at that Convention. 

3. Order  of Business: The order of busi- 
ness at Precinct Conventions shall be as follows: 

a. Call to Order by the Precinct Chair or, in 
the Chair’s absence, by any qualified participant. 

b. Preparation by the Precinct Chair of the 
Tempoy.Rol1 of the Convention. This shall be a 
iist of qua ified participants who are present, in- 
cluding their residence addresses with city or town. 
Persons arriving after the list of participanrs is com- 
pleted and who are o:herwise qualified to artici- 

may participate in proceedings subsequent to their 
arnval. Such persons, however, may not vote on 
matters previously voted upon or on which a vote 
has been called for by the Chair. Their political 
preference shall not cause a chan e in the propor- 

announced at the time calling for the election of 
Delegates and Alternates in the Order of Business 
prescribed by the Rules. 

c. Election from among those present of a 
Permanent Convention Chair, a Secretary, andsuch 
other Officers necessary to conduct the business 
of the Convention. 

d. Election of Delegates and Alternates to the 
County or Senatorial District Conventions. 

pate shall have their names entered on the E! 1st and 

tlonal allocation of Delegates if t a e same has been 

e. 
resolutions, erc. 

Other Business: Committee reports, if any, 

Adjournment. 

4. Duties of Convention Officers: The Per- 
manent Chair shall preside over the Convention 
immediately upon bemg elecred and shall be respon- 
sible for appointing any Convention Committees 
as the Chair deems necessary or as directed by the 
Convention. The Chair also shall be res onsible 
for ensuring that an accuiaee written recorlof Con- 
vention proceedings is kept, including the list of 
persons present and a list of Delegates and Alter- 
nates elected to the County or Senatorial District 
Convention. The lists shall include residence ad- 
dresses and cities or towns. (Sec. 174.027) 

The record and a copy shall be signed officially by 
the Permanent Convention Chair, sealed, and trans- 
mitted safely in person, no later than rhe third day 
after the Convention, or by certified return receipt 
mail, no later than the second day after the Con- 
vention, by the Permanent Chair to the County Chair 
or Democratic County Executive Committee Sec- 
retary, who shall keep a copy at the County Clerk‘s 
office for public inspection on  request. (Sec. 
174.027) 

5. Election of Delegates and Alternates 

a. Ap o r t i o m e n k  Each Precinct Conven- 

major fraction thereof, cast in the precinct for the 
Democratic candidate for Governor in the last Gen- 
eral Election, with each precinct entitled to at least 
one Delegate. 

If boundaries of an election precinct within a 
county were changed after the last General Elec- 
tion, however, the County Committee shall deter- 
mine the allocation of Dele ates to such precinct(s), 

Each Precinct Convention shall elect one Alternate 
for each Delegate. 

b. Qualifications: The qualifications for Del- 
egates and Alternates shall be the same as those 
required for participation in the Convention, except 
that a person otherwise qualified need not be present 
at the Convention to be elected a Delegate or  Al- 
ternate. 

6. Delegation Chair: The Precinct Conven- 
tion either shall elect a Dele ation Chair or shall 

tion shall e P ect one Delegate for each 25 votes, or 

using any fair and reasonab ? e method. 

assign this responsibility tot a e delegation, either 
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by action or inaction. 

7. Election Procedure in Presidential 
Years: In presidential years, as all qualified par- 
ticipants enter their names, residence addresses, and 
cities or towns u on the Temporary Roll of the Con- 

preference or uncommitted status. 

When it is time in the Order of Business to elect 
Delegates and Alternates to the County or Senato- 
rial District Convention, the procedure shall be as 
follows: 

The Convention Chair shall announce the number 
of eligible votin members on the roll, the number 

titled to elect, and the number and percent of each 
residential preference or  uncommitted status re- 

iected on the roll. 

O n  the basis of such determination, those prefer- 
ring each presidential candidate and those who are 
uncommitted shall caucus separately to elect the 
same proportion of County Convention Delegates 
and Alternates as their group represents at the Pre- 
cinct convention. Persons in a group comprisin 

to the caucus of their second choice. 

The percentages then will be refigured, if neces- 
sary, and the new figures shall be used to allocate 
positions by preference. 

Method of Voting: Within each Caucus, partici- 
pants may nominate themselves or any other par- 
trcipant in that Caucus for the position of Dele ate. 

Caucus until a motion is made, seconded, and 
passed by a two-thirds majority to close nomina- 
tions. 

Each participant may cast a number of votes equal 
to the number of Delegates allocated to such Cau- 
cus. Persons receiving the hi hest number of votes 

same number of nominees next highest in the vot- 
ing shall be the Alternates. 

The election of the entire body of Delegates and 
Alternates chosen b the respective Caucuses in this 
manner then shall l e  ratified by majority vote of 
the Precinct Convention. 

8. Election Procedure in Non-Presidential 
Years: When it is time in the Order of Business 
to elect Delegates and Alternates to the County or 

vention, they a P so shall indicate their presidential 

of Delegates an 3 Alternates the Convention is en- 

entitlement to less than one Delegate may procee 2 

Nominations shall be open from the floor o f the 

shall be the Delegates electe I by the Caucus. The 

Senatorial District Convention, the procedure shall 
be as follows: 

The Precinct Convention Chair shall announce the 
number of eli ible voting members on the roll and 

to elect. 

The Chair then shall announce that any individual 
or group present may submit a written etition to 

pants at the Convention to sign it. Participants may 
sign only one such petition. 

The Convention Chair should attach copies of all 
signed petitions to the Minutes of the Convention. 

Those present who sign each etitiori [hen shall be 

portionate share of the total number of Delegates 
and an equal number of Alternates. 

If no petitions be submitted, all Deiegates and Al- 
ternates shall be elected at-large by majority vote. 

If one or more petitions be offered, the procedures 
shall be as follows: 

The Chair shall announce the number and percent- 
age of participants who signed each petition aiid 
the roportionate share of Delegates and Alternates 
eac K group is entitled to elect. 

Persons in a roup comprising entitlement to less 

their second choice. 

Within each Caucus, partici ants may nominate 

osition of Delegate. Nominations shall be open 
!om the floor of the Caucus until a motion is made, 
seconded, and passed by a two-thirds majority to  
close nominations. 

A person otherwise uaiified need not be present 

Each pacicipant may cast a number of votes equal 
to the number of Delegates allocated to such Cau- 
cus. Persons receiving the hi hest number of votes 

same number of nominees next highest in the vot- 
ing shall be the Alternates. 

Participants who do not sign a petition shall be al- 
lowed to caucus as a group to elect their propor- 
tionate share of the total delegation. Any remain- 

the number o P Delegates the Convention is entitled 

caucus, explain it briefly, and permit ot K cr partici- 

permitted to caucus separate P y to elect their pm- 

than one De B egate may proceed eo the Caucus of 

themselves or m y  other qua I; ified person for the 

at the Convention to B e elected a Delegate. 

shall be the Delegates electe IH by that Caucus. The 

FEC4763-TDPJ 14 



. .  

.. . , ... 
- 

ing Delegates and Alternates shall be elected at large 
by majority vote. 

The above procedure shall be followed except un- 
der the circumstances described below: 

a. If the Convention be entitled to elect only 
one Dele ate and one Alternate, they shall be 

b. If none of the Caucuses be entitled to at 
least one Delegate and Caucuses do not wish to 
combine to increase their strength, all of the Del- 
egates and Alternates shall be elected by at-large 
majority vote. 

c. If in the jud ment of the Convention Chair 

requirements of these Rules, the Chair may re uest 
any Caucus to reconvene for the pu ose of acziev- 

for anyone to be elected as an at-lar e Dele ate or  
Alternate so that balance is achieveiin the 8elega- 
tion as a whole. A Convencion Chair who takes 
such action must specify the appiicable Rules on 
which this decision is based. 

The election of the entire body of Delegates and 
Alternates chosen in the manners described above 
then shall be ratified by majority vote of the Pre- 
cinct Convention. 

C County Conventions 

1. Time and Place: A County Convention 
shall be held on the third Saturday after the First 
Primary in each county wholly containedwithin a 
senatorial district. Ir shall be held at a time and 
place set by the Coun Committee at its statutory 
meeting in January. 8 e  place s h d  be mil acces- 
sible to the public and shall be large enougg to ac- 
commodate all participants. The Convention shall 
he publicized in the same manner prescribed by 
Party Rules for Precinct Conventions. (Art. IV.B.l) 
(Sec. 174.063) 

2. Eligibility to Partici ate: The County 
Convention shall be compose s of all Delegates (or 
their Alternates who assumed Delegate status) in 
attendance who were duly elected at their res ec- 
tive Precinct Conventions within the county. P Sec. 
174.02 1) 

The County Chair shall deliver the lists of all such 
Delegates and Alternates to the County Conven- 
tion, and these lists shall constitute the Temporary 
Roll. Only those Delegates listed thereon or their 

elected at- Y arge by majority vote. 

the composirion o B the delegation fails to meet the 

ing balance or may suggest addition 3 qualifications . .  

Alternates who assume Delegate status may vote 
on the temporary organization of the Convention. 
Proxy votingshall not be permitted. (Sec. 174.068) 

3. Committees: Convention Committees 
shall be the Cornmitrees on Credentials, Nomina- 
tions, Platform and Resohions, and Rules and Pro- 
cedures. Forthose Conventionswith thi or more 
possible delegates, each committee s h x b e  com- 
posed of between 8 and 15 members elected from 
among the Delegates to the County Convention by 
the County Committee at its statuto 
the county seat on the first Friday a er the First 

. For those conventions with less than thirty 

posed of between 4 and 15 members elected from 
among the Delegates to the County Convention by 
the County Committee at its statuto 
the county seat on the first Friday a er the First 
P*. 
4. Order of Business: The order of busi- 
ness at County Conventions shall be as follows: 

a. Call to Order by the County Chair, or, if 
absent, b any Dele ate to the Convention present, 

Convention Chair. 
(Sec. 174.065) 

b. Establishment of Temporary Roll of Del- 
egates. 

c. Repon of Credentials Committee. The cre- 
dentials repore shall include recommendations re- 
arding challenges of Delegates or delegations, shall 

l e  considered according to the Rules in Article V, 
and shall be acted upon before other business is 
considered. 

d. Report of the Rules Committee and action 
on its report. 

e. Election from among those present of a 
Permanent Convention Chair, a Permanent Secre- 
tary, and other Officers necessary t~ conduct Con- 
vention business. (Sec. 174.069) 

E Eleczbn of Delegatesand Alternates to the 
State Convention. 

Other Business: Committee reports, reso- 
Lions,  etc. 

h. Adjournment. 

5. Duties of Convention Qfficers: The Of- 
ficers of the County Convention shall have the same 

z meeting in 

pnm;yr possib e Delegates, each committee shall be com- 

x in 

who sh d s ;  1 serve as empoiary ' 
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duties ;is those of the Precinct Convention, except 
for disposition of Convention records, which shall 
be as follows: The Permanent Chair shall make out 
in duplicate a certified list, si ned by the Perma- 

nates to the State Convention and of all resolu- 
tions adopted by the Convention. Within five days 
after the Convention, the Chair shall forward these 
sealed documents by registered or certified letter 
to the Democratic State Chair prior to any State 
Convention. (Sec. 174.069) 

6. Election of Delegates and Alternates 

a. AppOrTiOflment The ratio for the selec- 
tion of Delegates to the State Convention shall be 
one Delegate for each 300 votes or major fraction 
thereof cast in the county for the Pany’s candidate 
for Governor in the last General Election. Each 
Coun or Senatorial District Convention, however, 

to the State Convention. 

Each County and Senatorial District Convention 
shall elect one Alternate for each Delegate. 

b. Qualifications for Delegates to the State 
Convention shall be the sane as those for Delegates 
from the Precinct Conventions. 

7. Dele ation Chair: The County Conven- 

assign this responsibility tot  e delegation, either 
by action or inaction. 

8. Election Procedure in Presidential and 
in Non-Presidential Years: The order of busi- 
ness for each County or Senatorial District Con- 
vention shall include a rovision allocating to each 

Alternate for each full 300 votes cast in the pre- 
cinct for the Democratic nominee for Governor in 
the last General Gubernatorial Election. 

At its statutory meeting in Janua the County or 
Senatorial District Committee s h z  group together 
precincts which cast fewer than 300 votes so that 
those precincts shall caucus to elect one Delegate 
andone Alternate for those 300 votes. These roup 
ings shall be made on the basis of geognphicafprox- 
imity and demogra hic similarity, insofar as os 

thereto as possible. No recincts shall be divided 

in the county, or if all such precincts combined do 
not total a full 300 votes, such precinct(s) shall be 
assigned to another precinct for caucusing purposes 

nent Chair and Secretary, of % elegates and Alter- 

shall e ’r ect at least one Delegate and one Alternate 

a cion either s a all elect a Dele ation Chair or shall 

precinct the right to e P ect one Delegate and one 

sible and shall tota P a full 300 votes and as c Y -  ose 

in the grouping. If there \ e only one such precinct 

by the County Committee at the January meeting. 

When it is time in the Order of Business to elect 
Delegates and Alternates to the State Convention, 
the precincts or grouped precincts shall caucus and 
make nominations within their respective caucuses 
according to the following procedures: 

Within each caucus, articipants may nominate 

position of Delegate. 

Each Delegate present shall vote fgi one nominee. 
Those nominees equal to the number of Delegates 
allotted to that recincc or group of precincts who 

precinct recommendations for Dele ates to the State 

highest in the voting shdI be the recommendations 
for Alternates to the State Convention. 

These nominations shall be forwarded immediately 
to the Convention Committee on Nominations and 
shall be included in the list of Delegates and Alter- 
nates to the State Convention. The Nominations 
Committee shall select other nominees for At-Large 
Delegates and Alternates to bring the total to the 
full number authorized for the county. Following 
any additional nominations for Ae-Lar e Delegates 

the Nominations Committee report, the Zonven- 
tion as awhole shall ratify the election of Delegates 
and Alternates recommended by the precincts and 
shall elea the At-Lzrge Delegates and Alternates 
needed to complete the delegation. 

At the Count or Senatorial District Conventions, 
precincts sha r 1 elect their Delegates in accordance 
with Party Rules, and At-Large Delegates shall be 
selected by the Convention according to the fol- 
lowing procedure: 

a. Either awritten poll of Delegates or a roll 
call poll of the Convention shall be conducted to 
determine political preferences. The method to be 
used shall be determined by the County or Senato- 
rial District committee in advance of the Conven- 
tion or, if it fails to act, by the Permanent Conven- 
tion Chair. The written poll of Delegates may be 
either b ballot or by sign-in sheet on forms pre- 

mittee. These forms shall require the signature of 
each Delegate, attesting to the Delegate’s political 
preference (in non-presidential years) or presiden- 
tial preference or uncommitted status (in presiden- 
tial years). No Delegate may si n more tkan once. 

themselves or  any ot K er qualified person for the 

receive the hig R est number of votes shall be the 

Convention. The 3ame number o f ’  nominees next 

which may be made from the floor 5u i se uent to 

scribed i y the County or Senatorial District com- 

Final establishment of the pol f .  , either by roll call 
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or in writing, shall be the first order of business 
immediately following the election of Permanent 
Convention Officers and before the Convention 
conducts any other business. 

one penon for each 
Chair then shall 
the Convention by number and percentages of votes 
received by each olitical or presidential preference. 

manent records of the Convention and shall be re- 
ported as art of the minutes. The poll records, 

shall be retained by the County or Senatorial Dis- 
trict Chair as art of the official files of the Con- 

be open to public inspection at reasonable hours 
upon request. 

c. Any written formsused in conductingsuch 
poll, or the announced method of polling, if by roll 
call poll, shall include all known political prefer- 
ences (ii non-presidential years) or presidential pre6 
erences and uncommitted status (in presidential 
years) of Delegates, but shall not limit the right of 
any Delegate or group of Delegates to indicate their 
political preference in any manner which they 
choose. 

d. Poll results shall be used by the Nomina- 
tions Committee and by the Convention as a whole 
as the basis for nominating and for electing At-Large 
Delegates so as to ensure the fairest possible re re 

within the total delegation, without disturbin the 

be the lowest allowed by the National Committee 
(which at present is 1FPo/o). 

A person nominated for Alternate by a Precinct 
Caucus shall be eligible for election as an At-Large 
Delegzte. When the Nominations Committee se- 
lects an Alternate from a Precinct Caucus to serve 
instead as an At-Large Delegate, the Nominations 
Committee shall declare such Alternate position 
vacant and shall fill it as if it were an At-Large Al- 
ternate position. 

In the . a e  of a tie vote for either Dele ate or AI- 

mined by lot or chance. 

9. Succession of Alternates to Delegate 
Status: At the County Convention the succession 

The tabulation t K en shall be written into the per- 

including t P le ballots, sign-in sheets, or roll call poll, 

vention for at P east six months. Such records shall 

senration of the Convention participants as a w  f -  ole 

Precinct Caucus election results. The threshol B will 

ternate. the Delegate or Alternate sha K be deter- 

of Alternates to Delegate status shall be governed 
by the following provisions: 

a. A Delegate who is to be absent or  resigns 
may select from among the Alternates of the pre- 
cinct from which the Delegate was elected, the par- 

(in non-presideixial 
, or the same presidential prefer- 

ears), if possible, who shall 

b. If a Delegate is unable to or fails to select 
the Alternate to assume Delegate status, the del- 
e tion shall select from amon the Alternates from 

the particular Alternate of the same political pref- 
erence (in non-presidential years), if possible, o r  
of the same presidential preference (in presidential 
years), if possible, who shall take the Delegate’s 
place. 

t 8 “ .  e precinct from which the % elegate was elected, 

c. 
filled. 

A vacant Alternate position shall not be 

d. When the Alternate is selected by the Bel- 
egate, the date for determining that the Dele ate 

be their preference as of the date when the Del- 
egate selects an Alternate. 

D. Senatorial District Conventions 

1. Conditions for Holding 

a. When parts of one county belong, to more 
than one senatorial district, there shall be held-in 
lieu of a County Convention-a Senatorial District 
Convention in and for each art o€ the county fall- 
ing into a different senatoriaydistrict. 

b. However, any county containing portions 
of two or more senatorial districts may elect to com- 
bine the Senatorial Disxrict Conventions of two or 
more adjoining senatorial districts into a single 
Coun or sub-county “Regional” Convention rc- 

not be composed of more than 2,500 Delegztes. 
The Precinct Chairs in each senatorial district in- 
volved must by majority vote adopt a resolution to 
hold such Convention at a meeting for which 30 
days prior notice has been mailed to all members 
of the County committee. 

Any such Convention [referred to in foregoing para- 
graph b above] shall: 

(I.) Elect Convention Committees proportion- 

and the Alternate have the same preferences s a all 

vided, x owever, that the resulting Conventions R all 
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ate!y representative of each senatorial district in 
attendance; 

(2.) . Group precincts solely wiihin senatorial 
districts; 

f".) 
Elect At-Large Delegates and Alternates 

rom each senatorial district in such manner as to 
insure that each senatorial district receives its pro- 
portionate number of Del ates and Alternates and 

litical preference (in non-presidential years) or the 
presidential preference (in presidential years) of that 
senatorial district; 

(4.) Allow only members of a senatorial district 
to make nominations and vote on election of At- 
Large Delegates and Alternates from that senato- 
rial district on the floor of the Convention. 

2. Time and Place: Each Senatorial District 
Convention shall be held on the third Saturday fol- 
lowing the First Primary in a lace easily accessible 

participants. 

At the statutory meeting of the County Committee 
in January, the Precinct Chairs for the election pre- 
cincts which will select Delegates to each Senato- 
rial District Convention or, on their failure 10 act, 
the Temporary Chair of the Convention, shall de- 
termine the exact time and place where each re- 
spective Senatorial District Convention shall be 
held. Each Temporary Chair s ' d l  ost such order 

file notice with the County Clerk at least 10 days 
before the Convention. Should any Temporary 
Chair fail to post order and to file notice, any mem- 
ber of the County Committee entitled to partici- 
pate in the decision may post and file suck notice. 
Should more than one do so, the first posting and 
filing in point of time shall prevail. (Sec.174.064) 

3. Temporary Chair: The Senatorial District 
Committee member not to be confused with the 

shall be the Temporary Chair of the Senatorial dis- 
trict Convention for a part of a county which is 
joined with another territory in a senatorial district. 
The Chair of the District Committee shall be the 
Tempomy Chair in a district composed of only part 
of one county. 

4. Qther Rules of Senatorial District Con- 
ventions: In all other respects, Senatorial District 
Conventions shall be conducted in the same man- 
ner described for County Conventions in these Rules 

that such Delegates and A T ternates reflect the po- 

to the public and large enoug R to accommodate all 

on the bulletin board at the County e ourthouse and 

State Committee mem b er for the senatorial district) 

(Art. N.C), except that functions pedcrmedby the 
County Committee or County Chair for the County 
Convention shall be performed by the Senatorial 
District Comrittee or Senatorial District Chair for 
the Senatorial District Convention. 

E. C O I l V e I l ' h l  

I T h e  and Place: The Texas Democratic 
Party shall hold its State Convention in June of 
even-numbered years. The time for convenin the 
State Convention and the date and place sh 3 1 be 
seIected by the State Committee at les t  three years 
in advance so as to maximize participation. The 
State Committee shall decide the time, date, and 
place no later than the 59th day before the primary. 
No later than the day of the pnmary, the State Chair 
shall file notice of the time, date, and place with 

of State and shall mail a co y to all 
?::::yk?Senatorial District Chairs. Jections 
174.092 and 174.093) 

The notice of the Convention mailed to County 
and Senatorial District Chairs shall include a cop 
of the Party Rules, of any supplemend rules w h c  
may apply, and of the proposed Convention agenda. 

2. Eligibili to Participate: The State 

elected from Coun and Senatorial District Con- 

National Committee, Officers and members of the 
State Democratic Executive Committee, and 
Democmtic County Chairs shall serve as e x - o f f i ~ ~ ~  
voting Delegates to the State Convention. 

3. P:: oses: The purpose of the State Con- 
vention sh 3 1 be tc elect a State party Chair, First 
Vice Chair, Vice Chair for Financial Affairs, Secre- 
tary, and Treasurer; to elect the 62 members of the 
State committee from their respective senatorial 
districts; to adopt a platform which eimbodies the 
basic principles of the Democratic Party and which 
sets forth its positions on current issues of state- 
wide significance for the November General Elec- 
tion; to announce the nominations for Governor 
and other state offices; and to attend to any other 
appropriate business. 

Additionally, in presidential years the Convention 
shall elect Delegates and Alternates to the Party's 
National Convention; elect the Party's official nomi- 
nees from Texas for the Deniocratic National Com- 
mittee (such nominees shall be elected formally by 
the National Convention in accordance with Na- 
tional Committee Rules); and select the official slate 
of Presidential Electors. 

ifl 

Convention shai 7 be composed of Delegates duly 

ventions. Addition 3 ly, members ofthe Democratic 
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4. Officers and Committees 

a. Temporary Officers: The State Chair may 
designate such Temporary Officers and Assistants 
deemed necessary to plan, to arrange, and to con- 
duct the necessary work of the Convention until 
Permanent Officers are elected. These a pointees 
shall have thoseduties which are assigne B :  to them. 

b. Permanent Officers: The Permanent Of- 
ficers ofthe Convention shall be a Chair, Vice Chair, 
Secretary, and Parliamentarian. The Convention 
may elect such additional Permanent Officers as 
the State Committee may recommend to carryon 
Convention business. 

The State Committee shall, by majority vote, nomi- 
nate a Permanent Chair, a Permanent Vice Chair 
of the opposite sex, a Permanent Secretary, and a 
Parliamentarian at least one month before the State 
Convention. Additional nominations accompanied 
by a petition si ned by at least one percent: of the 

accepted from the floor of the State Convention 
from any Delegate. N o  Dele ate may sign more 

The Permanent Officers of the Convention shall 
be elected by a majority of the State Convention 
Delegates. Each Permanent Officer shall be voted 
on separately and not as part of a slate. 

A Temporary Cre entials Committee composed of 
15 members shall be appointed by the State Chair, 
who also shall ap oint the Committee Cb.air. Its 

to the credentials o individual 
ations to the State Convention 
e State Committee, which shall 

establish i e  Tern rary roll of the Conventim. This 
written report a p" so shall be submitted to the Per- 
manent Credentials Committee of the State Con- 
vention to expedite the latter's work and #to avoid 
undue delays in the orderly progress of the Con- 
vention. 

The State Chair shall ensure that the Temporary 
Credentials Committee is broadly represeritarive of 
the state's population in terms of geo raphy age 

sion. 

d. Permanent Committees: The Pcnnanent 
Committees of the State Convention shall be those 
on Credentials, Nominations, Platform, Resolu- 

duly elected De 'i egates to the Convention shali be 

than one nominating petition B or any given office. 

Credentials Commiriee: TemporaT ' 

C. 

duties shall be to R old such preliminary meetings 
it deems necessary tofather facts 

sex, ethnic identity, race, and philosop 8 . ;  I C . ~  persua ' .  : 

tions, and Rules. In presidential years, there shali 
also be the Committee to Nominate At-Large Del- 
egates to the National Cocvention and the Com- 
mittee eo Nominate Presidential Electors. Each Per- 
manent Committee except Credentials shall be com- 
posed of 34 members, one member to be elected 
to each Committee by each Senatorial District Cau- 
cus and three members to be a pointed by the Per- 
manent Convention Chair. Trl e Permanent Com- 
mittee on Credentials shall consist of 31 members 
elected b each of their Senatorial District Cau- 

appointed by the Permanent Convention Chair. 

The Permanent Convention Chair shall designate 
one member of each Fermanene Committee to be 
Temporary Chair. The Temporary Credentials Com- 
mittee Chair shall serve as an ex-officio member of 
the Permanent Credentials Committee but shall not 
vote unless that person be one of the members 
elected by a Caucus or one of the two officers ap- 
pointed by the State Chair. 

The first order of business of each Permanent Com- 
mittee shall be to elect a Permanent Chair and a 
Permanent Secretary froni among its membership. 

The duties of the Permanent Committees shall be 
as follows: 

The Permanent Committee on Credentials shall 
make recommendations to the Convention as to the 
final resolution of all challenges regarding the cre- 
dentials of Delegates to the State Convention. 

The Nominations Committee shall nominate the 
Officers of the State Committee and the State Com- 
mittee members recommended by ih& respective 
Senatorial District Caucuses. 

The Committee on Platform shall write and rec- 
ommend to  the Convention a Party platform for 
the November General Election. 

The Committee on Resolutions shall consider and 
recommend all resolutions submitted to the Con- 
vention, other than those within the proper 
jurisdiction of the Platform Committee. 

The Committee on Rules shall consider and rec- 
ommend any proposed amendments to the perma- 
nent Part Rules and shall assist the Convention 
Chair an Parliamentarian, at their re uest, in in- 
terpretingthe applicability of these Ru es to ques- 
tions of organization and procedure at the 
Convention. 

cuses an J of the Permanent Chair and Secretary 

f c r '  
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The duties of the two 
committees shall be t 
assigned by State or 

5. Order  of Business: The order .of busi- 
ness at the State Convention shall be as follows: 

Call to Order by the State Chair, followcdby the 
presentation of colors, the national and state an- 
thems, and the invocation. (Sec. 174.094) 

State Committee Report on the Temporar). Roll. 

State Chair calls for Senatorial District C:aucuses 
each to elect one member to thePermanerrr Com- 
mittee on Credentials, announces the Chair’s ap- 

ointment of a Permanent Chair and a Secretary 
For such Committee, and asks all Comminee mem- 
bers to proceed to the place assigned for a meeting 
immediately following their election by a Caucus. 
The Permanent Credentials Committee shdl be in 
its deliberations one hour after the Chair calls f or 
Senatorial District Caucuses to meet, or as soon 
thereafter as a quorum is established. Members 
arriving after the Committee has made a decision 
on any given challenge may not vote on a motion 
to reconsider, but may vote and debate on all other 
motions made subsequent to their arrival. 

year nonii,nations 
by their titles or 

State Chair introduces the Temporary OKicers of 
the State Convention and turns over the vavei to 
the Temporary Chair, if different from t ie  State 
Chair. 

0 eningceremonies: Remarks of Temporary 
Clair, Welcome Address, etc., and s p e e c h  by in- 
vited dignitaries. 

Re ort of the Permanent Credentials Committee 
an B action on report. 

Report from the State Committee on its nomina- 
tion for Permanent Convention Chair, foilowed by 
nominations from the floor. 

Election of Permanent Convention Chair. 
Permanent Chair assumes duties and calls for Sena- 
torial District Caucuses to meet and elect members 
of all Permanent Committees except Credentials 
and one State Committeeman and one %ate Com- 
mitteewoman from each senatorial district:. 

In presidential ears, Caucuses also meet to elect 

National Convention which each Caucus is entitled 
to elect, and to nominate one candidate f i x  Presi- 
dential Elector from Caucuses entitled t’o do so 

the number o 7 Delegates and Alternates to the 

under these Party Rules. 

Permanent Chair announces the Chair’s appoint- 
ment of temporary Chairs and of three members to 
each Permanent Committee except Credentials and 
announces that the Committees will meet at their 
respective locations the foilowing morning at 8 a.m. 

Permanent Chair further announces that the con- 
vention will recess until the following morning so 
that thePermanent Convention Committees may 
transact their business. 

Senatorial District Caucuses deliver written report 
on the resu!ts of their Caucuses to the Permanent 
Chair by 8 a.m. the following morning. 

Convention reconvenes on the second day of the 
Convention. Permanent Chair calls the Conven- 
tion back to order. 

Report from the State Committee en its nomina- 
tions for Permanent Officers of the Convention 
(other than Permanent Chair), followed by nomi- 
nations from the floor. 

Election of Permanent Officers (other than Per- 
manent Chair). 

Report of Rules Committee and action on report. 

Report of Nominations Committee, and action on 
report, including the Committee’s nominations for 
State Party Officers and for State Committee mem- 
bers recommended by their respective Senatorial 
District Caucuses and, in presidential years, the 
Committee’s recommendations for National Com- 
mittee members. 

Permanent Chair reads list of Senatorial District 
nominees to State Committee, followed by formal 
vote of ratification by Convention. 

In presidential years, the following shall occur at 
this point in the order of business: 

a. Permanent Chair reads list of all National 
Convention Delegates and Alternates elected by 
Senatorial District Caucuses. 

b. Report of Committee to Nominate Presi- 
dentiai Electors and acrion on report. 

c.  Report of Committee to Nominate At- 
Large Delegates and action on report. 

Report of Platform Committee and action on 
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re port. 

Report of Kcsolutions Committee and action on 
report. 

Announcements and further business. 

Adjournment. 

6.  Election of Delegates and Alt~eiinates to 
the National Convention 

The election of Dele ates and Alternates to the 

Delegate Selection Plan adopted by the State Com- 
mittee and ap roved by the National Committee 

7. Election of National Comcniitteernen 
and Committeewomen 

At the State Convention held inpresideritial ears, 

nominees to the Democratic National Committee 
(DNC). The number of these members  hall be set 
by the DNC, and their election shall be subject to 
formal ratification by the National Cowention, as 
provided by the Rules of the National Committee. 

a. Qualifications: The qualifications 
for National Committeemen andNatioxd Commit- 
teewomen shall be the same as those preicribed for 
Party membership in Article II.B of these Rules. 

b. Pledge of Support. The National Com- 
initteemen and Committeewornen musx deciare af- 
firmatively in favor of the Part 's nominees for 
President and Vice President witiin one month af- 
ter the National Convention, or they shall be sub- 
ject to removal from office by the NwLonal Corn. 
mittee. 

c. Term and Vacancies: The term of office 
for National Committee members shall begin im- 
mediad following the National Convention whkh 

the National Committee if an Ofiicer be elected to 
fill an unex ired term. The regular fc,u.r-.year term 

held subsequent to the election of such officers or 
until their successors are elected and qualified. 

Any vacancy in these offices which (occurs after a 
National Convention and before the 1xxt presiden- 
tial State Convention shall be fil!,ed pxomptly by a 
majority of the State Committee, provided that 
members receive written notice at least 30 days 

National Conventions i all begoverned by the Texas 

for that presi B ential year. 

the Convention sM1 elect by majority vote the 5 exas 

ratifies 1 K .  ear selection or following rariification by 

shall exten B through the first Nationail Convenrion 

before the meeting at which the election will be 
held. Any member of the State Committee may 
nominate a candidate for the vacant office. 

National C o r n i t t e e  Members: In presidentia 9 d. 

years, the Nominations Committee shall consider 
all recommendations made to it b Convention 
Dele tes and all nominations made E: y Committee 

Commietee's report to the Convention may include 
more than one nomination for any position on the 
National Committee. 

After the Nominations Committee presents its re- 
port to the Convention, minority r e p m  which com- 
ly with Party Ruks shall be resented, followed 

vention floor. The Convention as a whole then shall 
elect each of its National Committee members by 
majority vote. 

8. Election of Presidentid Elector Candi- 
dates 

At its State Convention, in Presidential years, the 
Part shall nominate as many Presidential Elector 

U.S. Representatives to which the state legally is 
entitled at that time. 

a. Qualifications: The qualifications for 
Presidential Elector CandidaEeS shall be the same 
as those prescribed for membership in the Demo- 
cratic Parry in An. 1I.B of these Rules. Legally, 
however, a Presidential Elecror may riot bea mem- 
ber of the United States Congress or anyone who 
"holds m y  office of profit or trust." (Sec. 192.002) 

b. Duties: The duties of Presidential Elec- 
tors shall be to meet in the Capitol Building at Aus- 
tin on the first Monday after the second Wednes- 

in December following their election or at such 

United States, making such return thereof as is re- 
quired by federal law. 

c. Election Procedure: Presidential. Elector 
candidates shall be chosen in the following man- 
ner: 

Each Senatorial District Caucus shall elect by ma- 
jority vote one candidate for Presidential Elector. 
If Texas is entitled to fewer than 31 Electors in a 
given year, however, the senatorial districts entitied 
to elect one Elector each shall be those which cast 

Procedure for Nominating and Electin 

mem r e n  for National Committee members. The 

Ey additional nominations, i P any, from the Con- 

can c l  'dates as the total number of U.S. Senators and 

ot er time and lace as may be require 6 by law), 
and to vcxe for Ip resident and Vice President of the 
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rhe highest vote for the cratic nominee in the 
receaing presidential election. In case of a tie 

getween two or more districts, the matter shall be 
decided by lot. If Teus  is entitled to more than 31 
Electors, each Senate District shall be entitled to 
one Elector and remaining Elector positions shall 
o to the senatorial districts with the highest vote 

for the Democratic nominee in the precedin presi- 
dential election in descending order until afl posi- 
tions are allocated. 

The names of all Electors so chosen b.v the eligible 
Senatorial District Caucuses shall be hbmitted to 
the Convention’s Permanent Committee to Nomi- 
nate Presidential Electors. The Committee shall 
compile a list of these Electors to rc:port to the 
Convention and shall make any additiorid nomina- 
tions or any determinations by lot necessary to 
make the slate numerically correct. The required 
number of Presidential Elector candidates shall be 
certified to the Secretary of State by the !;tate Chair 
and Secretary at least 60 days before the election. 
(Sec. 192.03 1) 

d. Vacancies: After theParty’sNiiiona1 Con- 
vention and prior to September 1, each Presiden- 
tial Elector candidate shall file with the State Chair 
a written affidavit attestin the intention to sup- 

nominees. Any Elector candidate chosen at the 
State Convention who fails to file such an affidavie 
shall be replaced by the State Committee with an 
Elector from the same senate district. 

If for any cause, before the General Election, a 
Party’s chosen Elector becomes legally disqualified, 
the Stare Chair shall certify the replacement name 
and address to the Secretary of State. If for any 
cause, after the General Election, a Party’s chosen 
Elector fails to attend the meeting of the Electors 
and vote as re uired by law, or if an Elector be- 
comes legally 3 isqualified, a majority of the quali- 
fied Electors present after having convened may 
appoint a successor and shall re ort such action 

192.004 and 192.007) 

9. Succession of Alternates to Delegate 
Status a t  the State Convention 

The succession of Alternates to Delegate status at 
the State Convention shall be governed by the fol- 
lowing provisions: 

A Delegate who is to be absent or resigns may se- 
lect from among the Alternates of the county,.if 
elected by a County Convention, or senatorial dis- 

port the Party’s Presidentia 5 and Vice Presidential 

immediately to the Secretary o P State. (Sections 

trict, if elected by asemtorial District Convention, 
from which the Edegate was elected, the particu- 

presidential years), if possible, who shall assume 
Delegate status. Ex-officio Delegates (Article 
IV.E.2) shall not be replaced if absent. 

If a Delegate is unable to, or fails to, select the Al- 
ternate to assume Delegate status, the delegation 
shall select an Alternate who meets the criteria de- 
scribed above. 

A vacant Alternate position shall not be filled. 

When the Alternate is selected by the Dele ate, the 
date for determining that the Delegate ancft he Al- 
ternate have the same political preference (in anon- 
presidential year) or the same presidential prefer- 
ence (in a residential year) shall be their prefer- 

Alternate. 

lar Alternate of the same political reference 
non-presidential years) or president1 i f  preference 

ences as o P the date when the Delegate selects an 

ARTICU v 
CHALLENGES 

The following rules shall govern credentials chal- 
lenges at County, Senatorial District, and State 
Conventions: 

k Any Democrat: may challenge any Delegate 
or Alternate or any group of Delegates and/or Al- 
ternates certified to any Convention, provided the 
challenger and the challen ed parties reside in the 

Alternate(s). In the case oft e County or Senato- 
rial District Convention, the challenger shall deliver 

rial District Chair and to the 

the Convention. In the case of a State Conven- 
tion, the challenger shall deliver a co y of the chal- 

De P egate(s) or Alternate(s) within 16 days after the 
dare ofrhe County and Senatorial District Conven- 
tions. 

B. Delegations, Delegates, of Alternates may 
be challenged for allegations of violations of these 
Party Rules. 

C The challenge shall be in writing and shall 
include the name and address of the Delegate s) or 

which the challenge is based. 

same county or senatorial 2 istrict) whose Conven- 
cion electe 6 the  challen ed Delegate(s) o r  k 
the copy of the challenge 

or  Alternate(s) at least 3 

len e to the State Chair and to t R e challenged 

Alternate(s) challenged and the precise groun 6 s on 



D. The State Chair shall send all challenges to 
the Chair of the Temporary Credentials Commit- 
tee of the State Convention and to the Delegates 
or Alternates who are challen ed. This shall be done 

at the State Party Headquarters. 

E. The Chairs of the Permanent Committee 
on Credentials of County and Senatorial District 
Conventions and the Chair of the Temporary Cre- 
dentials Committee of the State Convention shall 
convene their respective Committees at the site of 
the Convention in question at least 24 hours be- 
fore the time when the Convention is r.o meet. 

F. The Credentials Committee of any Conven- 
tion shall consider any statements from the chal- 
lenger, from the Delegates or Alternates bein chal 

test1 on the challenge. In hearing a challenge, the 
Cre entials Committee may allot a eriod of time 
within which the challenger and the c atllenged shall 
be granted equal time to make their statements. 

G. In the case of a challenge, the Credentials 
Committee shall report to the Convention the 
names of the Delegates or Alternates whom the 
committee believes are entitled to participate in 
the Convention. A minority of 1O0/o of the Com- 
mittee may present a minority report on any chal- 
lenge to the Convention. When a number of chal- 
lenges are to be resolved, the Credentials Commit- 
tee shall report on each in alphabetical or numeri- 
cal order by county o r  by precinct in which the 
Delegates or  Alternates being challenged reside. 

M. The Convention shall vote separately on 
each challenge presented as part of the re ort of 

dentials Committee on each challenge must be ap- 
roved b a majorit vote of the Convention be- 

articipate further in the Convention. No char 
i nged  Delegate or Alternate may vote on the re- 
port of the Credentials Committee which involves 
the Delegate’s or Alternate’s respective challenge. 

as soon as possible after the c fl allenges are received 

lenged, and from any other person who wis a -  es to 

g fy 

the Credentials Committee. The report oft K e Cre- 

fore a Decgate or A Y ternate being challenged ma 

ARTICLE VI 
A D O P T I O N ,  STATUS, AMENDMENT, 
A N D  PUBLICIZING OF RULES 

A. Adoption and Status 

The fore oin Rules were temporarily adopted and 
ordainecfby t8e State Democratic Executive Com- 
mittee of Texas on March 13,1972, pending revi- 

sion andor  permw.ent ratification as an automatic 
item on the agenda of the first State Convention 
held in 1972. 

They became effective on April 5, 1972, 30 days 
prior to the Precinct Conventions and, as amended 
and ratified by the State Convention, became the 
Permanent and Continuing Rules of the Democratic 
Party of Texas, wholly superseding and amending 
all previous Rules, Resolutions, Customs, and Regu- 
lations of whatever type and kind. 

They shall continue in force until rescinded or per- 
manently changed by action of the State Conven- 
tion, or as temporarily mended by the State Demo- 
cratic Executive Committee, as provided herein, 
and are enforceable by mandamus proceedings as 
provided under Texas law. 

Notwithstanding anything in these Rules KO the 
contrary, the laws of the State of Texas take prece- 
dence over these Rules in the event of a conflict, 
so long as application of those laws does not in- 
fringe on the Party’s rights of self-government un- 
der the Constitutions of the United States and the 
State of Texas. 

Without limitin the generality of the foregoing, any 

in such a way as to crease a conflict with National 
Party Rules relating to Delegate selection or innmc- 
tion shall noe be given effect if, in the opinion of 
the State Committee, such statute would imperil 
the partici ation of the Texas Democratic Part in 

made by the State Committee after 30 days notice 
and by a two-thirdsvote of the membership. 

B. Amendment 

These Rules ma be pemmently amended, altered, 

Convention. 

Between State Conventions, the may be tempo- 
rarily changed for good cause by tgree-fourths vote 
of the State Committee, provided, however, that 
the vote to amend shall constitute three-fourths of 
the entire Committee membership, and also pro- 
vided that each member of the State Committee 
receive written notice including the full text of an 
proposed amendments at least one month in a 1  
vance of a meetin held for this urpose. All such 

Convention for approval, although they shall be in 
effect and binding until such Convention be heid. 

statute that bur 5 ens the Delegate selection process 

National P arty affairs. Such determination sha Y I be 

or repealed on Y y by a majority vote of the State 

amendments sha a be presente B LO the next State 
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If any amendment attached by the State Commit- 
tee be rejected by the State Convention, it may not 
be proposed again until the following State Con- 
vention. 

C Publicizing of Rules 

Publicizing of these Rules shall be made by mail- 
ing a copy to all County and Precinct Chairs and to 
interested persons who request copies from the 
State Headquarters. The State, County, and Pre- 
cinct Chairs shall make every effort to publicize the 
Rules well in advance of each Convention and to 
explain them summarily at the openin of each 

to every Delegate to the first State Convention fol- 
lowin their initial adoption by the State Commit- 

which will consider their permanent adoption. 

The State Chair or two members ofthe State Com- 
mittee were instructed to file a certified copy of 
these Rules with the Secretary of State no later than 
30 days prior to  the Precinct Conventions of 1972. 

A copy of any amendment to these Rules shall be 
filedprom tly with the Secretary of Stateand shall 
be include $ in all sets of Rules distributed from the 
State Headquarters. All County Chairs shall be 
notified of amendments within 30 days of their 
adoption. 

Convention. A copy of these Rules’shall % .  e manled 

tee at K. east 30 days prior to the State Convention 

ARTICLE VI1 
NATIONAL DELEGATE SELECTION 
BNfLFS 

A. Delegates 

t In residential years, the TexasDemocratic 
Party shal P hold a presidential preference primary 
election (hereinafter referred to as “presidential pri- 
m q ” P  the same time, in the same manner, and 
urn t e same ballot as forthe eneral primary elec- 

191.004) 

2. To ualify for a place on the presidential 

Timely file all documents, if any, re uired a. 
by the Texas Affirmative Action Plan, or the e x s  
National Delegate Selection Plan. 

b. File an a plication for a place on ehe presi- 

Election Code provisions applicable to a candidate 

tion a ereafter referred to as “ i; mt primary”. (Sec. 

primary bal 4 ot, a candidate must: 

3. 

dential primary E .  allot in accordance with the same 

for the United State Senate, including submission 
of an appropriate petition subject to the limitations 
of 191.002 of the Election Code or payment of 
the same filing fee. The oath on the application of 
a presidential candidate shall be: 

“I, of 
County/Parish, , being a candidate 
for the Office of President oFthe United States, 
swear that I will support and defend the constitu- 
tion and laws of the United States. I further swear 
that I will fully support the Democratic nominee 
for President whoever that shall be.” 

3. The names of all candidates qualifyin to 

certified in accordance with Article III.A.10 of these 
Rules, except that the State Chair shall also certify 
all presidential preferences to the Secretary of State. 
The State Committee shall, at the meeting required 
in ArticleIII.A.10, decide by majority vote whether 
to include “Uncommitted as an alternative on the 
presidential primary ballot. (Sec. 191.004) 

4. Results of the presidential preference pri- 
mary election shall be canvassed at the same time 
and in the same manner as for the first prim ex- 
cept that the State Committee shall also cer tTthe  
results of the presidential preference primary elec- 
tion totaled by senate district. 

5. The total number of Delegates and Alter- 
natesto the National Convention shall be that num- 
ber allocated by the National Commirtee in its olfi- 
cial Call to the Convention. 

6. The process for selection of Dele ates and 
Alternates to theNational Convention sh j l  be gov- 
erned by the Texas National Delegate Select;on Plan 
adopted by the State Committee for the presiden- 
tial year. If the Plan and these Rules conflict as 
relates to the selection of Dele ates and Alternates 

sidered to supersede these Rules for that purpose 
alone. 

7. Each elected Delegate shall be entitled to 
cast one vote at the National Convention, and the 
total vote permitted the State’s delegation shall not 
exceed the number of its Delegates in attendance 
at the Convention. 

8. At least 75% of the base number of Del- 
egates, not including desi nared Part and Elected 

District Caucuses at the State Convention. The 
exact number (between 75% and IOOYO) to be so 

appear on the presidential primary ballot shal K be 

to theNationa1 convention, t i e Plan shall be C G ~ -  

Official Delegates, shall tJ e elected z y Senatorial 
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elected shall be determined by majority vote of the 
State Committee at its meetin? in J ~ u a r y  ofpfesi- 
dential years and shall be inc uded in the o ficial 
Call to the State Convention of that year. 

presidential election (district vote/state vote). 

(P + V) divided by 2 = that district’s ercentage of 

senatorial districts, as opposed to the number to be 
elected at-large. 

To a ply the apportionment formula, multipl the 

egates to  be elected from all Senatorial District 
Caucuses. Assign each Senatorial District Caucus 
the whole number of Delegates resulting from this 
product. Assign remaining Delegates to Senatorial 
District Caucuses in descending order of fractional 
remainder, until all allocated Delegates have been 
assigned. 

9. The remaining Delegates to the National 
Convention (between 0 and 25”/0j shall be elected 
at-lar e by majority vote of the State Convention 
as 2 w fl ole. Such At-Large Delegates shall be nomi- 
nated by the Convention’s Permanent Committee 
to Nominate At-Large Delegates and/or from the 
floor, in accordance with these Rules. 

18. The explicit number of National Conven- 
tion Dele ates to be elected by each senatorial dis- 

by the Convention according to the above proce- 
dures shall be announced b the State Chair and 

prior to the Precinct Conventions. 

11. The procedure for nominating and for elect- 
ing Dele ates within the Senatorial District Cau- 

Each Senatorial District Caucus ma choose, by 

nate such officers, Delegates, Alternates, and mem- 
bers of Permanent Convention Committees which 
she Caucus is entitled to elect; elecr a Nominations 

the total number of Delegates to be e Y ected by the 

resu P ting percentage times the total number of!lDel- 

trict and t a .  e explicit number to be elected at-large 

certified to the Secretary o r State at least 30 days 

cuses sha 5 I be as follows: 

majority vote, any of the following me x ods to nomi- 

Committee(s); direct the Caucus Chair to appoint a 
Nomination Committee(s); or act as a Committee 
of the Whole, with all nominations made from the 
Caucus floor. 

Regardless of the method chosen, however, all per- 
sons eligible to partici ate in a Caucus shall be per- 

persons for any office to be filled by the Caucus. If 
aNominations Committee be appointed, such nomi- 
nations may be made by subnlittmq them in writin 

or by proposing them from the floor after a Nomi- 
nations Comrmttee has made its report and before 
a vote i s  taken. 

Election shall be by majorit vote of du!y elected 

ing a proportionate share of the full votin stren h 

vention Committee members as there arc positions 
to be filled by the Senatorial District Caucus. 

12. No Texas Delegate to a National Conven- 
tion may be selected by any method, whether called 
“direct election primary” o r  otherwise, which has 
the effect of being a winner take all Primary. 

B. Alternates 

l. The total number of Alternates shall be al- 
located amon the senatorial districts in the same 

act number of Alternates eo be elected by the Sena- 
torial District Caucuses (between 75% and 100%) 
need not be set by the State Committee at a per- 
centage identical to that set for Delegates. 

2. After the Senatorial Districz Caucuses elect 
Delegates to the National Convention, they shall 
nominate and elect their Alternates in the same 
manner. A person nominated for Alternate by a 
Senatorial District Caucus shall be eligible for elec- 
tion as an At-Large Delegate. When the Nomina- 
tions Committee selects an Alternate from a Sena- 
torial District Caucus to serve instead as an At- 
Lar e Dele ate, the Nominations Committee shall 

it as if it were an At-Large Alternate position. 

3. Following the election of At-Large Del- 
egates by the Convention, At-Large Alternates shaii 
be elected in the same manner. 

mitted to nominate t K emselves or other eligible 

to the Nominations Committee o&he Caucus an d 

Delegates in attendance at t i e Caucus, each cast- 

allotted to the county re resented, and eac a entit .$ ed 
eo vote for as many 0 P fices, Delegates and Con- 

manner speci .i; led for Delegates, except that the ex- 

dec & a  are suc Alternate position vacant and shall fill 
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C Succession of Alternates to Delegate l. The Convention shall make every feasible 
Status effort to encourage representation on the National 

Convention delegation of women, minorities, and 
Alternates shall succeed to Delegate status accord- youths in reasonable relationship to their presence 
ing to the procedures outlined in Article IV.A.28 in the population of the state. 
of these Party Rules. 

2. Candidates for Delegate or Alternate shall 
D. Guidelines for Representation on the be required to make known their presidential pref- 
Delegation erence or uncommitted status to the relevant as- 

sembly prior to their election 
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Carroll G. Robinson, Legal Counsel 
Ed Cogburn, Co-Parliamentarian 
Frank Thompson, Gc-Parliamentarian 
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Jorge A. Ramirez, Executive Director Steve McDonald 
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Madhu Chugh Brandon Williams 
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STATE DEMQCFWTIC 
Patsy Johnson, SD 01 
Leonard Rockwell, SD 01 
Martha Williams, SD 02 
Ken Molberg, SD 02 
Kathleen Hawkins, SD 03 
Dr. Dennis Teal, SD 03 
Mary Kirkwood, SD 04 
Guy Jackson, SD 04 
Melanie Reed, SD 05 
Neely Lewis, SD 05 
Pat Gandy, SD 06 
Frumencio Reyes, SD 06 
Linda Fischer, SD 07 
Stephen Ma&, SD 07 
Linda Ashton Smith, SD 08 
Barry Sprouse,SD 08 
Lisa Payne, SD 09 
Ron Spurlock, SD 09 
Ruby Woolridge, SD 10 
Donald Winters, SD 10 
Ceole Speight, SD 11 
Sam Munn, SD 11 
Roy Laverne Brooks, SD 12 
Grover Swift, SD 12 
Sue Lovell, SD 13 
Rodney Griffin, SD 13 
Gwen Foster, SD 14 
Jeff Heckler, SD 14 
Etta Crockett, SD 15 
Clay Sands, SD 15 
Theresa Daniel, SD 16 
Jay Newman, SD 16 
Alma Nolen, SD 17 
Michael Laster, SD 17 
Diana Rhodes, SD 18 
Marion Garcia, SD 18 
Jo McCall, SD 19 

EPUE@U”E ~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~§ 1996-1998 
Gary Woitena, SD I9 
Susie Luna-Saldana, SD 20 
William R. Edwards, III, SD 20 
Minnie DoraBunn Haynes, SD 21 
Renk Treviiio, SD 21 
Jesse Sapp, SD 22 
Ruth k. Wyrick, SD 23 
Charles Rose, SD 23 
Miceann Wallace, SD 24 
Mor& Bratton, SD 24 
Bennye Frazier, SD 25 
Rad C. Garcia, SD 25 
Jane Velasquez, SD 26 
Dayby Riley, SD 26 
Graciela Sanchez, SI3 27 
Mike Vega, SD 27 
Betty Condxa, SD 28 
Dan Adcock, SD 28 
Iris B u d m ,  SD 29 
Tom Peterson, SD 29 
Donhy Wise, SD 30 
Calvin Gambill, SD 30 
Linda Lowrey, SD 31 
George Dowlen, SD 31 

bbrisa Schouten, Young Democrats 
Francisco Sanchez, Young Democrats 
Ted Lewis, Courity Chair tbsociation 
Lennie Simms, County Chairkociation 
Molly Beth Malcolm, Tern Deemoci-atk Women 
Nettie Ruth Bmtton, Texas Democratk Women 
Bernice Conley, Codition of Black Democrats 
Gene Collins, Coalition of Black Democrats 
Lyn& Phillips, Non-Urban Caucus 
Brooks Wm. Conover, m, Non-Urh Caucus 
Mary Almendarez, Tejmo Democrats 
Thomas Larrdde, Tejano Democrats 
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We encourage you to participate and to run for del- 
egate to the Texas Democratic Convention. What 
follows is, in general terms, an explanation of how 
to be a delegate. If you want more information, 
read the “Rules of the Texas Democratic Party.” 

PRIMARY ELECTION 

Texas will hold a Primary election on Tuesday, 
March 10,1998. The Primary will be open to any 
registered Texas voter who does no< vote in another 
party’s primary and who does not attend another 
party’s political convention. 

CONVENTION SYSTEM 

The Texas Democratic Party has a three-level con- 
vention system: 

Level 1. Precinct Conventions 
Level 2. 
District Conventions in urban areas) 
Level 3. State Convention 

County Conventions (or Senatorial 

Those who attend their Precinct Convention will 
elect delegates to the County Convention; those 
who attend their County/Senatorial District Con- 
vention will elect delegates to the State Conven- 
tion. 

A convention will be held in your precinct at 7:15 
p.m. on March 10,1998, the same day as the gu- 
bernatorial primary. The convention b usually held 
at the polling place and is open to anyone who votes 
in the Democratic Primary that day (or during the 
early voting period). Look for a sign at the polling 
place telling exactly where the convention will be 
held. If you can’t find a sign, ask your election 
clerk where the convention will be held. 

The convention begins at 7:15 p.m. when the Pre- 
cinct Chair calls the convention to order. If the 

Precinct Chair is absent, anyone participating may 
start the meeting. The convention is governed by 
Robert’s Rules of Order and Texas Democratic 
Party Rules. I1 you are late EO the convention, you 
can still panicipate; however, you can’t change what 
has already happened. 

The first item of business is for everyone attending 
to sign in. This is not a secret ballot. The state 
party will provide your Precinct Chair with special 
carbon paper forms to use for the sign-in list. 
PLEASE PRINT’ ALL I N F O R M A T I O N  
NEATLY ON THE SIGN-IN. The precinct sign- 
in list will be used to communicate with the troops 
by Democratic candidates, the local party and the 
state party throughout the next two years. If your 
name, address or phone number cannot be read, 
however, you will miss out. 

In presidential years, convention participants always 
sign in by presidential preference and then allocate 
and elect delegates based on each presidential 
candidate’s showing in the sign-in. In non-presi- 
dential years, however, participants have an op- 
tion of either signing in in support of a “petition” 
of a particular “political preference” or signing in 
at-large. Delegates are elected in two different ways 
depending on whether the sign-in is at-large or  by 
political preference. 

The “political preference” sign-in has not been used 
in very many places in the past few years. The Party 
rule which allows for this sign-in by political pref- 
erence was originally enacted as part of the 
McGovern reforms of the early 1970s to provide 
for proportional representation of groups aligning 
themselves behind a particular person or philoso- 
PhY. 

Should you wish to circulatea petition and encour- 
age like-minded Democrats to join in signing in for 
a particular political preference, Party rules require 
that you put your petition in writing and that it be 
attached to the Precinct Convention Minutes turned 
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in to the County Chair. 

After the sign-in is complete, the convention elects 
a chair and secretary to run the convention. 

The Convention Chair then announces how many 
delegates to the County Convention the precinct 
will elect. The precinct is entitled to elect one del- 
egate for every 25 votes cast in t h t  precinct for 
the Democratic gubernatorial nominee in Novem- 
ber 1994; the County Chair will apprise the Pre- 
cinct Chairs of the number. If convention attend- 
ees have opted to sign in by petition, the Chair an- 
nounces the percent of people attending the Pre- 
cinct convention of each political preference and 
the number of delegates each political preference 
is entitled to elect. 

Anyone who supports a preference which did not 
win enough of the convention to elect one delegate 
may join the political preference group of their sec- 
ond choice. 

If no petitions have been submitted, voting for del- 
egate and alternate shall be by at-large majority vote. 

If petitions have been submitted and the political 
preferences have qualified for delegate positions, 
supporters of each preference gather in a group (cau- 
cus) to elect delegates and alternates to the County 
Convention. 

Voting within the group is done at one time. The 
group first secures enough nominations to fill all of 
the delegate and alternate positions. Each person 
casts as many votes as there are delegates to be 
elected. For instance, suppose you support a pref- 
erence entitled to 4 delegates and 4 alternates to 
the County Convention. Your group must first make 
at least 8 nominations. Then, one vote is taken 
and you cast 4 votes. You may cast all your votes 
for one person or split them among several people. 
The top vote-getters are the delegates while the next 
highest vote getters are the aliernates in rank order 
until all delegate and alternate positions are filled. 

You do not need to be present at the Precinct Con- 
vention to be elected a delegate or alternate, if you 

are otherwise qualified. 

After their election, the Secretary of the Conven- 
tion records the names of the delegates and alter- 
nates on the carbon minute form and sign-in sheets 
as indicated in the instructions on those sheets. The 
convention may then take positions on issues and 
pass resolutions if desired. 

COUNTY/~ENATE DISTRICT C O N V E ~ O N S  

If you are elected a delegate or alternate at your 
Precinct Convention, you may attend your County 
Convention on Saturday, March 28,1998. In some 
urban counties, Senatorial District Conventions will 
be held instead of a County Convention. 

The County Convention is called to order by the 
County Chair, who calls for the report of the Cre- 
dentials Committee. The Credentials Committee 
decides disputes over who has been elected a del- 
egate or alternate. The committee is elected by the 
County Executive Committee before the conven- 
tion. 

You will first elect a chair and secretary to run the 
convention. 

Next, a poll is taken of all the delegates to figure 
how many delegates of the convention support each 
political preference (if anyone has signed in by pe- 
tition rather than at-large). The Convention Chair 
will announce the results. 

Delegates then proceed to their precinct caucus. 
Each precinct is entitled LO one delegate eo the State 
Convention for every full 300 votes cast by that 
precinct for Ann Richards in the November 1994 
General election. Ifa precinct does not qualify for 
its own delegate position it is grouped or pairedwith 
another precinct or precincts to  elect delegates. It 
is the respomibility of the County Executive Com- 
mittee to pair or group precincts at theirJanuary 
statutory meeting. 

Delegates in each precinct, o r  group of precincts, 
gather together to elect delegates and alternates to 
the State Convention. Within the group, the del- 
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egates and alternates are elected one at a time, but 
you cast only one vote. The highest vote-getters 
are the delegates and the next highest are the alter- 
nates. 

The results of all the elections within the precincts 
are added together and given to the Nominations 
Committee. This committee then nominates a slate 
of at-large delegates. The at-large delegate posi- 
tions are used to balance the delegation to the State 
Convention to reflect the sign-in by political pref- 
erence (if any), the ethnic make-up of the county 
or Senatorial District and to ensure gender balance. 
It is a Party rule that no more than two thirds of 
the whole delegation may be male, or female. 

The convention will then consider reports from the 
Convention Rules Committee and Platform and 
Resolutions Committee and conduct any other busi- 
ness necessary. 

The Secretary of the Convention records the names 
of the delegates and alternates on the Minutes form 
and Exhibits provided by the state party office. One 
copy of these forms is retained and one copy is 
returned to the state party within five days of the 
convention. 

State Chair at about 6:OO p.m., Friday night, Junc 
26. Seating at the convention is by senatorial dis- 
trict. Limited seating for guests will be available 
off the convention floor. If you would like a guest 
pass contact the state party office. 

After welcoming speeches and remarks, the con- 
vention breaks into senatorial district caucuses. The 
so-called "first" caucus elects the district's repre- 
sentative on the Credentials Committee. This corn- 
mittee will decide any disputes concerning who will 
be a delegate to the state convention. 

The Credentials Committee report establishes the 
permanent roll of the convention. The conven- 
tion then breaks into "second" caucuses to elect 
the district's Committeeman and Comnaitteewornan 
for the next two years. The caucus will also elect 
one member each to serve on the Rules, Resolu- 
tions, Platform and Nominarions Committees. Af- 
ter completing this business the caucus adjourns 
for the evening. 

The committees of the Convention meet to con- 
duct their business Saturday morning, June 27, 
1998, at 8:OO a.m., while other delegates are enjoy- 
ing the traditional BLUE STAR BREAKFAST. 

STATE CONVENTION The convention itself is called back to order at 11:OO 
a.m. The convention considers the reports of the 

If you are elected a delegate at your Coanty or Sena- Rules, Nominations, Platform and Resolutions 
torial District Convention, you may participate in Committees as they are ready for consideration. 
the State Convention, to be heldjune 26-27, at the Through theNominations Committee report, the 
Alamodome in San Antonio. convention elects officers of the State Democratic 

Executive Committee for the next two years. The 
The State Convention will be called to order by the convention then adjourns upon completion of its 

business. 
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~ The constant generosity of committed individuals in the Texas Democratic Party Sustaining Member- 

ship Program is essential to modern Party-building activities from assembling a sophisticated voter 
, data base, conducting grassroots workshops to commnicatimg with ow Democratic base. 

m i  

1 i;j State Democratic leadership is working to enhance the influence of all Democrats. Yow participation 
will allow Democratst0 use the most efficient methods to d e h e r  our message and win in 1998. 

A sustaining membership can automatically be deducted from your bank account, or billed at a cost of 
$10 monthly, $25 quarterly, $50 se&-mndly or $100 annudy. You may dso charge your dues to 
your credit card on a monthly, quarterly, senai-annd or annual basis. 

Those contributions will not change. 

Of course, you can make a larger contribution if you wish. Please join the Sustaining Membership 
Program. If you have any questions, please call Isabel Zermeiio at the Texas Democratic Party office, 
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: ; /  : r i l  i 5 12-480-25 12. 

E X A §  DEMOCRATIC PARTY SUSTANNG MEMBERSHP ENROLLMENT' 
919 Congress Ave., Ste. 600 Austin, Texas 78701 * 5 12/478-9800 
P L E A S E P R W  0 Mr. 0 Ms. Mr5.  

Please choose 9 of the following options 
BANK ~~~ A ~ ~ ~ f Q ~ ~ I ~ ~  

Bank ___ 

Account Number 
This is your authorization to honor drafts in the m o u n t  of: 

Name - 
Address - 

0 SI0 0 $ 1 5  01520 Other$ 

0 1 st 
drawn by theTexas D e m m t i c  Party, Austin, Texas, on the 

PIeose enclose voided check; $e encoded numbers ure necessary/or correcl 

CityIStatdZip 

County 15th day ofeach month until cancelled by me. - State Senatc District # __ 
routing. 

0 BILL ME Annually Semiannually Quarterly Monthly$- 
CHARGE Annually Semiannually Quarterly Monthly$ 

0 0  a MY CHECK IIS ENCLOSED $--- 
Phone: H( ) 

E-Mail Address 

Occupation My MasterCard I Visa: Expires(M0NR' 

Employer- j m  
fir CR card only: __ Continue to charge until cancelled by me. 

Signature - One-timecharge; bill me next year. t 
Polirical confriburions are- not deducrible. for/edero/ income tar purposes. 
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Recess the meeting 

Complainabout noise, 
room temperature, etc. 

Suspend further con- 
rihntionof something 

End debate 

Postpone Consi- 
dention of something 

<-; . .  
-. . . .  
L i z  . .. . _. 

I move that we recessunt il... May N O T  intempt the speaker 

Point of Privilege MAYinterruptthespeaker 

I move we table it. May N O T  intempt the speaker 

I move the previous 
question 

I move we postpone 
this matter until... 

May NOTinterrupt thespeaker 

- 
May N O T  interrupt speaker 

I 

Havesomething 
studiedfurther 

Amcnd a motion 

MAY YOU INTERRUPT THE MUST BE I yousAyTHIs I SPEAKER? I SECONDED? 

Adjournthe meeting Imove that weadjourn. MayNOTintempt  thespeaker MUST be seconded 

May NOTintempt  speaker MUST be scconded 

May NOTiutumpt  -----t- speal;er MUST be seconded 

I move we refer this 
matter to a committee 

I move that phis 
motion be amended by ... 

Introduce business 
(a primary motion) 

I move that ... 

MUST be seconded 

May NCPTintcrmpr speaker MUST be reconded 

NO secondneeded 

MUST be seconded 

MUST be seconded 

roDoTHIs* 

Objm to procedure or 
Dr to a pcrsonnl affront 

Request information 

MUST be seconded 

MUST BE 
SECONDED? 

YOU SAY THIS MAY YouINmXRm 
THE SPEAKER? 

Point of order M Y  intempt the speaker NO second needed 

Point of information lfurgent,may interrupt speaker NO second needed 

Object to conridering 
some undiplomatic or 
improper matter 

Take up a matter 
previously &led 

RKonsidersorncdung 
already disposedof 

conridcrsomcthingout 
of its scheduled order 

Iobjen toconsidention MAY interrupt spakcr NOsecondneeded- 
ofthisquesrion 

I move we take from 
the table ... 

imove we now (or later) 
reconsider onr action 
relative to... 

I move we suspendthe 
rules andconsider ... 

May NOT i n m p t  spedcer MUST be seconded 

MAY interrupt speaker MUST be seconded 

May NOT intermpt speaker MUST be seconded 

~~ 

Voteona ruLng by 
thechair 

h k f o r a v o t e  byactual 
count to verify a voice vote 

I call for a division 
of the house 

MUST be seconded I appeal the Chair's 
decision 

MAY interrupt speaker 

- 

~ 

May NOfhtempt speaker" NO second lveded I 

**' Then majority vote is rcquircd. 



CE 
IS THE MOTION 
AMENDABLE? 

NOTamcndable 

AIIEdable 

NOTamcdbk 

N O T d h  

..~ . 

.... 
2 .  i_ : 

~ .. 

I WIQAT VOTE IS 
REQUlW? 

MAjOREY vore required 

MAJOF.XTYvote required 

NOvoterequiFed*** 

MAJOrnYvote required 

IS THE MOTION 
DEBATABLE? 

NOTckbatable 

NOTdcbatable 

NOTdebarable'' 
- 

NOTdebacble 

NOTdebatable 

DFBATABLE 

DEBATABLE 

DEBATABLE. 

DEBATABLE. 

I I 

I 1 TworhLdSvoterequired 

AMEND= MAJORIlyvote requirrd I 
MAJONlYvoterequired I I 

but you may introduv another that's listed ahovc it. 

IS THE MOTION 
DEBATABLE! 

NOT debatable 

NOTdebatable 

NOT debatable 

NOTdebatable 

NOTdcbatable 

DEBATABLE IF o r i g i  
motion is debatable 

NOT debatable 

DEBATABLE. 

IS TME MOTION 
AMENDABLE? 

NOTarnurdable 

NOTamaPdabG 

NOTanundabk 

NOTasnendable 

NOTamcndable 

NOT3mmndabke 

WHAT VOTE IS 
REQUIRED? 

NO voce rquire4 
C&decidt§ 

NO vote required 

NOvore requiredunless 
one objects*** 

Two thirds vote required 

MAJOMTYzequirrd 

MAJOIU'IY required 

Two thirds vote required 

when the meeting is considcring one of the top thrcc martcn lined in the above cham (motion to adjourn, motion to TCCESS. or ooint of privilege). 
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